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3

Presidents Report
Grant
Daylight savings has arrived, but true to form, the
weather hasn’t improved much to take advantage
of the extra evening light. The fact that my rain
gauge clocked up 46mm on Saturday 1st Oct
suggests that summer is still some way off yet.
None the less, some have been able to make the
most of the drier days through the month and the
field has been relatively busy at times which is good to hear. Here’s
hoping with fingers crossed for some warmer weekday evenings so I can
get out for a fly after work and not be consigned to listening to the flying
stories from the retired grey brigade!
Our September Club themed flying event was a Glider and Vintage day
with a bit of Glider Aero Towing thrown in for good measure.

4

This turned out to be one of our busiest and most popular flying events in
some time with additional visitors from Matamata, Tauranga and Rotorua
coming across for the day. A lot of flying was completed with a few of
us using all of the extra available flying height under the NOTAM’d field
altitude conditions.
Oi, that’s a bit higher
than 400 feet
We’re allowed
1200 today Sel

That’s ok
then

Good to see our club captain is on the ball
With the popularity of the event, this has prompted the committee to
investigate holding an open Rally some time early next year for visitors
from neighboring clubs to join us for the day. Watch this space.
This weekend just gone was our 4th scheduled Float plane event for 2022,
the weather forecast for the Sunday was at best wet! Early Sunday
morning it was decided we should “give it a go” and as luck would have
it the weather gods smiled upon us for a change! We ended up with a
warm fine and calm day, which was nothing like what was predicted. The
pits were filled with all of the usual aircraft, most of which had been
hurriedly charged at the last minute by locals, the visitors staying at home
thanks to the forecast!!
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Unfortunately, the forecast
kept the visitors away.

So, with the float plane event
having been and gone on the first weekend in October, we will not be
running a club themed flying day at our field this month. Instead we are
encouraging members to attend the Waharoa Warbirds fly-in at the
Matamata-Piako MAC club field on the weekend of 15th & 16th Oct. If
you don’t have a Warbird, why not take a drive across there anyway just
to watch, it’s a great field plus there’s a lunch time BBQ each day as well.
If you’ve not flown anywhere other than HMAC, then this is the perfect
opportunity to venture away. Hope to see you there.
Septembers club night proved very interesting with good discussions
around the models that had been brought along for show and tell. Of
particular interest was Bernard Scotts new free flight competition model
with the discussion around how the competition was run and flown. The
evening was wrapped up with a presentation in photos of the last Twenty
years of club history dating from 2002. This was of particular interest
being it’s our 90th year of operation as a club.
And of course, Octobers Club night is the one you wait for all year, yes
that’s right, it’s our Annual Buy, Sell and Swap night. It’s time to pull out
all that stuff you’ve been wanting to move on and bring along to the
meeting so that others can
take it home. Remember that
purchases & sales are
between the parties involved
and HMAC will not be
providing any cash or sales
services,
nor
taking
commission.
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Like last year, it would be preferable if sales didn’t happen until after the
formal part of the meeting has concluded so that everyone gets a chance
to haggle, but if you get an offer you can’t refuse as you pull stuff out of
your boot, well then… heh you might get a better offer inside!!!
At our recent club committee meeting, there were a couple of items that
may be of interest. Firstly, Wayne Cartwright will be preparing some
information for the newsletter and requesting a show of interest from
members that might like to consider entering the 2023 MFNZ NDC
(National Decentralized) competitions next year. Wayne will cover this
off more fully elsewhere, but if you are at all interested, touch base with
Wayne. The other item of interest is that the committee is actively
pursuing alternatives for a rescue boat to support our future Float Plane
events at the lakes. As Phil Hall is actively in the process of selling his
boat, for which we have enjoyed the use of for many years (a huge thanks
Phil), there is a need to provide other options. This may include an
appropriate purchase of a dingy or similar. If anyone has or knows of a
boat that might fit our purpose, please get in touch with Gordon Meads in
the first instance.
Okay, so that’s my ramblings for another month. Hopefully the weather
settles in a bit, but if it blows instead, then lets hope it’s in a good direction
for some Slope Soaring somewhere!
Til next month, play safe and land on the ground, not into it!
Cheers
Grant
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Aircraft I Dream About— English
Electric Wren
Bruce Pickering
Soon after the First World War, the British Air Ministry called for the
design and construction of light, economical, single seat trainer aircraft.
About the same time the Daily Mail added to the challenge by offering a
£1,000 prize for the longest flight by a motor-glider with an engine of no
more than 750cc. English Electric’s Chief Aircraft Designer, W. O.
Manning, was a designer of flying boats. Desiring to build something
simpler, he began exploring ways of flying an aeroplane on the smallest
amount of power possible. In October 1922 he began preliminary work on
an ultralight aircraft and when finished he offered to build the Air Ministry
a prototype for £600. They accepted, with the stipulation that it had to be
exceptionally lightweight and capable of flying for 30 minutes. He began
work in February the following year and two months later the Wren was
complete.
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The Wren was constructed of wood with fabric covering and was fitted
with a 3hp flat twin ABC motorcycle engine, adapted for use in an aircraft.
The first flights were on 5th April 1923, just three short hops. Later, the
pilot made a longer flight, but the ailerons proved to be ineffective—it
was found that the lack of torsional stiffness of the 11.3 metre wing
allowed it to flex in response to aileron input, lessening the effect. The
wings were stiffened and a few weeks later a flight of over one hour was
made, climbing to seven hundred metres, reaching a maximum speed of
eighty-three kph (51 mph) and displaying a landing speed of forty kph (25
mph). As a result, English Electric decided to put the Wren into
production, offering it as “economic and easy to fly.” With a maximum
all up weight of 191 kg, it was amazing that three hp could manage to get
it into the air, especially when you consider that these days 3hp is quite
common on mid-size RC models.

In October 1923, the Wren was entered into the Lympne Light Aircraft
Trials—held to encourage the development of practical light aircraft for
private ownership, with a strong but not exclusive emphasis on fuel
economy. It performed well, sharing first prize with an aeroplane made by
Air Navigation and Engineering Company, the ANEC I. Particularly
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notable was its fuel consumption: 87.5 miles on one gallon (31.3 km /
litre). The first two production models were used for competition work.
Regrettably, despite all the publicity gained by its success, the aeroplane
did not attract buyers and production was stopped after only four aircraft
were built. The third was withdrawn from service in 1929. Number 4 had
been placed in the Science Museum in London five years previously,
where it remained for the next 22 years, when it was returned to English
Electric for restoration. But it languished in storage until 1954 when in
response to a request by the Shuttleworth Trust it was offered to them to
be completely rebuilt to airworthy condition. Upon inspection of number
3 it was determined to be beyond repair, but some parts from the engine
were recovered for use in number 4’s restoration.

The first flight of the restored Wren occurred in September 1956. The
aging engine was noticeably light on power, so it attained a maximum
altitude of only 250 ft. On subsequent flights it reached 1200ft. The
following year the aircraft was handed over to ownership by the
Shuttleworth Trust, making regular appearances at their flying displays at
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Old Warden airfield. Subsequently it spent several years being grounded
until 1980, when after a complete overhaul it flew again. Due to its low
power takeoff was assisted by bungee, and then the flights were just the
length of the runway at about two feet altitude. However, a YouTube
video made in 2019 shows it flying well at reasonable height, so some
work may have been done to the engine.
Would it make a good model? Why not, especially if you like building
powered gliders. Building and flying a model of such a rare aeroplane can
be
rewarding,
as
the
following
video
shows.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1ofsdfecdM
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SPINsation
Gordon
A couple of years ago, Wayne Cartwright & myself were having one of
those stupid conversations and mention was made about how I am
attracted to weird aeroplanes. Now, weird is only in the eyes of the
beholder in my (worthless) opinion!
Next thing I know he has come up with a design off the web and say’s
“this is right up your alley”, it looks really strange! There is this plan on
Outerzone, you need to build this! It was a Morris Hobbies “SPINsation”.
So, a while later, sucker that I am, construction started. It was a fairly
straightforward build apart from the omission on the plan for the wing ribs.
However, I bluffed my way through with that and the rest followed
without drama.
The model is a profile fuse,
forward swept wing, no
stabiliser or elevator (Elevons
used),
massive
control
surfaces, etc. Powered by a
simple 40 2 stroke & weighs
just over 4 lbs.
So for the maiden flight I used
very low rates to get trimmed &
see what’s what! No dramas
here, as it needed very little
adjustments
&
flew
comfortably, very easy to land,
etc. Next flight onto some
higher rates and “oow wee” it
can certainly jiggle around!
In the hands of a more skilled
pilot than me (Grant) it can do
some radical stuff.
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Spins are very fast but easy to come out of. Put on high rates & inverted
flat spins, knife edge loops, tumbles, etc, are a doodle! I am sure there are
lots more tricks in the bag yet to come!

All in all this was a fun build (and cheap as I had all materials & hardware
on hand) of something a bit different and proves that beauty is in the eyes
of the beholder! Performance is what counts! So, “all ye of little faith”,
suck on this!! Baa, ha ha, ha! (Maniacal laugh ends here!)
Cheers
Gordon
__________________________________________________________
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Changes to NDC
Allan Knox – MFNZ Recording Officer
I know many of you have been waiting for this.
In response to many requests and after a survey showing the
majority favour change, MFNZ Council have agreed to change NDC
flying days to any day of the designated month.
This will be effective from the Start of Next year 2023. We are required
to publish this change to all members in MFW and will do that in the
December edition in preparation for the new year.
This change puts the decision on when to fly back with the clubs and it is
hoped and expected that those organising flying will take into account
club members availability, particularly those who work Monday to Friday
and only have weekends and holidays free. Continuing weekend flying for
this group will be important.
Other groups made up of retirees like vintage fliers in many clubs may be
able to switch regular flying to mid week when weather is better and there
is less demand on club fields.
Others too who currently can't fly on club strips at weekends because of
normal club sport flying use can organise to fly midweek or even midweek
evenings.
It is expected that clubs will use the new rule when some fliers have
missed the organised day and need to catch up midweek.
It really will be up to the fliers but remember you must have a seperate
time keeper for each official flight meaning two people are always needed
to record a time.
Onward and upward.
Regards
Allan Knox

14

National Decentralised COMPETITION
(Approved 9 Sept 2022)
Introduction
The National Decentralised Competition (NDC) is intended to foster club
competition during the year and may be used as a basis for a club’s
competitions.
The NDC Calendar will schedule events categorised by Special Interest
Group (SIG) in each calendar month, January through to November. The
SIGs are consulted on what events are scheduled.
The last competition is usually at the end of November each year to allow
for collation of the last results and calculation of all scores before the
Nationals.
The competition includes classes that obtain a result by the timing of
flights. Classes that involve the judging of flights or models cannot be
competed for on a decentralised basis.
NDC Rules
All competitions will be flown to the current MFNZ rules.
The MFNZ Recording Officer will publish the calendar of events in the
last MFW of the preceding year and on the MFNZ Web Page.
Results Submission: Competitor’s results must be submitted to MFNZ by
the 14th day of the month after the month in which an event is scheduled.
Results are entered into the MFNZ recording system using the link on the
NDC
Page
of
the
MFNZ
website
located
here:
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/NDC.html. Loading is normally done by a
Club’s Recording Officer although individuals can also do this for
themselves and their club mates in the absence of a Recording Officer. An
Email receipt will be return emailed to confirm data has been recorded in
the system and allow checking of the input. If errors are noted then
imputers must re-enter the corrected data again with the word “Corrected”
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in the notes field. If in doubt about an entry or rules, contact the MFNZ
Competitions Manager at xxxxxxxxxxxx
Results will be collated and published monthly via a link on the MFNZ
NDC Web Page.
Eligible Flying Days. Flights for the monthly events may be made on any
day of the scheduled month. It is expected that clubs will choose days when
most interested members can gather together taking members availability
into account. Those unavailable for the clubs organised day may fly on a
different day of the month to catch up. MZNZ competitions flights are not
allowed to be self timed by the pilot. Once an event is started, contestants
fly until completed on the day or until they can’t fly anymore. This
determines final scores for that event. The event may paused on the day
but can’t be cancelled or carried over and completed on another day.
Where the event is a club, or centralised event like a Nationals or a
Regional Contest the contest director may declare the event an official
NDC event as well. The same results achieved can then be recorded for
both contests.
__________________________________________________________
\

16

Correspondence From The Coast
by Malcolm Foster, the Waiomu Waterflyer
A little while ago on a lovely sunny day, I was flying my own-design
Sesquiplane, a very "unique" looking biplane aircraft, with its highmounted single motor and twin tails, when a little old lady walking her
dog stopped to chat with me. The cartoon below is drawn to reflect the
conversation.

Another day I was parading my Flying Carpet over the beach near the
Tapu campground, and a couple of chaps came over and exclaimed with
surprise over the design and control setup. One of them said; "Some of
the folk over at the campground thought it was someone's airbed that had
got away on them in the wind!" Really?
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It's interesting what
being a "lone flyer"
regularly in a certain
location can lead to another older gentleman
from the same motor
camp pulled up recently
in his Ute to talk to me
about the models, and
then he dragged out a
lovely little electric
Malcolm’s Magic
Super Cub to show me,
Flying Carpet
and ask if I would
maiden it for him. "I've
had it for a few years, but never been game enough to fly it by meself" he
said. I put him off that particular day, as the flight battery wasn't fully
charged, it was windy, and I wanted to look up the "push button safe
recovery" settings on the net, as I hadn't flown a plane with "autosave"
before. Having done that, I think I will just proceed with normal settings
on the transmitter, rather than relying on gyroscopes, etc. But he hasn't
been back again yet.
What I find most rewarding is the small children who stop and talk, and
are interested, and I try and carefully steer them towards appropriate
sources and possibilities to enter the hobby safely. It all looks so easy to a
little person, and when I tell them that I have been doing this for half a
century, they quieten down a bit. But I try and cheer them up by asking
their age, and if it's around 11 or 12, I say, "Well, I was your age when I
started aeromodelling."
Retirement also brings lots of wonderful time to explore your aeronautical
library, and dream of and plan new projects. Photo of one wall of my four
walls which are covered with aircraft books, and a view of the ceiling.
Happy Flying,
Malcolm.
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Since retirement Malcolm
has been hoarding lots of
aircraft books including
planes on the ceiling
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And from the building Board
Alan
Here is a photo of the Albatross I’m currently building before I put the
20cc DLE into this aircraft.
It has a wingspan of 1800mm.I had to cut the bottom at the motor end to
make a cowl and be removable as the motor sticks out a little bit. It
worked out ok and was able to make it removable.
The controls on rudder and elevator are pull pull system.
The ignition box has to be fitted inside the fuselage near the fuel tank.
This model is a Dancing Wings Hobby kit and is a beautifully built kit.
The only bug is the spinner as it is made out of very thin plastic so I am
getting one of our members to make a fiberglass one.
Looking forward to getting it finished for a test fly. Cheers, Alan.
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Specifications; Model: SCG31 Albatross Dr.III,
Wings Hobby.
Wingspan: 1800mm.
(64g/sq.dm)

Length: 1430mm

Brand: Dancing
Wing loading: 20oz/tf

Flying weight: about 11 pound (5kg)
Recommend Parts (Not included):
2x Stroke 20cc gasoline(DLE-20CCRA), 4X Stroke 30cc gasoline, 2x
Stroke 90class methanol
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In case you missed club night
Septembers club night proved very interesting with good discussions
around the models that had been brought along for show and tell. Of
particular interest was Bernard Scotts new free flight competition model
with the discussion around how the competition was run and flown. The
evening was wrapped up with a presentation in photos of the last Twenty
years of club history dating from 2002. This was of particular interest
being it’s our 90th year of operation as a club.
(Reprinted from Grant’s Prez report)

Bernard’s
Competition
free flight
model

Gordon explaining
something
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September club fun fly – Vintage, Gliders
and Aerotowing
Gordon
Theme day at HMAC again. This month it was vintage, gliders and
anything else you fancied. With a NOTAM in place we were able to use
a height limit of 1200ft.! Yep, they look pretty small at that height!

Dave, Bruce and Rob with Bob (Hawk)
for company
There was a huge turnout on the day with amazing weather conditions.
There were visitors from Tauranga, Rotorua, and of course our “wayward
son”, Dave from Waverley. Along with all the locals parking was at a
premium! Excellent!
Lots of old & new flying from DLG to vintage power. Thermals seemed
easy to find...if only you knew where to look! (I just scabbed off the other
guys!) There also seemed to be a lot of mouth racing going on in the pits!,
Hmm, nothing unusual there then! Provided plenty of hot air I suppose.
During the afternoon we indulged in a bit of aero towing which went very
well. First up I towed Grant’s “something or other” glider up, no worries.
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Gordon and Grant
about to hook up.
That doesn’t sound
right somehow does it?

Then the Tauranga boys were into it! They had 2 tow planes, both 1/3?
Piper Pawnee’s but only one was used for towing as the other had only
just passed certification.
Sorry, I don’t recall the exact model of glider being towed (so I won’t
name it!) but it went very well effortlessly achieving long flight times.
Most of the fun during aero tow is in the launch & tow out, but of course
for the glider pilot a long & successful flight is king! Our visitors all
commented on how smooth the air is at HMAC, ...this no doubt due to
the lack of trees, hills, valleys, etc.
It was great to see our visitors on the day enjoying themselves and the use
of our facilities. Big shout out to John Ryan from Rotorua who had his
grandson there flying a trainer, John was giving lots of “helpful” advice
from behind the pilot box... he did not seem need it as he was flying great!
So, all in all a good day’s flying and camaraderie with no drama’s (at least
not that I saw!)
Gordon
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Dean Hill from Tauranga
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Large gliders require large trailers. This is Bill DeRenzy’s

Bit of a trailer park happening here
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Alan and Cavalier

Bill

Who’s next?

John Ryan from Rotorua and Brian
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Some of the many spectators

Bruce Clark’s Maxa,
Dave’s Gracia and
Dixielander

Views along the
pit area
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And more from the Flight Line

Problem solving again

Rex - Calmato

Grant’s Decathlon

Bryce

Dennis with Beaver

Bryce and P-38
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Lyndon’s Extra,
Bryan Wilton and
Hawk

Warren’s RV-8, with Test
pilots Lyndon and
Scoobie, above
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Float Plane Day
October 2 was our 4th scheduled Float plane event for 2022, the weather
forecast for the Sunday was at best wet! Early Sunday morning it was
decided we should “give it a go” and as luck would have it the weather
gods smiled upon us for a change! We ended up with a warm fine and
calm day, which was nothing like what was predicted. The pits were filled
with all of the usual aircraft, most of which had been hurriedly charged at
the last minute by locals, the visitors staying at home thanks to the
forecast!!
(reprinted from Grant’s Prez report)

The pit area

Rex and Aces Stik

The boys

Brad and Alan
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View along the pits

Timber

Bryan

Lyndon

Thumbs up from Gordon
32

Lyle

Alan and Sel

Gordon and Lyndon

Wayne

Rex fine tuning the Aces Stik
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Phil Hall has decided its time to sell his lovely little float plane rescue boat
for which the club has enjoyed the use of for many years. If someone in
the club is interested in the purchase of said boat please get in contact with
Phi or Gordon asap otherwise a volunteer will be required to go swimming
come next float plane day

Someone please buy Phil’s boat as
these guys are more interested in
looking for bodies than rescuing
aircraft
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Coming Events 2022
What’s On, When and Where
October2022
• RC Racing Pylon Series
October 1, 2022 - October 2, 2022 @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd,
Pukekawa
• HMAC Float Plane Day @Lake D (confirmed)
October 2, 2022 9:00am @ Lake Kainui (D), Lake Road, Horsham Downs
• NZ Soarchamps
October 6 – October 9 2022 @ Black Bridge, Hawkes Bay
• IMAC Scale Aerobatics Competition@ Galatea
October 7, 2022 - October 9, 2022 @ Galatea Airfield, Galatea
• Vintage Competition and Rally
October 8, 2022 9:00am – 4:00pm (Raindate 15th) @ Tuakau MAC, Anderson
Redoubt Road, Tuakau
• HMAC Club Night – Buy, Sell and Swap evening
October 12, 2022 7:30pm @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A
Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion)
• Waharoa Warbirds Fly-In
October 15, 2022 –October 16, 2022 @ Matamata-Piako MAC, Jaggers Road,
Waharoa (Matamata)
• Southern Fling
October 29 – October 30, 2022 @ Black Bridge, Hawkes Bay

November2022
• RC Pattern Precision Aerobatics Competition
November 5, 2022 @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa
• RC Scale Winter Blowout Training Day
November 5, 2022 - @ Matamata-Piako MAC, Jaggers Road, Waharoa
(Matamata)
• RC Racing Pylon Series
November 6, 2022 @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa
• HMAC Club Night
November 9 @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A Maeroa Road
(behind the tennis pavilion)
• RC Aerobatics Competition – North Shore MAC
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•
•
•
•
•
•

November 12, 2022 - @ North Shore MAC, 60 Green Road Albany, Dairy Flat,
Auckland
HMAC Monthly Themed Fly-In
November 13, 2022 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton
RC Scale and Sport Scale Competition - Waharoa
November 19, 2022 - @ Matamata-Piako MAC, Jaggers Road, Waharoa
(Matamata)
MFHB 75th Anniversary Meeting
November 19 – November 20, 2022 @ Awatoto Field, Hawkes Bay
IMAC Scale Aerobatics Competition - Galatea
November 25, 2022 - November 27, 2022 @ Galatea Airfield, Galatea
Glider Aerotow Event – Matamata Goat Farm
November 25, 2022 - November 27, 2022 @ 1031 Old Te Aroha Road
HMAC Float Plane Day @Lake D (confirmed)
November 27, 2022 9:00am @ Lake Kainui (D), Lake Road, Horsham Downs

Also lets not forget:
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Please refer to the clubs website for any
cancellations or additions to programmed
events
Next Flight Lines November 2022
November Newsletter deadline – Wednesday 2 November 2022

For further up to date event info please visit:
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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