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Cover Page: Not something you see up our neck of the 

woods. This is a F5J Plus X flown recently at the 

Soarchamps in Hawkes Bay 
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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

October 2020 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley – Retired and living the life of luxury 

 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay                  027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads              021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson                07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson                021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN       Sel Melville                   027-482-3459 
BULLETIN Ed. Dave Crook    021-123-6040 
(Editorial Email:  send to:  chloecat@xtra.co.nz )                                                                                           
 
COMMITTEE: 
 
Mike Sutton   
Chris Tynan 022-353-9231  
Sel Melville 027-482-3459  
Dave Crook 021-123-6040 -   
Lyndon Perry               021-02518474                                                   
  
WEB SITE Grant Finlay   
CATERER Colleen Tynan  
 
CLUB NIGHT:   Wednesday 14 October , 2020 7.30 pm  
VENUE:  Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton  

 
Club Night Theme:  Large Model Certification Process 
 
Club Themed Flying Day:  Bi-planes/Multi Wing & Agricultural 
Aircraft 
 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

Well here we are well into the spring weather 

and so far it hasn’t disappointed, we’ve had 

rain, wind, heat and freezing cold across the 

country and a good mixture of all of that here 

in the Waikato.  But best of all we are back 

into longer days with daylight savings giving 

us that extra flying time in the evenings.  

Surprise, surprise....I’ve even managed to race 

out after work in the last week for an early evening fly, a lovely evening 

and just me there! Gotta love mid week flying. As for the building board, 

well not a lot of time has been spent there, but that comes as no surprise 

with plenty of other things taking priority. Like a good cheese or wine… 

good things take time!! 

 

 

Grant’s building board 

– needs a project 
 

 

So what of the club activity? 

Well Septembers Club night 

saw Frazer Briggs give us a 

run down on the basics of 

RC aerobatics with 

descriptions of the Clubman 

Pattern Aerobatics and Sportsman IMAC (Scale) aerobatics schedules.  

With a stick plane (Practice Plane) in one hand and a whole lot of 

enthusiasm Frazer described the manoeuvres in detail and how to fly 

them successfully.  The club night was subsequently followed up with an 

on field demonstration and a bit of coaching the following Sunday. Both 

the club night and the live flying demos were well received and gave 
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everyone a good sense of what aerobatic competitions are all about. 

Thanks and well done Frazer for an enlightening couple of sessions. 

 

 
No one can say they didn’t learn anything 

 

Our other September club flying event was to have been another float 

plane day at Lake Kainui. Unfortunately the weather decided otherwise 

on our behalf and at 8am on the Sunday morning I made the call to 

cancel the days event. Fortunately, the weather forecasters were right 

this time around with rain and strong winds hitting us through the 

morning and continuing right throughout the day. If the forecasters had 

been wrong there would have been hell to pay!!!  None the less, I have 

one final chance to test fly my new Cessna Float plane this year and that 

will be on Sunday 22
nd

 Nov at Lake Kainui. Fingers crossed! 

This month’s themed club flying day is to be a double banger of sorts. 

Firstly it’s a flyin for those with Bi-planes, Triplanes and any other form 

of multi winged aircraft. But to make things more interesting… like 
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‘which plane do I take today’ we are going to make it an ‘Agricultural 

Aircraft’ theme as well.   

 

 
Club themed flying day – Bi plane or tri plane, you choose 

 

For those of us with one aircraft in each camp it may have to come down 

to a coin toss as to what aircraft ends up in the car.  As always, all other 

aircraft are welcome to fly, but let’s see if we can get a good spread of 

Biplanes and Ag aircraft on the field (what about an Ag-Biplane, anyone 

hiding one of those in their hanger ….Gordon!!) 

Octobers club night has traditionally been our buy, sell and swap 

meeting. However with the Tauranga Clubs auction being postponed 

until just last weekend, the decision was made to forgo our swap meeting 

for this year and hope that next year things sit a little more back to 

normal. So that said, Octobers club night subject is to be Large models 

and the Large Model Certification process.  This night will give you an 

overview of what the requirements are, answer the question “when does 

a model fall into one of the large model categories” and describe how to 

go about getting started on your large model project.  Hope to see you 

there. 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g58277-d1632663-i281611180-Military_Aviation_Museum-Virginia_Beach_Virginia.html&psig=AOvVaw3lMCil4psVJlTEHKUqrIWM&ust=1602390518615000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKjBgYmYqewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 7 

Don’t forget you guys 

working towards your 

wings badge, keep at it and 

get in touch with Gordon 

to sit the Wings bag test as 

soon as you feel you are 

ready and confident. If you 

can fly the flight test safely 

the rest is pretty straight 

forward, so don’t be shy, 

jump in there and get it sorted. 

I quick shout out to Gordon, Sel and project overseer Alan for creating a 

little gateway into the Toilet Compound so that folks don’t get zapped 

by the electric fence when racing over for a quick Zizz. Thanks guys, 

well done. 

Finally, although we are back at Covid Level 1, please still take care at 

the field and remember to exercise good health practices just in case 

there is a possible community outbreak again. This bug seems destined 

to be with us for some time to come yet, so help yourself to stay clear of 

it!! 

So with that, I’ll sign off as always with my “Safety is no Accident” 

message and wish you all good flying. 

 

Cheers Grant 

 

 

Hyperion EOS606i AC/DC charger $60 
 

Includes original box, instruction manual, power 

cord for 240V and 12V, XT60 charge plug, new 

JST balance balance board for 2S-6S. 

Pic attached if you want to use it. 

 

Ian Sweeney 027 309 5545 
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__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=http://bestdemotivationalposters.com/newtons-law/&psig=AOvVaw1dtR8i6hpSPD8mdv3hQjVy&ust=1602391982028000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNiKrcOdqewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=swi-OYF0efk&psig=AOvVaw2QRLoyR2LWTH1vYJOP4Q8b&ust=1602399635298000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKicrPq5qewCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH
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Aircraft I Dream About— the dH TK-5  

Bruce Pickering 

Twenty five years ago I was involved with a large construction project in 

Bangalore, India. The architect for the project was a gentleman, in the 

true sense of the word, named Thomas Thomas. The narrative behind his 

name is another story in itself, but essentially he came from the south 

western state of Kerala, where there are many Coptic Christians who feel 

some affinity with the apostle Thomas, hence the very common usage of 

the name. More interesting than his name though, Tom was an 

accomplished aviator. He built and flew two aeroplanes: the Mini-Max 

ultralight and a scaled down sport version of the Neuport 11. He was 

also a partner in Raj Hamsa Ultralights, which produced the successful 

X-Air series of microlights with a wide export market. I visited 

Bangalore close to 30 times over six years, so there were opportunities to 

relieve the stress of work with some occasional flying—the X-Air was a 

very nice aircraft. Besides his full-size interest Tom also was an RC aero 

modeller, a rarity in India at the time. To while away the evening hours 

in my hotel room I would borrow his modelling books, and that is where 

this story really starts. 

In an old 

Aeromodeller 

magazine, from the 

1960s I think, I found 

a captivating article, 

with a drawing, about 

the de Havilland TK-5. 

In 1928 de Havilland 

established their 

Aeronautical 

Technical School. 

Initially it was to train 

ground engineers  

working on the Moth series. From 1933 every intake of apprenticed 

students were required to design a light aircraft. The best design from 
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each intake was built, starting with the TK-1 (the designation TK 

originated with the winning drawings of TK-1 done by a Dutch student 

that he entitled “Tekniese Kollege”). TK-1 to TK-4 were all built and 

flown successfully, some even being flown in the King’s Cup Races. In 

1938 the students made a radical departure from their predecessors and 

designed the unusual and distinctive TK-5, with a canard foreplane and 

swept back main plane, powered by a pusher engine mounted high in the 

tail. But its odd shape wasn’t the only unusual feature—embarrassingly 

it wouldn’t fly! 

 

Registered as G-AFTK, many unsuccessful attempts to get it airborne 

were made by Geoffery de Havilland. But no matter what he tried the 

aeroplane simply would not leave the ground. Its size and power was not 

a problem: a wingspan of 7.83 metres, gross weight of 620kg and a 

Gypsy Major 140 hp engine was a promising combination. Nobody 

could work out why it would not fly, so the disappointed students were 

force to scrap the project. Relegated to a shed, it was destroyed during a 

bombing raid in 1940. The question remained though, why wouldn’t it 

fly? 
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Intrigued by the article I contacted the magazine, via the then brand new 

e-mail facility, asking if I could get in touch with the author. They 

obliged and in subsequent correspondence with him I gained some very 

valuable information—primarily that it all had to do with the thrust line. 

 

Apparently another company (I believe it was Miles) had also built a 

canard aircraft that would not get off the ground. The test pilot made 

numerous attempts at well over the predicted take-off speed, but it 

refused to lift off. On his last attempt, having used up most of the 

runway, he abruptly pulled the power off to stop; instead, to his dismay, 

the aeroplane immediately leapt into the air, sailed over the fence at the 

end of the runway and landed in a paddock. Apart from the canard the 

significant similarity with the TK-5 was that it had a high mounted rear 

engine with a thrust line parallel to the ground. It was subsequently 

found that this caused a rotation about the axis of the main wheels, 

forcing the nose down. As soon as the power was released, the rotational 

force disappeared and in the latter aircraft’s case, it had enough speed to 

become airborne. Clearly, that was also the problem with the TK-5. 
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The author—unfortunately I forget his name, and sadly, he died 

suddenly after just two or three communications—had built a small free 

flight model that he managed to fly successfully. He learned that tilting 

the motor so that the extended thrust line intersected the foreplane 

removed the problem.  Armed with that insight, along with other helpful 

suggestions, I forged ahead with drawing and eventually built an electric 

model. I had every intention to fly the model, but intentions are not 

actions and it sat in my ceiling out of sight for twenty years. Eventually I 

gave it and the drawing away before leaving Hamilton. Perhaps the new 

owner will get to fly it before the next twenty years are up! It would be 

nice to know that it does fly; in a way those young designers of over 80 

years ago would be vindicated. And I don’t suppose there would be 

many, if any, other models built. 
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Lament of the Ageing Aeromodeller 
Bernard Scott 

 

I’m sixty-five, the Gumment says, and so deserve a pension 

Slow down and rest, that is what’s best                                                        

Least, that is their contention 

But I still build as if I'm young - I hope that's not pretension 

                I don't feel old, I’m alert and bold     

Not ready for detention 

This old age thing, I'll have you know, is simply an invention 

The only trouble to burst my bubble                                                                   

Is related to retention 

They claim I'm old and rule me out, but even yet I say … 

 

Oh, Crikey, Quick !! 

I need to pee  ….  is there a toilet down this way? 
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Tauranga Auction 
 

A goodly number of HMAC members crossed the Kaimai’s to attend the 

annual Tauranga auction. This year’s event had been postponed to the 

later date because of the Covid 19 restrictions on gatherings, travel, etc. 

Consequently it was not known what the attendance would be like or 

even whether it would still be going ahead. However, with the 

restrictions dropping to level 1 shortly beforehand it was all go.  

When I arrived there were plenty of people around and the fixed price 

sales table was already doing a brisk trade with more goods arriving in a 

constant stream.  

 

 
 

The hanger soon filled with lots of gear for the auction so at 10.00 sharp 

the auction was under way. Tony Christianson was the auctioneer and he 

always does a superb job. How he can keep it going for about 4 hours 

without a break amazes me! I was exhausted just watching! 

There seemed to be some very good bargains to be had if the goods were 

what you desired with some absolute steals going under the hammer. Of 

course there was plenty passed in with most of these failing to attract a 

bid so I guess no one was interested at a reasonable price. I did notice 
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that the crowd of buyers had thinned down a bit halfway through; maybe 

they had already spent all their hard earned cash.  

 

 
 

Alan sold & bought some aircraft so probably ended up square! Warren 

& Wayne came home with some treasure while Sel & myself came 

home with more work for the future. Most HMAC dudes came home 

with something but I noticed our president with his hands deeply thrust 

into his pockets! One day he will open his wallet, the moths will fly out, 

and we will all be stunned!!   

I noticed there were some very cheap sport aircraft/engine combo’s that 

sold under the hammer. These were great buying for some.  

As always it was a great social occasion catching up with other 

modellers from around the country when you are not under the pressure 

of flying on the day. Hopefully next year it will be able to return to the 

usual mid-year date but I must say it was nice this year to not be freezing 

in the draughty hanger! 

 

Gordon 
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Mike Briggs – the Old 

Fokker 
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HMAC’s September Action 
 

 
 

Gordons plane now with flaps 
 

 
 

Sel twiddling the sticks to see which plane is his 
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Break time 
 

 

 

 

 

Sel’s new and hopefully 

improved Aces Stik 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 19 

Vale - Angus Macdonald. 
 

It is with great sadness that I report the passing of Angus Macdonald.  

Many of us will know or have heard of Angus and will fondly remember 

him as the true Gentleman and champion of aeromodelling.  Many of us 

oldies will recall Modelair as being the shop in Newmarket and the go to 

place for aeromodelling supplies and kitsets that were manufactured 

there.  More than likely there will be the odd kit or two still somewhere 

in the workshop.  Angus has been a member of AMAC just about as 

long as the club has existed.  Angus was a life member of MFNZ, 

AMAC as well as AMAC Patron.  Angus was Chairman of the 

Macdonald Memorial Trust.  

 

Mike Fairgaray 

Secretary AMAC 
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Matamata-Piako  MAC open day for 
Tauranga Club members 

 

A couple of weekends ago, the Matamata-Piako MAC decided to open 

its field up to Tauranga MAC club members for an invitational Flyin and 

BBQ lunch.  Being an associate member of the Matamata-Piako MAC  I 

decided I would wander across for the day and see who tuned up from 

both camps. 

Not surprisingly, there was about a half and half turnout from both clubs 

with a couple of associates like myself gracing the day.  I did hear one of 

the Tauranga guys say that this was the first time he had ever flown at 

any field other than Tauranga…that must have been interesting for him. 

Unfortunately for me, I made a bad aircraft choice for the day which 

limited my flying to one slightly unnerving flight and even more so 

landing.  The wind got up to a fresh northerly which at Matamata 

equates to a direct cross wind.  My choice of the Dehavilland Beaver for 

the day which absolutely hates a cross wind take off and even more so 

the landing, meant that my one flight was a little nerve wrecking to say 

the least. Nonetheless, after at least three attempts to land and a lovely 

gentle ground loop on roll out, I decided that discretion was the better 

part of Valor and parked the Beaver up behind the van and took out the 

trusty Radian, which I will fly pretty much anywhere, anytime! 

Others were having similar issues in the wind, so not a great lot of flying 

went on during the day. There was one small ding with a Piper cub being 

ground looped on takeoff and doing a little damage, but for the most part 

those that flew did well in the conditions.  

On the plus side, with Mike Briggs in charge of the BBQ, the lunch time 

burgers went down a treat with everyone tucking into a hearty and 

wholesome meal. Thanks Mike. 

So all up, despite my choice of aircraft, it was still an enjoyable day and 

nice to chat with others from a different club. Maybe we could do 

something similar ! 

 

Cheers Grant. 
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Some of the day’s action from Matamata 

 
 

 

 

Dave Neilson 

with his Stuka 
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Grant’s DH Beaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim and Dom 

Clarke 
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Stu Cameron 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Part of the pit area 
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And from the Bulletin 
Editor: 
Dave  
 

Reporting on the Soaring 

Champs from Hawkes Bay 
 

On September 19 and 20 I was visiting the Hawkes Bay to both visit 

friends and to attend both the F5J and F3K events at the Soaring Champs 

at the MFHB’s Black Bridge field. The weather held fine for both days I 

was there but I do understand the weather did not cooperate on either the 

Thursday and Friday curtailing earlier events. 

 

While I have attended previous F3K events in the past this was the first 

time I witnessed a full F5J competition. I found it to be well run with 

both Joe Wurts and Kevin Botherway controlling the event throughout. 

This is mainly due to a tape recording via speakers that informs you of 

when your round is to be flown, a countdown to the start of the round 

followed up some 9 minutes and 50 seconds later by a 10 second 

countdown to the end of the round.  

 

As for tactics, well the most important thing is to get your time (do not 

run late !). Next the landing points, up to 100 for the bullseye. Scoring is 

brutal. Points are deducted for launch height, 1 point per metre up to 200 

metres followed by 3 points per metre over 200 metres. If you arrive late 

i.e. over 10 minutes you receive no landing points at all and if you land 

out any further than 75 metres from the spot you get nothing and your 

flight is scored zero.  

 

These guys are good, and some of the flights I witnessed looked like 

they would be down early but watching some of them make the time was 

a pleasure to watch.  Highly recommended.   
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A round of F5J gets underway 
 

 
 

A F5J “Plus” heading for home 
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Two DLG’s in a thermal 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://www.reddit.com/r/RCPlanes/comments/chj7h4/rc_meme_2/&psig=AOvVaw2kG_1wpo2agudVkeIPR4cP&ust=1602449255238000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjZ0-zyquwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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Parting Shots: 
 

 
 

So true ! 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://d.facebook.com/iist.dhanak/photos/ms.c.eJxFyMEJAEEIA8COFhNN1P4bWzgOdp6Dik3ZSUV5dPAHF40UvzDQw~_pFxwsNqMgLzUQNjg~-~-.bps.a.1402628526510829.1073741861.386740061433019/1409611782479170/?type=3&source=49&__tn__=EH-R&psig=AOvVaw2kG_1wpo2agudVkeIPR4cP&ust=1602449255238000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjZ0-zyquwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAV
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…& spotted above the Men’s Urinal at 
the Ardmore Airport Café…! 
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Coming Events 2020 

 

October 2020 
 RC Aerobatics Competition 

October 11, 2020 - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 
 HMAC Club Night Meeting  

October 14, 2020 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 
Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 Waharoa Warbirds Flyin 
October 17, 2020 - @ Matamata-Piako MAC, Jaggers Road, Waharoa 
(Matamata) 

 HMAC Monthly Club Day 
October 18, 2020 @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton  

 NNI Vintage Competition and Rally  
October 17, 2020 – October 18, 2020 9:30 am@ Tuakau MAC , Tuakau 
Domain, Alexandra Redoubt Road 

 RC Aerobatics Competition  
October 31, 2020 - @ TECT All Terrain Park Model Flying Centre, Pyes Pa 
Road. (29km from Tauranga, 27km from Rotorua ) 
 

November 2020 
 RC Pylon Racing Series 

November 1, 2020 - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 
 HMAC Club Night Meeting  

November 11, 2020 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 
68A Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 Highbrook MAC Intro to Aerobatics Day 
November 14, 2020 - @ Highbrook Model Airpark, Pukekiwiriki Place 
Highbrook Auckland. 

 Black Sands annual Full Size Homebuilt Aircraft Flyin – Te Kowhai Airfield 
November 14, 2020 - @ Te Kowhai Airfield, 172 Limmer Road Te Kowhai - 
8am onwards 

 HMAC Monthly Club Day 
November 15, 2020 @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton  

 Control Line Combat Contest  
November 15, 2020 - @ TECT All Terrain Park Model Flying Centre, Pyes 
Pa Road. (29km from Tauranga, 27km from Rotorua ) 

 LMANZ Large Model Rally (New Plymouth)  
November 21, 2020 - November 22, 2020 @ New Plymouth Model Aero 
Club 
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 HMAC Float Plane Day @ Lake Kainui 
November 22, 2020 9:00 am - @ Lake Kainui (D), Lake Road, Horsham 
Downs. 

 RC Soaring Aerotow Event 
November 27, 2020 - November 29, 2020 @ TECT All Terrain Park Model 
Flying Centre, Pyes Pa Road. (29km from Tauranga, 27km from Rotorua ) 

 RC Pylon Racing Series 
November 29, 2020 - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 
 
…..and from our Full Size Friends 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Flight Lines November 2020 
November Newsletter deadline – Wednesday 4 November 2020 

       
For further up to date event info please visit: 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 


