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Cover Page: Gordon’s stunning Twin Electric powered 

Grumman Gouger in happier times….why you ask? 

See page 30 
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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

November 2020 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley – Retired and living the life of luxury 

 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay                  027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads              021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson                07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson                021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN       Sel Melville                   027-482-3459 
BULLETIN Ed. Dave Crook    021-123-6040 
(Editorial Email:  send to:  chloecat@xtra.co.nz )                                                                                           
 
COMMITTEE: 
 
Mike Sutton   
Chris Tynan 022-353-9231  
Sel Melville 027-482-3459  
Dave Crook 021-123-6040 -   
Lyndon Perry               021-02518474                                                   
  
WEB SITE Grant Finlay   
CATERER Colleen Tynan  
 
CLUB NIGHT:   Wednesday 11 November , 2020 7.30 pm  
VENUE:  Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton  

 
Club Night Theme:  A work in progress. 
 
Club Themed Flying Day:  Float Planes at Lake Kainui (D). Sunday 

22 November 9.00am 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

Well this month’s report is probably going to 

be a little shorter on model content than usual 

being as a result of following the call to spend 

money in NZ and support the NZ tourist 

industry. Thus for the last two weeks I have 

been touring the South of the South Island and 

managing to inject a significant amount of 

$$ into the local economy down there!!!  Not 

that it wasn’t a holiday without a little bit of an aviation flavour to it. I 

did stumble into a bit of luck at being escorted around the Ashburton 

Aviation Museum (after hours) and having the whole place to myself, 

mind you I suspect it may be fairly quiet there at the best of times. I must 

say I was pleasantly surprised by the quantity, quality and variation of 

aircraft on display, and there were definitely far more exhibits there than 

I expected.  I would definitely recommend the museum as a place to stop 

at if you are down that way and if you want more info, follow this web 

link https://www.aviationmuseum.co.nz/ 

 

What’s behind these doors 

will be revealed later  

 

Whilst down in Te Anau, I 

stayed with Ivan and Kylie 

Krippner.  Ivan was a member of 

HMAC many years ago and 

currently operates the only Float 

plane tourist flight operation into 

the Fiordland National Park. 

Both Ivan and Kylie fly the 

tourist routes with their 1969 

https://www.aviationmuseum.co.nz/
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Cessna 206 on Floats.  Recently (pre-covid) they also purchased a 

second Cessna 206 aircraft of 1979 vintage out of Australia. That aircraft 

is currently stripped right down after being shipped across the Tasman 

and is currently undergoing extensive refurbishment which will see it 

approaching a near to new state when finished.   

So there ended up being a little bit 

of aviation in my travels including 

flights to and from the south Island. 

Another interesting place to check 

out is “Dig This – Invercargill” if 

you want to see if your model flying 

skills translate into operating a 5 ton 

or larger Excavator or Bulldozers 

etc…I had a go and it was a hoot… 

I say spend the money and give it a go, you won’t regret it!   

https://www.digthisinvercargill.nz/ 

So just before I left on holiday, we held our monthly themed Flyin. Bi-

planes/Multi Wing & Agricultural Aircraft was the theme and we 

managed to drag out a number of each type for a fairly good days flying.  

I was pre-occupied for most of the day finally getting Warren Setters (ex 

Bruce Pickerings) FU24 Fletcher into the sky for the first time since 

Warren purchased the model.  

 

Test pilot Grant with Warren’s FU24 Fletcher 

https://www.digthisinvercargill.nz/
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I have to say the model flew solid in the sky and was nice to fly, 

although landing on full flaps is an art and something that can go very 

wrong very quickly and requires some concentration. Unfortunately 

leaking seals in the new fuel tank stopped proceedings after the second 

flight and attempts to remedy the situation were a failure! None the less, 

everyone seemed to have a good days flying with no real dramas that I 

recall. 

 

“It’s not your plane Grant. Can I have a turn” says Warren 

This month’s themed flying day will be our final Float plane event for 

the year out at Lake Kainui  on Sunday  22nd November.  I have my new 

Cessna to test fly, so fingers crossed we don’t get rained or blown out 

like our last event was. As usual the gates will be open at 9am, so get 

there early to get the best out of the early morning calm (we hope). 

Remember the lake is open to the public and boaties may be using the 

lake too, so please take extra care if they are. 

For Octobers club night I gave a brief overview of the requirements and 

regulations around the operation of large models under the MFNZ large 

model scheme and CAA policy . The three categories of large models 

were discussed and some background provided around the whys and 
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how‘s of getting your large model through the certification process. If 

anyone wants further information, the process is well documented on the 

MFNZ web site. https://www.modelflyingnz.org/sigs/largemodel.html 

Novembers Club night is still a work in progress!  As always, it’s a 

struggle to come up with new ideas each month and filling the guest 

speaker spot is most often extremely difficult. We need your input to 

help make these evenings interesting and worthwhile. Don’t be afraid to 

put your hand up to give a presentation or demonstration, or at the very 

least suggest a subject that you want covered. We don’t mind if we 

repeat subjects if there is a need or a want, even just a short 10 minute 

slot can be beneficial to many. So put your thinking caps on and let us 

know what you need or would like covered. 

Coming up in early December is our Annual Xmas BBQ and Fun Fly on 

the 6th. This leaves us with a rain date of Dec 13th if required.   

Remember our Xmas BBQ is the weekend 

before the final Club night for the year 

and not after it. We will be following 

much the same format as previous years. 

It will be the usual Xmas all in event with 

the club providing the meats & liquid 

refreshments, with members asked to 

please bring along salads and desserts etc 

for a shared lunch around mid-day. Flying 

will be open to anything you fancy. Extra 

chairs, fold out tables, sun umbrellas, 

gazebo’s etc are always a bonus if you can 

fit them in with you. Cross your fingers 

now for nice weather! 

A special bonus for our Xmas BBQ event 

is an extension to our height limit for the day. Between 9am & 4pm we 

have arranged for a  “CAA NOTAM” to be in place that allows us to fly 

up to 800ft above ground level.  This does not mean our models have the 

right away and we must stay well clear of any full size aircraft activity. 

At least one observer should be on the flight line at all times and 

especially when models are exceeding the current 400ft limit. You must 
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also be able to lose height in a hurry if required, so please remember that 

fact with your aircraft selection! If this works okay and there are no 

issues, we hope to look to holding future events utilizing a NOTAM and 

an extended height limit. 

Finally it is with much sadness I would like to acknowledge on behalf of 

the club the passing last week of Mike O’Gradys wife Ann. Mike & Ann 

have been a past members of our club and a great supporters of both 

HMAC and model aviation in general. Thus Mike, please accept our 

memberships deepest sympathies and I’m pleased so many of us and the 

larger modeling fraternity were able to share in Ann’s final farewell. 

So with that I will wrap up my short report for November and hope to 

see you at the club night, float plane day, on the field or at the Xmas 

BBQ Funfly. 

Remember…safe flying is no accident and let’s keep it that way. 

Grant 

 
 

Ride em cowboy 
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And from the Bulletin 
Editor: 
Dave  
 

A bit light in content this month 

unfortunately but hopefully some 

interesting reading nonetheless. There 

has been quite a bit going on, either at the field or further afield which 

HMAC members have been involved in which have not been reported on 

this month. 

 

What I’d like to say here is if you are out and about and think it may be 

of interest to other club members, take a photo or three and send it 

through to either myself or Grant. A few words would help to. You may 

be the only person there otherwise don’t assume that someone else will 

do it or has done it, which is not always the case. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://memebase.cheezburger.com/tag/airplanes/page/4&psig=AOvVaw2-03MAHSqdHZ_2bo-7EWaa&ust=1604778936984000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPisnujZ7uwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Aircraft I Dream About—the 
Blackburn Sidecar 
Bruce Pickering 
 

Every now and then you come across something that makes you shake 

your head and ask, “Why? What in the world were they thinking?” One 

hundred years ago the Blackburn Aeroplane and Motor Company Ltd in 

Leeds, England decided to fill an apparent niche in aircraft production. 

After World War One a huge number of former military pilots were 

seeking to keep flying and Blackburn reckoned that they could build an 

affordable aeroplane to fill the need. What they came up with was the 

Sidecar—perhaps the low price was to be the incentive to purchase, 

because its appearance certainly wasn’t.  

 

There was a reason for calling it the Sidecar, but whatever they called it 

there have been various descriptions attributed to it over the years. One 

recent writer said, “I once threw an old crusty shower curtain on the 

ground and it did resemble this machine—without wheels of course!” 

But in the days when aeroplanes didn’t have to look like they could fly 

Blackburn forged ahead and the Sidecar was produced early in 1919. A 

two seat side by side, ultra light monoplane, the occupants sat in an open 
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cockpit sited above the wing leading edge, with access provided by a 

pair of side doors—hence the name Sidecar, no doubt somewhat 

puzzling to those who thought that a sidecar was something you attached 

to a motorcycle. 

Empty weight was 178kg; the wooden fuselage was of triangular cross 

section, similar to earlier Blackburn monoplanes as well as the Aeronca 

C3 and others of the time, but without the finer lines of those aircraft. It 

was a small 8.3 metre span mid-winged aircraft, with wings and other 

flying surfaces of constant chord. It had no fixed stabilizers, the vertical 

and horizontal surfaces were all-moving. The major assembly was fabric 

covered over a fairing that came up to shoulder height at the cockpit. 

The fuselage was unusually deep, allowing the undercarriage axles to be 

attached to the bottom keel-like longeron.  An oleo leg and radius rod 

attached to the wing root. A tail skid completed the undercarriage. Fitted 

with a 40hp two cylinder ABC Gnat engine driving a wooden two blade 

propeller and with a maximum weight of 386 kilograms (850 lb) it 

undoubtedly was going to be underpowered, although publicised 

optimistically as being capable of 134 kilometres per hour, with a range 

of 480 kilometres.  

In an effort to attract 

potential buyers, the 

prototype aircraft was 

displayed first at 

Harrods Department 

Store in 1919 and later 

at a store in Reading. 

Proudly displaying the 

civil registration G-

EALN, there is no 

evidence that the 

aeroplane ever flew, 

certainly not with the 

Gnat engine. The 

envisaged potential 

market of affordable 

private aircraft took flight only in the imagination anyway and nobody 
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was interested. In June 1921it was advertised for sale but paradoxically, 

in the absence of buyers, it was purchased by Blackburn’s own London 

manager Mr Haydon-White. He promptly repowered it with a 100hp 

Anzani radial engine. The fact that it was deregistered—apparently 

logged as unairworthy—four months later in October suggests that it 

was not flown successfully, if at all. A commentator recently observed: 

“Wistful thinking and total lack of appeal, some combo!” 

Be that as it may, would anybody dare to make a model? Just because it 

didn’t fly doesn’t mean it couldn’t fly. And that fuselage would have to 

add something to its directional stability, compensating for the tiny 

vertical stabilizer. The horizontal stabilizer could be increased in size. 

Perhaps not for the fainthearted, but if you have a penchant for building 

something singularly different why not give it a go and make a 100 year 

old lemon the centre of attention at your field. 

__________________________________________________________ 
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TEXACO  FLYING 
Bernard Scott 
 
Every now and again, “sport” fliers might be puzzled to see models 

being flown in a manner that seems odd to them. Rather than taking off 

and haring around at great speed with an occasion intended or accidental 

manoeuvre thrown in, these models simply float around at no great 

speed or height for an inordinate amount of time until attempting to land 

close to a chosen spot. What's that all about? Are these beginners who 

don't yet know how to perform a rolling circle, or are they doddery old 

farts who have lost their youthful abilities and now have to resort to 

tamer flying?  Well, both are possibilities, but the more likely answer is 

that they are members of the Vintage (fliers) community and they are 

practising one of many events that go under the general heading of 

“Texaco”.  

 

Texaco events flown in New Zealand are under the auspices of the 

Vintage SIG, and the fact that there are ten different Texaco events 

indicates their popularity with Vintage fliers.  The attraction lies in the 

seemingly simple, yet demanding, task of achieving the greatest 

efficiency of fuel use in each flight, whether that fuel involves methanol, 

diesel, or batteries. The challenges are similar to an automobile 

Economy Run. Success in both the full-size and model events is gained 

in the same way, by meticulous tuning of engines and careful use of 

throttles. The aerial contests have the added challenges of thermal 

seeking and precision landings but engine preparation and flying skills 

are what really count. 

 

In Texaco events, a level playing field is achieved by limits on types of 

engine, amount of fuel or battery size, and weight of model. For example, 

the smallest Texaco event for IC is called 1/2A and in this event uses a 

Cox reed-valve engine that is allowed 5cc of fuel to make eight-minute 

flights. Models are usually around 300 sq inches as this makes best use 

of the required engine.  1/2A was the first Texaco event flown in NZ, but 

is now less popular than the next size up, A-Texaco. 
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A-Texaco allows engines between 1.5 and 3.5cc which gets away from 

the sometimes difficult Cox engine. Diesel engines are the most fuel 

efficient although many fliers prefer a small 4-cycle engine for this event. 

The OS.20FS works very well, hauling models of up to 80” span with a 

run durations on good days of ten minutes on the allowed 14cc of fuel. 

 

 

80” A-Texaco Playboy and typical 4-cycle installation 
 

 

 

 
50” 1/2A Texaco MG-2  with  Cox Babe Bee engine 

 

 

Perhaps a quick look at some of the electric Texaco classes next bulletin. 
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My SIG Cub is (almost) done! 
Dorian Darby 
 

It's taken me a lot more time than I'd admit to, funny how time flies 

when a half finished model gathers dust in the garage. 

After a ton of subtle hints from Stan as well as outright blackmail I have 

finally got it to a flyable state. 

It's a 1/4 scale SIG Cub kit bought from the Tauranga auction a while 

back.  Building it has been a bit of a learning curve and plenty of 

mistakes were made along the way, most of them are hidden by the 

covering but there's no way this plane could be called scale - sorry 

Wayne! 
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Not long after buying the kit I bought up enough rolls of yellow Solartex 

from Hangar One, lucky I did as it's now hard to get hold of.  Stan did 

the covering whilst I assisted.  He might be an old bugger but he knows 

how to handle an iron. 

I've fitted a new OS120 Surpass with a McDaniels on-board glow driver 

which has a built-in 5000mAh battery. It's got a Spektrum receiver and 

Savox servos which is powered by two 6v 2500mAh battery packs. 

 

I've also made 

up an oil catch 

can from a 

plastic 

container which 

is mounted in 

the fuselage and 

connected to the 

crank breather.  

Hopefully this 

will keep some 

of the oiliness 

down, as I long 

as I remember 

to drain the can 

every now and then. 

Some of it is painted with Tamiya enamel paint and some with spray 

paint.  Cant say I'm that proud of my paint work but a blind man would 

be happy to see it. 

What really amazed me is that SIG is still manufacturing this kit and you 

can buy every part from them at a reasonable cost.  I know this because 

one night I left the tail plane components on top of the wife's car and 

forgot about them.  Later that night as I drove home I could see little bits 

of balsa down the side of the road.  Not only did I have to buy the 

tailplane from SIG, but I also had to order a set of replacement plans 

because I couldn't find the damn tailplane plan any more! 
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For those that have seen me fly before - don't worry, I'll be getting Grant 

to fly it a few times first before I have a go. 

 

Thanks, 

Dorian 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/853080354398742643/&psig=AOvVaw2s1ne1Ws-RgYbkHXTG4GGR&ust=1604781184069000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLD1toji7uwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Waikato Free Flight Champs 
Bernard Scott 
 

Hello All, 

 

The Waikato FF Champs were held on Saturday 31 October in a strong 

breeze. Retrieves were long and were hampered by drainage ditches. 

Today’s adverse conditions lead me to ponder why we bother with FF.  

Below, I have taken liberties with JFK’s speech at the Rice stadium, 

September 12, 1962.  We have probably all heard this speech, commonly 

known as “The Moon Speech”, but what is usually quoted is just a small 

fragment.  Read / hear the entire elegantly powerful speech here  - 

 

https://er.jsc.nasa.gov/seh/ricetalk.htm 

    

"There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict on the Free Flight 

field. Its hazards are hostile to us all. Its conquest deserves the best we 

can give, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation and personal 

development may never come again. But why, some ask, Free Flight?  

Why choose this as our goal?  They may well ask why climb the highest 

mountain?  Why, thirty five years ago, fly the Atlantic?   

We choose Free Flight.  We choose Free Flight not because it is easy, 

but because it is hard, because that goal will serve to organize and 

measure the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is 

one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and 

one which we intend to conquer."  

 

With a few changes, this summarises so well why we gather in all 

conditions to fly our toys.  

 

Read that last sentence again:  We choose Free Flight not because it is 

easy, but because it is hard, because that goal will serve to organize and 

measure the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is 

one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and 

one which we intend to conquer.    

https://er.jsc.nasa.gov/seh/ricetalk.htm
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What better answer and explanation could there be to those who do not 

understand the lure of Free Flight - those who know only the 

predictability and safety of Radio Control ? 

 

CONTEST RESULTS 

 

Mini Combined  1st David Ackery             111 

    2nd Bryce Gibson               80 

 

Open Combined  1st Bryce Gibson              180 

 

E-36    1st David Ackery              360 

    2nd Kevin Barnes              432 

    3rd Rob Wallace              113 

 

HLG / CAT   1st Bernard Scott               221 

    2nd Robert Wallace              203

    3rd Kevin Barnes              179 

    4th Bryce Gibson                16 

 

Aggregate   1st Bryce Gibson              363 

    2nd Bernard Scott              285

  

 
 

Robert’s newly acquired camper van - the perfect FFer's 

vehicle 
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Bryce with Open Combined model 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://www.redbubble.com/i/poster/American-A-10-Warthog-Jet-Aircraft-Meme-by-NorseTech/45540732.LVTDI&psig=AOvVaw2-03MAHSqdHZ_2bo-7EWaa&ust=1604778936984000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPisnujZ7uwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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 JERRY BATES USA  
 

Bearcat plans and short wood kit. 

1/5 scale. 

Came from the NZ distributor Avetek. 

Cost NZ $620 +.   

Im wanting $375 to a club               

member. 

 

       Jeremy Madley 

021 289 4889. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m surprised this kit hasn’t been 

sold. An excellent build project for 

the WWII enthusiast…Ed 
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Secondly is a motor... 
 

Also for sale, 
 

Motor, English made Laser 360 V Twin 4 Stroke. 

 

As new, un run, 60cc V Twin, very smooth, powerful, quiet, and uses a 

fuel mix of 0 to 5% nitro, and 10% synth oil, fuel consumption is Low 

compared to two stroke glow, and mess is also low... 

This motor was originally to go in the Bearcat also listed, but now I don't 

see myself using it... 

 

 

Im asking $900, a new one when you 

can get would be $500 plus above 

that price. 

i.e. $1400 

Contact Jeremy Madley for more...  

021 289 4889. 
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October Field Day Antics 
 

 

 

 

 

Aces Stik playing with 

the big boys 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warren (with Brian) 

about to get the 

Space Walker away 
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Alan and his Junkers 
 

 

 

Gordons’ “old and older” 

Vintage Playboy and Gypsy 

Moth 
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Alan went shopping 

at the Tauranga 

Auction. 

Guess what he 

bought ? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rowdy finds a new way to pack a Cub into the car 
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Ashburton Aviation Museum 
Grant 
 

 
I wouldn’t have expected to see one of these here ?....Ed 
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__________________________________________________ 

Ivan & Kylie Krippners Cessna 206 
Float plane in pieces (refer Grants report) 
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 30 

Parting Shots: 

 

 

 
 

 

This is why. 

Gordon now hates electrics ! 
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Coming Events 2020 

 

November 2020 
 HMAC Club Night Meeting  

November 11, 2020 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 
68A Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 Highbrook MAC Intro to Aerobatics Day 
November 14, 2020 - @ Highbrook Model Airpark, Pukekiwiriki Place 
Highbrook Auckland. 

 Black Sands annual Full Size Homebuilt Aircraft Flyin – Te Kowhai Airfield 
November 14, 2020 - @ Te Kowhai Airfield, 172 Limmer Road Te Kowhai - 
8am onwards 

 NNI Vintage Contest and Rally 
November 14 and 15, 2020 – @ Thames Blackfeet MAC, Ngatea  

 HMAC Monthly Club Day 
November 15, 2020 @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton  

 Control Line Combat Contest  
November 15, 2020 - @ TECT All Terrain Park Model Flying Centre, Pyes 
Pa Road. (29km from Tauranga, 27km from Rotorua ) 

 LMANZ Large Model Rally (New Plymouth)  
November 21, 2020 - November 22, 2020 @ New Plymouth Model Aero 
Club 

 HMAC Float Plane Day @ Lake Kainui 
November 22, 2020 9:00 am - @ Lake Kainui (D), Lake Road, Horsham 
Downs. 

 RC Soaring Aerotow Event 
November 27, 2020 - November 29, 2020 @ TECT All Terrain Park Model 
Flying Centre, Pyes Pa Road. (29km from Tauranga, 27km from Rotorua ) 

 RC Pylon Racing Series 
November 29, 2020 - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 
 

December 2020 
 RC Aerobatics Competition Norsewood 

December 5, 2020 - @ Galloway Farm, Norsewood (Southern Hawkes Bay) 
 RC Aerobatics Competiton 

December 6, 2020 - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 
 HMAC Christmas BBQ and Fun fly 

December 6, 2020 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 
 HMAC Christmas BBQ and Fun fly (Raindate) 

December 13, 2020 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 
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 RC Pylon Racing Series 
December 20, 2020 - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa  
 

January 2021 
 MFNZ National Championships – Multiple events 

January 3, 2021 11:00 am - January 8, 2021 @ Clareville 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Flight Lines December 2020 
December Newsletter deadline – Tuesday  December 2020 

       
For further up to date event info please visit: 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 


