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Presidents Report
Grant
Well here we are on the brink of going to
Covid level 1 and the country is breathing a
sigh of relief, although the real impact is
probably yet to come as the financial impacts
really kick in…. only time will tell….but
enough of that, we’re here to talk aircraft!
After we went to level two, I finally managed
to pay a visit to Warren Setters and raid his toy box. Warren has
generously handed over his FU24 Fletcher that he purchased off Bruce
Pickering. It comes to me on what Warren calls a “dry lease” but I’m not
too sure exactly what that means. But it does ensure that the model will
get to be flown sooner than later (even at ‘my’ build rate), as Warren has
more projects to work on than anyone else in the country, I would like to
bet. Thus, this month’s workshop time has been spent going over the
model from head to toe, checking out all of the control systems and
fittings, replacing the fuel tank and fitting up a new Rx and batteries etc.
A few more nights should see the aircraft ready to put back in the air.
So with the opening of the Flying Field again, we have seen a good bit
of action at the field both during the week and on the weekends. Thank
you to everyone for following the guidelines we put in place to ensure
yours and others health & safety was maintained at the field. Even as we
go to level 1, it would be good to see some of these health practices
continued as they will help with not only keeping Covid at bay, but also
in reducing the transmission of the usual cold and flu bugs.
With contact tracing still being an important part of combating Covid, I
would like to see people continue to fill out the field attendance register
in the letter box for the coming few weeks. This will keep us ahead of
the game if any cases return to the Waikato and it only takes a minute
out of your day.
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Our requirement to have three pilots in the pilots box at any one time
will now also return to a maximum of five, that is assuming the social
distancing requirements are removed under level 1.
A big thanks to Gordon,
Sel and Alan for the work
they put in to get the field
looking good and back
into shape for our reopening. The grounds
needed a good spruce up
and of course additional
signage, so thanks guys for
sorting that out whilst I
worked on
As we expect to have
unrestricted
operation
under level one, this
month will see the return
of our monthly themed
flight days. With a thin
calendar it’s good to be
Alan practices Social
able to offer an event for
Distancing by himself
everyone to participate in
again. So in line with all of
the extra building time the majority of members have had during level 4
& 3, our themed flying day topic is pretty simple…Bring along the New,
Repaired or Refurbished models that got your attention over the last
couple of months. This will be an open flying day and of course you
remain welcome to fly anything else you want to bring along as well.
Fingers crossed for some fine weather on Sunday 14th June.
Monthly Club nights remain on hold for now and therefore there will not
be a June meeting. The intention is that we will resume these meetings
again in July, so get your thinking caps on for what we can have as a
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subject for the night. Please forward on any ideas you may have come up
with whilst passing all that spare time in recent weeks!
Thanks to those members who stepped up to the challenge and provided
some good reading material for the last couple of newsletters. Don’t let it
stop, remember it is your newsletter and so long as it is printable, Dave
will happily receive your contributions on the editors desk.
Well, that is all I
have for the month.
The best flying
weather may have
been during
lockdown, but don’t
let winter put you off,
think of it as a
chance to improve
your skills in
challenging
conditions
So that’s my lot for
now, once again I’m
back to reminding
you that….
“Safe flying is No
Accident”
Cheers Grant.
Nancy made sure Brad
was prepared for
anything Covid could
throw at him…plus he
could finally clean his
aircraft
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FW 190 D Dora
Alan
I’ve just finished putting the gear in this
FW190 D Dora.
This was part of a swap I got from
Warren. I am not sure what kit this
model is from but it is fairly large with a
wingspan of 86in.

I have put in an JVC Evo 23cc petrol engine which should have plenty
of power.
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I went around to Gordons on one of his days off work and we set all the
controls up on my Futaba 16 channel Radio set. I had a spare 14 channel
Futaba receiver but for some reason with this receiver the Rexal engine
cut off will not work.
I have now found another make of 14 channel receiver which is
compatible with Futaba and will fit that in.
At this stage it has mechanical retracts working on a retract servo for
each retract. At a later stage will most probably get some electric retracts.

Cheers Alan
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Aircraft I Dream About—the Monospar
Bruce Pickering
Piet van Asch was a well known figure in New Zealand aviation circles,
being responsible for forming Aerial Mapping, which specialised in
aerial photography and surveying. Born in Waitotara in 1911, van
Asch’s zeal for photography and flying made him one of New Zealand’s
leading aviation pioneers. The first aircraft he obtained, in 1936, was a
Monospar ST-25 Universal: ZK-AFF. He originally had thought a
gyrocopter would suit his purpose best, but he became enthusiastic about
the low-wing monoplanes being built by the General Aircraft Company
and his Monospar became a familiar sight in New Zealand skies.
In 1929, the Monospar
Company Ltd
was
created
by
Swiss
engineer
Helmuth
Stieger to develop new
methods of designing
cantilever wings. He
worked as a designer
for William Beardmore
and Company, where he
developed his own ideas
about wing design. He
reasoned that a wing
needed only one spar
with a system of strong
compression struts and
triangulated
wire
bracing
to
carry
torsional loads. The result was a light wing with very high strength to
weight ratio. Predictably, the name of the company was based on the
single, or mono, spar.
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Based on Stieger’s wing the company designed a twin-engined low–
wing aircraft called the Monospar ST-3 that was built by the Gloster
Aircraft Company and first flown in 1931. Following the success of this
aircraft the General Aircraft Company was established to use the new
Monospar wing design. A number of variants were produced over the
next few years, culminating in the ST-25.

The Monospar ST-25 was a low-wing cantilever monoplane with a
fabric-covered metal structure. It sported an improved fuel system and
some aerodynamic refinements. It was named ST-25 Jubilee, to honour
the 25th anniversary of the reign of King George V. The enclosed cabin
had five seats, extra windows, plus the luxury of a radio receiver. First
flight of the prototype, registered G-ADIV, occurred in June 1935.
The ST-25 was powered by two Pobjoy
Niagara engines, a British seven-cylinder
air-cooled radial aero engine first
produced in 1934. This light weight
engine (61kg) put out 85HP and ran at
higher speeds than conventional engines.
Reduction gearing made it necessary to
offset the propeller, giving the motor a
distinctive look. Designed by Douglas
Pobjoy, the Niagara was a popular engine
for light and experimental aircraft, well
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regarded due to its small diameter, smooth operation and low noise. It
was engine of choice in the Comper Swift.
The Monospar ST-25 entered service with some British airlines. There
was also a De–Luxe version with four seats and single enlarged fin. Only
two were built; the first was converted back to twin fins and rudders,
which gave better handling with one engine stopped. The second was
converted to an air ambulance for the British Red Cross. Twenty six
Monospar ST-25 Universal’s were built and several went into airline
service in Canada, UK and Australia, as well as the one that Piet van
Asch brought to New Zealand for Aerial Mapping.

In 1943 NZ Aerial Mapping’s Monospar was retired and the company
took delivery of a Beechcraft AT-11 Kansan. The Monospar was placed
in storage for over twenty years, but in 1967 it was restored to flying
condition. It could be seen flying at air shows, until it was destroyed in a
hangar fire in 1986. The only surviving example is an ex–ambulance that
was restored during the 1990’s and is now hanging in a museum in
Denmark. If you want to fly something different, why not consider
researching and building a Monospar? It would make a neat electric
model.
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UNLOCKED-DOWN FREE FLIGHT
Bernard Scott
The perfect flying weather for most of the lock-down period was
frustrating. Always in the background was the thought that as soon as we
were “free” to fly, the weather would turn wet and windy. Not so!
Much of the last few weeks have been perfect for free flight, and those
into this side of aeromodelling have taken advantage, flying at both the
local free flight sites.

Icy mornings have been the norm, sometimes
with mist for the first hour or two; numb fingers
and models disappearing into the mist; then the
sun does her work, the mist evaporates, fingers
thaw and all is well.

One morning was so cold that ice was forming
on the leading edges of propellers!
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Three happy Hamilton FFers glad to be back on the field and
practising for the upcoming 71st Waikato Free Flight Champs (see
notice).

Message from
MFNZ:
Don’t fly your
RC plane over
houses.
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Club Captains Report
Sel
Welcome to new member Chris Underwood.
Chris is ex RNZAF having flown CT4's,
Macchi's, A4 Phantom's and Iroquois
helicopters. (And now a Super Sky
Surfer…page 15 Ed.) He flew as test pilot
for Pacific Aerospace and did a number of
ferry flights to China, Papua New Guinea and return from Darwin in
PAC 750's. Chris flew for Cathay Pacific and Air New Zealand prior to
Covid 19. He also is the holder of a "B" Cat instructors rating.
Impressive stuff Chris, hope you enjoy your flying with HMAC.
Have noticed that the success or not, associated with flying a new model
are due to either setup or minor build hiccups. May I suggest that you get
an experienced member to cast their eye over your model before the first
flight. I have seen Grant (even with his experience) getting a second
opinion on the suitability of his model for flight. Good idea to have a
good look over your model after that first flight to see if anything has
shaken loose. Remember unsafe flying can be a big crash!!

Methanol for Sale
I’ve got Methanol back in stock, and lots
of it !!! Selling 20L drum for $55. So if
you are running low, get in touch, you need
a clean 20L container to do a swap.
Mobile
021
288
9455
Email
frazer@pbgsoftware.co.nz
Cheers Frazer
15

Methanol - Frazers definition of “Home Brew”
________________________________________________________

Super Sky Surfer
Chris Underwood
With all the free time I have had recently I’ve finally managed to
assemble, fly, crash, rebuild, and fly again my Super Sky Surfer. It’s the
first RC aircraft I’ve flown with flaps, and with a 2.4 meter wing span
it’s considerably larger than anything else I’ve flown (RC anyway...).
Trying to save a dollar I bought the kit off AliExpress instead of from
Banana Hobby in the U.S. It arrived with no servos, no satisfactory
engine mount, and completely unassembled. I also eventually worked
out that the propeller in the box is a tractor prop, which was going to
make flying interesting as the engine in a pusher configuration. So, no
money saved.
I bought 17g servos from Drone Express who advertise on trademe, and
I bought a pusher prop from rcnz.com. I couldn’t find a suitable engine
mount for sale so I designed one with FreeCAD software (see pictures),
and had it 3D printed by Clone 3D Print & Production in Auckland. The
engine mount cost me about $37 delivered.
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After completing the aircraft I had flown it a few times prior to bringing
it out to the club recently. I still don’t know why it crashed. Perhaps
something inside had dislodged during the loop I performed immediately
prior to losing all control over it. Oh well. With plenty of epoxy, and
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some cloth tape from Bunnings, it is airworthy again and has flown a
few times. It just doesn’t look quite as pretty.

Oh, and if anyone finds a bronze bottle opener down the western end of
the strip, please let me know. I was using it as nose ballast, as the size
and weight were about perfect!

One Super Sky Surfer…….before the crash I’m guessing…..Ed.
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Stan is making yet more progress:
Here is my 1/3 Spitfire and I’m getting there
Cheers
Stan

_________________________________________________________

“Mummy, I’m going to grow up and be an airline
pilot.”
“Make up your mind, son. You know you can’t do
both.”
From the book “The rise and fall of Pan AM”
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Clancy Speedy Bee
Steve Todd

I was fortunate enough to land in NZ a very old Clancy Aviation kit
dated on the box 1997 before lockdown. A search on eBay in the UK for
something of interest in the prior weeks ended with a successful bid.
Plans also came in time for the Clancy Lazy Bee with extended wing
which I built later during lockdown after the Bee kit.
The kit arrived in such excellent condition that it was hard to believe.
Faded box but the die cut balsa was still straight and not dried out having
never been opened prior to sale.
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I emailed Andy to tell him of my fortunate purchase and ask him about
how he managed such accurate die cuts…here’s his reply:
“Hi Steve.
We did the best die cutting in our old kits that we could do. It was done
on a printing press made in the 1890s. An advantage of the die cut parts
is the edges were not burned like they are on laser cut parts. My new kits
are the best I have ever made though. I have an excellent laser cutter
and I am using real nice wood.
Sorry no photos of the old printing press. The dies were made By The
Dependable Steel Rule and Die Company in New York. They made the
dies for most of the die cut kits manufactured in the USA. The dies were
made using my pencil drawings. They worked much better than most
dies used for most kits because the parts are not crowded on the sheets
and by carefully setting up the press so it would not crush the dies and
damage them. Besides not having burned edges the die cutting was very
inexpensive and helped make my kits low cost.
I'm glad to see your Speedy Bee is going together so well. I hope you
have a great time with it.
Regards
Andy”
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If the Clancy models are of interest to any HMAC members Andy and
his son Drew have re-established the factory and now cut laser kits that
will soon be available to international purchasers.
https://www.andyclancydesigns.com/
My kit plans were excellent, and the old hand drawn illustrations helped
a lot to understand the build sequence.
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Nice job Steve. Can’t wait to see it airborne…..Ed
__________________________________________________________
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For Sale.
I have a Jerry Bates USA set of plans and wood short kit for the Bearcat,
pic of specs attached.
JERRY BATES USA Bearcat plans and short wood kit.
1/5 scale.
Came from the NZ distributor Avetek.
Cost NZ $620 +. Im wanting $375 to a club member.
Jeremy Madley
021 289 4889.
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Monthly Photo Round up
Yes….. we actually have some club pic’s this month !!

A month or more off flying and
tensions were running high as to
who would to get to fly first
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Solution…a DUEL !
Hand Sanitiser..or is that model cleaner at
6 paces…
(or one fuselarge length)

Happily it all ended with a draw…
and no damaged models
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HMAC’s new Hi-tech communication device for
ensuring social distancing was maintained

Gordons new
“Covid” Hurricane
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Rex Anderson sporting the latest
look in Covid Beards

Sel’s lost it we think !
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Dennis came prepared….
with everything !

It had a lovely IC motor in it and Wayne converted it to “Electric” !!!
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Lyndon with Brads Scale Diablo
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HMAC back into flying – Sunday 17th May
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Parting Shot:

Replica of Air New Zealand 787 suffers
'brutal crash'
A video showing the "brutal crash" of a model Air New Zealand plane
has clocked up more than 1.2 million views on YouTube.

Ramy RC shared a video of the final flight of his remote-controlled
Boeing 787 going into a sudden downward spiral above a field before
crashing to the ground
"Oh it's smoking. Oh there's fire," Ramy RC can be heard saying as he
and a friend rush to check on the aircraft.
They arrive at the crash site to find the plane split in two and engulfed in
flames.
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They put out the fire by throwing dirt on the flames and spraying it with
a fire extinguisher, with a clearly distressed Ramy RC repeating "why
it's burning?" and saying "oh my God. She's gone. She's gone."
The replica Air New Zealand Dreamliner, which Ramy RC referred to at
the start of the video as "her majesty", took off from the field with newly
fitted, 70mm wheels from HobbyKing and soared above it for several
minutes before crashing and burning.

No passengers were hurt in this aircraft crash. Ramy RC did apologize
however to Air NZ. Good video though…..Ed
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Coming Events 2020
Please check on the HMAC website http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
for all coming events for June and July.
Or alternatively the MFNZ website with regard to your respective
SIG’s ….Ed

June 2020
 HMAC Club Night Meeting – CANCELLED
June 10, 2020 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A
Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion)
 Waikato Free Flight Champs
June 13, 2020 - @ Proctor Road (see advert)
 HMAC Themed Club Day – New, Repaired and Refurbished
June 14, 2020 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton

July 2020
 HMAC Club Night Meeting
July 8, 2020 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A
Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion)
 HMAC Themed Club Day – to be announced
July 12, 2020 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton

October 2020


Tauranga MAC World Famous Model Auction – Tentative Date
October 4th, 2020 8:30 am - @ Jean Batten Drive, Mount Maunganui.
Registration from 8.30am, Auction from 10am.

Next Flight Lines July 2020
July Newsletter deadline – Wednesday 1 July 2020

For further up to date event info please visit:
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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