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Cover Page: Cover of the June Issue of the NZ Aviation News Magazine.  
Bristol Scout flying at the Omaka Airshow over Easter 2019 
Pilot: Frank Parker.  

Photo by our own Grant Finlay, (well done Grant…Ed) 



 3 

FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

June 2019 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
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CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 12 June 2019 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 

 
Club Night Theme:  Transmitters Part Two – Basic programming 

 
Club Themed Flying Day:  Agricultural Aircraft -  
                                                            (June 23rd – a week later than normal) 
 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

So here we go again, another wander through 

the past month of model mayhem in the 

mighty Waikato....however as I was in Aussie 

for a good chunk of it I can’t add a lot of fact 

to the stories.  I did manage to make it to the 

Sunday flying session of the Large Model 

Rally at Waharoa at the beginning of the 

month. This was an enjoyable day with great 

flying conditions and a good turnout of models and pilots. I also 

attended the Float plane day in Huntly which was predictably a fair bit of 

fun, together with a little bit of stress, as you will no doubt gather when 

you read Gordon’s article elsewhere.  Whilst in Aussie I did get to an 

Army Museum on the Gold Coast and the Bert Hinkler Hall of Aviation 

in Bundaberg.  The army museum was a bit average, but the Bert 

Hinkler centre was very informative, and if you’ve never heard of Bert, 

then it’s worth reading up about him on the Web when you’ve got a 

moment to spare (http://www.hinklerresearch.org.au). A couple of pics 

will feature elsewhere in the bulletin from both of these locations.  This 

Queens Birthday weekend just gone, I also ventured up to the Warbirds 

D-Day celebrations at Ardmore Aerodrome, this turned out to be a 

pleasant day spent watching the flight demonstrations and catching up 

with people. So all in all, pretty much a busy month, but with no       

workshop time for me! 

Thank you to all those that 

brought along their Transmitters 

for Mays club night where I took a 

couple of photo’s for our records. 

There was a good spread of Tx 

brands and ages and it made for 

interesting comparisons’ between 

the older gear and the newer Tx’s 

of today.   

 

http://www.hinklerresearch.org.au/
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A last minute addition to the program saw our own Electronics 

Technician Andrew Meek give a comprehensive overview of the history 

of modern RC gear through to today’s 2.4G spread spectrum 

Transmitters. Along with many hints and tips for getting the best and 

most reliable response from your Tx, Andrew covered a number of other 

areas related to setting up models and reducing the risk of radio failures. 

Thanks Andrew for the extensive effort put into your talk. 

 

Which of course leads onto June Club night: “Transmitters Part Two”. 

As we ran out of time to cover off the topics originally planned for the 

May meeting, I intend to carry on the program as stated last month with 

a guided tour of some of the key features common across most 

transmitters and highlighting some of the functionality that experienced 

pilots routinely use in their aircraft set ups. This will be a back to basics 

session and a great opportunity for you to ask questions about parts of 

the radio programming that may be a mystery to you. As with last month, 

please feel free to bring your Tx along with you and get help with any 

programming issues you may have, there’s plenty of people to assist. 

 

Our themed club flying day for May was the Float plane day up at 

Huntly which went well despite the poor weather forecast.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The retrieval boat got a 

good work out. See 

Gordons report for more 

info. 
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For our June themed flying day we are looking for a good turnout of 

Agricultural Aircraft, being that we are aligning with the Ag Fields 

days on at Mystery Creek this month.   

 

Please note that the Club day is a week later in June on Sunday 23
rd

 

as our usual weekend (16
th

 June) is scheduled for the World Famous 

Tauranga Model Auction.   

 

So there’s your reminder, yes the World Famous Tauranga  Model 

Auction is on again this year at the Classic Flyers Museum at Tauranga 

Airport on Sunday 16
th

 June. Make sure you get there nice and early 

(8:30am onwards) to swoop on the bargains on the under $30 table or 

have a good look over the models you like the look of before the 

auctioning starts at 10am. The day is always entertaining to say the least, 

even if you don’t buy anything other than your lunch! 

 

I’d like to thank those members that represented the Model Aero Club at 

the recent Memorial Service and ashes spreading for Dallas Gibson at 

the Hamilton Lake. I believe there were a number of our members 

present and a large crowd of other friends from across Dallas’s many 

years of involvement with his many interests in boating, aviation and 

motor sport. RIP Dallas, you were one very colourful character. 

 

Don’t forget to let us know of any events that are scheduled, but that we 

have not included in our monthly calendar or on the web. As such, worth 

noting is our next float plane day which will come up quick on the 7
th

 of 

July at Lake D at Horotiu. 

 

Well that’s pretty much all I have to report on this month. Hopefully I 

will get some workshop time, although sub 10 degree temperatures in 

my workshop at night does not excite me at all, maybe a new heater my 

help!  So as always, fly safe and have fun doing it. 

 

Cheers Grant. 
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Club Captains Report     
Sel                                                         
 

There’s been lots of flying and plenty of 

action at the field over the last month. Sadly 

Alan lost radio contact with his Zero and 

wrote it off after only 3 flights, cause 

unknown.  

 

 
 

Part of the aftermath of Alan Rowsons crash into a huge Cow Pat 

 

Even more sadly I had a similar problem with my 1/4 scale Cub 

completely writing it off. Cause was found to be a flat receiver battery 

which had been charged just prior to going flying. Expensive lesson to 

be learned, beware of the false peak when charging NiMh batteries. I’m 

sure this subject will be covered in a future planned Club night talk.   
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I’m now making sure all of my models are set up with redundancy 

batteries (maybe not the Aces Stick)! 

 

Thanks to Grant for test flying and setting up my 1/5 scale Hangar 9 

Cirrus supplied by Firebrand. Just need to change the c/g  (and maybe 

the noisy prop aye Grant) and it should be a good flier.  

 

 
Sels new Cirrus after its maiden flight 

 

 

 

Great to see the strip looking so good 

after Gordon made some suggestions to 

the mowing contractor regarding our 

requirements. Well done Gordon. 

                                       

 
 
 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiWnJHDt9TiAhXDOI8KHSmPCn8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/roccopessolano/vintage-lawn-mowers/&psig=AOvVaw1A_3LtcE-6m6-utI2WQCSz&ust=1559895908003772


 9 

Float Planes May 2019 
Gordon 
 

The first float plane day of the year and it is 

fair to say there was a fair bit of anticipation 

after the long summer break!  However the 

weather gods decided to intervene with a 

dodgy weather outlook.  

However the usual hardy bunch said nah, 

“what would they know”   and decided to head 

off to Huntly and give it a go. 

As I was first to arrive at the appointed time with the keys the first 

“problem” arose.......after 10 minutes of struggling, the council supplied 

keys would not unlock the gates. Grr, growl, mutter..., some phone calls 

were made and a council contractor was organised to arrive in 15 

minutes,.. ok!  When he arrived he said with a cheery grin , “Ha, I will 

soon get you into here as I have they keys for every council reserve in 

the area”.  Sweet, I said.... After about 10 minutes of trying from his 

enormous bunch of keys (would have done Mount Eden prison proud!) 

he admitted defeat. However, he was able to open another gate a bit 

further around the lake and by a torturous route we were able to access 

the lake and boat ramp, thank you Mr. Council contractor!     

 

 

Off to the water 

we go…. 
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The weather was a bit suspect weather wise with a stiff wind blowing 

and rain threatening but we decided to get underway and apart from 

some turbulence up high the lake was fairly calm.  With some reasonable 

number of pilots on hand the flying was soon underway. 

Lyndon did a maiden on his semi-finished all composite Cessna which 

went well until a dead stick saw it dive into the water, however the 

damage was only to the float struts. This model shows some potential as 

a float plane as it is pretty tough and water proof.  

Most of the other usual suspects were having a go and some good flying 

was done. Kevin Foote was a rare sight on the lake and had a couple of 

good flights with a large “leccy” plane.  

 

 
Kevin with his E Flite Super Cub 

 

I tried a few takeoffs with my delta “Arrow” without success and got a 

fair bit of “Flak” from the bystanders. I gave Grant the transmitter and 

after a couple of aborts it rose briefly into the air before looking for the 

bottom of the lake once more. Crikey that thing is a dog! 
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Gordon is going to rename his 

Arrow…”Dog” 

 

However, most pilots got in some 

good flyin  g with their trusted planes. 

Also in attendance were Andy 

Dodson & Glen Smith, from down 

country who were up in Waikato 

training for Hot Air Balloon piloting 

over the weekend. It is always good to 

catch up with some people from other 

clubs. Thanks for coming guys! 

As usual the rescue boat got a good 

workout as the wind was carrying 

the models away from the banks. 

Thank you Phil for                    

your dedication. 

As the weather started to close in about 2.30pm we decided that was 

enough and headed home. 
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Andy Dobson reporting to Justin Whalley (MPMAC Club President) 

back in New Plymouth with a minute by minute update of the float 

plane flying activities! 

 

 
 

Alan’s Macci gets some attention while Dave Crook looks on 
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However, notice...Just because the forecast looks a bit dodgy, don’t just 

stay home as this was a classic case where some of you missed out on 

some good flying for a few hours. 

Next one is at lake “D”, watch you online bulletin for details. 

Gordon 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Chilton DW1   

Bruce Pickering 

 

One day I happened to mention to the elderly gentleman who is patron of 

HMAC that I had an ASP.91 FS engine sitting around doing nothing, 

and his immediate riposte was, “Build a Chilton DW1.” Without having 

any reason not to I thought, “Well, why not?’ So I did. I found a couple 

of articles by two well known designers from last century, Dennis 

Tapsfield and David Boddington. Tapsfield had made his at 84” 

wingspan (about 30% scale) and powered it with a then new-on-the-

market .60 four stroke engine. So, although I used the Boddington plans, 

I decided to make mine the same size as Tapsfield’s. The only deviation 

from plan is that I cut foam wing cores which I sheeted with 1.5mm 

balsa (purchased at a good price from Bunnings). 

The Chilton DW1 was designed and built in 1937 by two very bright de 

Havilland Technical School students, Dalrymple and Ward, hence the 

designation DW. It was the policy of deHavilland at the time to get each 

intake of students to build and fly a design of their own making. The 

DW was constructed at Chilton Lodge estate by the newly formed 

Chilton Aircraft Ltd. A small aeroplane, weighing only 181kg empty and 

at 7.32m wingspan and 5.49m length, it was designed to be inexpensive 

to build and easy to operate, featuring a plywood skin over an all-wood 
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airframe. The control surfaces were covered with fabric, the wing 

featured split flaps and the undercarriage was enclosed in trouser fairings.  

The first three aircraft were powered by a 32 hp Carden Ford which was 

a modified Ford 10 side-valve car engine, bolted directly to wooden 

bearers that were simply extensions of the fuselage sides. The fourth and 

final DW1 was powered by the new French-built 44hp Train 4T four-

cylinder inverted inline air-cooled engine. This aircraft was designated 

DW1A and flew in the 1939 Folkestone Aero Trophy Race, which it 

won at an average speed of 126 mph.  

 

Like the full size, construction was very quick and easy. The fuselage 

consists of slab sides, flat bottom and curved top. I decided not to 

incorporate the flaps—laziness being the main influence there. I made a 

plug and mould to form the cowl from fibreglass, which I find easier 

than trying to build complex shapes out of balsa; it’s also stronger and 

easy to replicate in case of the ‘unthinkable event.’ The ASP .91FS and 

muffler disappears inside the cavernous cowl, so after the first couple of 

flights I fitted non-scale louvres to each side of the cowl to ensure good 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Train_T
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folkestone
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airflow (the photos were taken before this addition). The undercarriage 

trousers are also of fibreglass; the trailing tail skid is not connected to the 

rudder but simply turns as the model is manoeuvred on the ground. I 

used film covering to keep the weight down, although the laziness factor 

was influential here too; fabric and paint is a much more involved 

process. As a result the model turned out to be quite light. The original 

G-AESZ was painted in red, with silver wings and tail feathers. I didn’t 

have any silver film, so I went for red and white. I think it looks quite 

smart. 

 

 

So, how does it fly? Takeoffs and landings are dead simple, just like a 

trainer. I was a bit concerned as to whether the non steerable tail skid 

would create a problem, but I needn’t have worried; ground manoeuvres 

are easy. In the air she flies like a stately old dowager with dignified 

presence—how’s that for a description, Sel? A nice model for a relaxing 

evening’s flying session. 
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In memory of Dallas 
Gibson 
 

Photos courtesy of Al Ward at Hamilton 

Lake. 
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FOR SALE 
 

Cessna Citation 500 Marutaka kit 
 

This kit is full of balsa and would make a very nice model. It was built 

for 2 ducted fan IC motors but good electric fan units would go well for 

this aircraft. 

wing span  1700mm 

lenght         1570mm 

 

I purchased this kit a few years back for $450.00. 

Will sell for $330.00 
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GWS F15 JET 
 
ARF All foam kitset, very nice molded foam.Two ducted fans with 

motors and two ESC already wired up ready to put in the fuselage. 

wing span 900mm 

lenght      1050mm 

 

These GWS jets really fly nicely. 

Kit with motors and ESC   $150.00 

 

 
 

Phone Alan Rowson   07 8433889 or 021 02593002 
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Collins Rd. Flying Field  
As the grass surface on the strip has been a bit “unruly” of late, I have 

been in contact with the mowing contractor regarding the mowing. He 

will now be doing the mowing every week (unless growing conditions 

are very slow) and also mowing to a lower level. This will also result in 

more of the mown grass being blown off the main strip. 

This will be monitored through into the summer months. Hopefully this 

will result in a better surface for takeoffs and landings especially with 

smaller models. 

Let me know what you think of it in coming months. 

Gordon 

 

 

Hinkler Hall of Aviation – Bundaberg 
Queensland Australia 
Grant 
 

During May I had the luck to come across the Hinkler Hall of Aviation 

whilst visiting Bundaberg Queensland for a tour through the Bundy Rum 

Factory ...(both are worth the look) 

Herbert John Louis (Bert) Hinkler AFC DSM was born in Bundaberg, 

Queensland on 8 December 1892, the son of a sugar mill worker. By the 

age of 19 Bert had hand-built man-carrying gliders and already flew 

them successfully at picturesque Mon Repos Beach near Bundaberg. 

Late in 1913, Bert left the tropical surrounds of Bundaberg for England, 

where he worked with the Sopwith Company, later serving with 

distinction during World War 1 and being awarded the Distinguished 

Service Medal. In 1919 Bert joined AV Roe & Co in Southampton and 

from 1921 to 1926 was Chief Test Pilot. Bert’s passion was now 

allowing him to soar to new and exciting heights in an ambitious career. 

Between 1920 and 1931 Bert carved his young name as a respected 

pioneer aviator creating many aviation records, with his most renowned 

achievements including a pioneering solo flight from England to 

Australia in 1928 in an Avro Avian G-EBOV and the world’s first solo 
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flight across the South Atlantic in 1931. He also flew non-stop from 

Sydney to Bundaberg in 1921 creating another long distance flight 

record in an Avro Baby G-EACQ 

Sadly, Bert’s pioneering attempts came to an abrupt end on 7 January 

1933 when he died whilst attempting another solo flight from England to 

Australia 

 
Photo: Model of Berts home made Glider 

Photo: Avro Avian G-EBOV (England to Aussie Solo Flight) 
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Photo:  The actual rib from Berts Glider that was aboard the space 

Shuttle Challenger when it was destroyed during launch 
 

 
 

Photo: Avro Baby G-EACQ (Sydney to Bundaberg Non Stop Flight) 

As a teenager Berts first attempts at 

manned flight were in his own designed 

and hand built Glider. As a tribute to 

Berts accomplishments, a portion of 

Berts original Glider Rib was headed 

into space on the ill-fated Nasa Space 

Shuttle “Challenger” which exploded 

during launch in 1986. Miraculously, 

the rib was located amongst the 

wreckage recovered of the Challenger 

and this was subsequently presented 

back to the City of Bundaberg  to 

commemorate both Bert and the Shuttle 

crew. 

www.hinklerresearch.org.au 
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Forgotten how to do Maths ? Trouble 
with Fractions ? 

Don’t know what drill size to use ? 
Your troubles are over. Print this very useful chart out and hang it on 

your Mancave wall. 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjpwKWhr8_iAhXWeisKHc3RDyYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://mpiprinting.com/tools-tips/fastener-conversion.html&psig=AOvVaw0OZasMRTXpLdrXYRN8QsN_&ust=1559721963347063
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Vintage news 
Dave   
 

The last of the 2018 – 2019 NNI Vintage 

Contests wrapped up at the Tuakau MAC field on 

25 and 26 May. What a glorious weekend of 

flying all things Vintage and an excellent turn out 

to finish the season. It was a cold start to both 

days with the sunshine eventually starting to 

warm everyone up by around 10.30 a.m.   

The weekend also marked a change to the flying 

rules for the five E Texaco classes we fly. The 

previous rules that specified rounds with maxes 

and provision for an unlimited fly-off were substituted for a rule that 

specifies two unlimited flights, both counting. Under the new rules there 

is no fly-off and the end result is final. All other classes remain the same.  

I think everyone that flew in the classes pertaining to the new rules 

enjoyed the new format, I certainly did and to my knowledge no one was 

heard grumbling. Not in my ear anyway. 
 

Amongst the entrants it was great to see Bernard Scott back at the field flying a 

number of his aircraft in the 1/2A, A and Open Texaco classes. Wayne 

Cartwright unfortunately was unable to fly but helped Bernard out as 

timekeeper. 

 

 

 

 

Both men of leisure, Wayne 

and Bernard keeping a 

watchful eye on Bernard’s 

Playboy 
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For those Vintage SIG 

members a wrap up of the 

event together with scores 

and photos will be available 

in the next AVANZ news. 

 

 

Bernard and Playboy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________    
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For those going to the Tauranga 
Auction: 

What you need to know. 
Modellers come from all over the country so it’s a good opportunity for a social 

catch-up as well as the chance to catch a bargain. 

The committee has test flown the electronic auction system and its all go! 

 Classic Flyers will provide refreshments. Kids can use the aviation 

themed playground. 

 Classic Flyers have also donated a sightseeing flight in their Stearman 

biplane. This will be auctioned with proceeds coming to the club.. 

 In addition to the main auction, there will be a side table for items to be 

sold at fixed price (generally below $30). 

 We will also have a number of $1 and $2 items.  These will be on a 

cash basis so bring some coin and folding stuff. 

 This year we will also have some free items. You may have stuff 

cluttering up your workshop which is of little value but which may be 

useful to other modellers. Bring it along and put it on the free table for 

others to rummage through, 

 It will help the registration process if you could fill out the registration 

forms before you arrive. Forms can be downloaded from the website, 

or contact the Secretary at  taurangamodelfly@gmail.com. Note that 

there are separate forms for auction items and for fixed price items. 

The registration form only allows 50 characters for a description. If 

you want to write an essay about what servos its got, or other details, 

tape a brief note to the model.  Buyers can read this and the auctioneer 

can read it out. 

 Registration fees are $2 for buy and sell up to 4 items, $5 for 5 or more 

items. Bring cash!         

At the end of the auction you will be given a bill summarising your purchases 

and sales. Payment can be made by EFTPOS or direct credit to your bank 

account 

 

Regards 

Dave Marriott 

Secretary - Tauranga Model Aircraft Club Inc 

mailto:taurangamodelfly@gmail.co
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All modern aircraft have four 
dimensions: 

Space, Length, Height and Politics 
 

Sir Sydney Camm, Hawker Aircraft 
 

 

 

 
Gold Coast War Museum 
Grant 
 

Whilst in Aussie I stumbled across the Gold Coast War Museum tucked 

away in a valley up in the hills behind Surfers.  This museum is a 

collection of “Collections” as donated by a number of local Military 

Buff’s along with a number of exhibits and items purchased by the 

museum over the years since it opened to the public in 1975. 

There are three Aircraft in the museum, a Spitfire, Mustang and Huey 

Iroquois Helicopter. Sadly the Spitfire and Mustang are only plywood 

replica’s and are definitely showing their age!!  There are also a tank, a 

Torpedo and a couple of other vehicles and field guns on display. 

However, if you are interested in hand guns, military uniforms and 

smaller related military items from across the ages, this place must have 

it all. There is certainly plenty to see and you can easily keep yourself 

interested for an hour or more looking and reading through and 

abundance of material. The cost to get in was $15 I think, so not too bad 

and worth a look if you’ve got time to kill on holiday. 

 

Photos of the Gold Coast War Museum pages 28 and 29 
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Club Night and Field Action 
 

For those that missed out on club night and the topic of transmitters, on the 

table were a couple of items from Stan Hodson for his Spitfire: 

First is this beautifully custom made 350cc engine. Yes you read that right, 

350cc. 

Next up one of the retracts, also huge.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Transmitters Galore 
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Dennis Raynel and Howard Racer 

 

 

 
Lyle Broadbelt 
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Ardmore NZ Warbirds D-Day 
Celebrations 

 
P40 and Spitfire 

 
Auckland Model Aero Club Display 
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Bristol Scout and Harvards
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Coming Events 2019 

 

June 2019 
 HMAC Club Night Meeting – Transmitters, Part 2 

June 12, 2019 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 
Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion)  

 Tauranga MAC World Famous Model Auction 
June 16, 2019 8:30 am - @ Jean Batten Drive, Mount Maunganui. 

Registration from 8.30am, Auction from 10am. 
 HMAC Club Day – Agricultural Aircraft  

June 23, 2019 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 
 
 

July 2019 
 HMAC Float Plane Day @ Lake D (Kainui) 

July 7, 2019 9:00 am - @ Lake Kainui (D), Lake Road, Horsham Downs. 
 HMAC Club Night Meeting  

July 10, 2019 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 
Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 HMAC Club Day 
July 14, 2019 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flight Lines July 2019 
July Newsletter deadline – 3 July 2019……please 

       
For further up to date event info please visit: 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
 
 


