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Upgrading from a limited 6-channel radio to a more versatile 8-channel 

radio with computer functionality on a budget doesn't mean you have to 

settle for less than the best. The Spektrum DX8e gives you the 

unbeatable response of DSMX technology, the simplicity of Spektrum 

AirWare firmware as well as many other features you won't find on 

other "budget" radios. 
 
 
Cover Page: Brendon and Andrew Robinson preparing for the 
Control Line World Championships in France 
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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

June 2018 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay                  027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads              021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson                07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson                021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN       Chris Tynan                  022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. Dave Crook   
(Editorial Email:  send to:  chloecat@xtra.co.nz )                                                                                           
 
COMMITTEE: 
 
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459 
Dave Crook 021-1236040  
                                                     
WEB SITE Grant Finlay 
CATERER Collen Tynan   
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 13th June 2018 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 
 
Club Night Theme: Frazer and Mike Briggs on all things modeling. 
 
Club Themed Flying Day:  Dead Stick Landings 
 
Bulletin Printing Compliments of Gallagher 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

Well... having written this report once 

already and then accidentally deleting it 

and not being recoverable, I'm feeling just 

a tad frustrated. But you get that from time 

to time and I guess it's much like losing 

your favorite model.  However, this month 

I haven't even had a chance to get to the field, so my model count 

remains pretty much in intact which is definitely a good thing.  I was 

away in Aussie for the first couple of weeks in May, so I didn't get any 

modeling done over that period and then with a weekend away for other 

things and the wet weather, it’s meant I don't have much of significance 

or interest to report on from my own goings on! Mind you, whilst Aussie 

I did get the chance to go for a fly in a friends homebuilt aircraft which 

was a buzz. We flew for two and a half hours, visiting at least 3 other 

airfields and completing takeoffs and landings at each. It's been a while 

since I last flew in a home built aircraft and it was a really enjoyable 

flight.  I’d highly recommend the experience, take any opportunity you 

get to fly in these light aircraft at low level, dropping in and out of tiny 

airfields, it’s so much fun. 
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I did make a trip down to the Hawkes Bay to bring home a rather large 

scale DHA 82 Tiger Moth which was originally built by Jeff Clarkson 

back around 2011-12. This model featured in the Model Flying World 

Magazine in Feb 2013. Bringing it home, it not only filled up the back of 

the van, but highlighted a lack of space in my garage! Some would say 

maybe I need to clean out a couple of my older models to make room, 

but sorry guys, that's not going to happen just yet!  Here's a photo of the 

tiger has it arrived home. 

 

 
Time for a bigger van I think Grant …..Ed  

 

Last month’s club night was hosted by Gordon and I'm told it was a very 

successful evening, but Gordon might be slightly biased on that one . 

The feedback I've had though was good and I'm happy to hear that a 

number of members brought along models from their yesteryears and 

stood up and gave us a story of two about them. It's great to see that 

members are getting in behind our interactive Club evenings and are 

sharing some of their stories and knowledge. As always, if you have any 

other ideas for club nights please let us know. 

 

June’s club night promises to be very entertaining with our guest 

speakers being Mike and Frazer Briggs. As you know, these boys get 

into some pretty impressive model projects and often lead the way in 
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new designs, use of Technology and of course build larger models than 

average... and this has the been the case for a very long time now. The 

guys will be giving a presentation on some of their latest projects such as 

the Mosquito and Lavochkin plus a look at some of the new designs 

currently on the building board.  You know this will be an entertaining 

and educational evening and with these guys at the front, there’s bound 

to be more than a few laughs, so don't miss this great opportunity and I’ll 

see you there. 

 

May’s themed club flying day was to have been up at late Puketirini in 

Huntly for our first float plane flying session of the year. Unfortunately 

around 8am in the morning the committee had to make a call on the 

weather and at that stage it looked pretty dicey. Needless to say, later in 

the morning the weather cleared and it would have been no less than 

perfect at the lake, but alas the decision had been made. We will have 

another go at float plane flying on Sunday July 1st and hopefully the 

weather will play ball at Lake Kainui this time. July can provide some 

stunning flying weather, so fingers crossed. 

 

For June, our themed club flying day will prove to be a bit of a challenge 

for some, maybe a bit scary for others or maybe just a bit of fun for a 

few. Note, this club day is the weekend after the Tauranga Club Auction, 

so that’s a week later into the month than usual. You can blame Sel 

Melville for this club day flying task, as it was his idea and there's no 

doubting he gets excited by the thought of it. So what are we planning 

you ask... well it's going to be a “dead stick spot landing” day...oh yay I 

here you say! So what does this mean, well for Sel it means exactly that, 

a Dead stick landing, but for those a bit more cautious you can simulate 

a dead stick by going back to idle and trying to touch down on the spot. 

Mind you, the spot we have in mind is actually the full length of the 

runway... so it's a pretty big spot ah Sel??  Come out and give it a go, or 

just laugh at Sel, it’s bound to be entertaining to say the least! 

 

A vote of thanks to Andrew Meek for his vigilance at the field last week. 

Whilst flying with the fence up a bull decided to walk underneath, 

despite the fence being powered up. Andrew got the bull off the field 

and then checked the fence current output which was indicating very low 
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(around 3Kv). A search around the field perimeter found a shorting 

fence standard and once that was eliminated the fence was back at full 

strength (6-8Kv on the far side) It's a timely reminder to everybody to 

keep and a watch on what’s happening at the field and let the committee 

know if you see anything that needs urgent attention if you can’t fix it 

yourself. 

 

Well the rain is still coming down outside on this Queen's birthday 

Sunday, so I guess once the reports done I might finally be able to go 

take a good look at that DH82 still sitting in the back of the Van!! 

 

Till next time, fly safe or stay safe in the workshop! 

 

Bulletin Editor  
Dave 

 

Just to expand on our front 

cover story the photo shows 

both Brendan and Andrew 

Robinson with their new 

Team Race fleet in 

preparation for the 2018 

Control Line World Champs 

which is being held in France 

in July 2018. The two White 

models are made by Yuri 

Bondarenko of the Ukraine, 

Balsa - Carbon Fibre construction with retracting undercarriages. Also 

two Orange models made by Vladimir (Vova) Makarenko of the Ukraine, 

all Carbon Fibre construction with fixed undercarriages. 320 grams 

flying weight including 2.5 cc Diesel engine, tank and filling valve. All 

models powered by Lerner engines. Airspeed approx. 200 - 210 km/h. 

Bondarenko & Lerner were World Champions in Team Race in 2002 

and will be competing in France. Andrew is wearing the new and very 

stylish team shirt. We wish them well along with the other NZ Team 

members.  
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Mr Wing & His Derringer  

Bruce Pickering 
 

No, this story is not about an oriental gunslinger, but something much 

less prosaic. It all began in 1958, when John Thorp—designer of the 

Fletcher and Thorp T-18 homebuilt, among others—developed a twin 

engined version of his T-11 Sky Scooter.  

In 1960, after extensive research, George S. Wing, President of Hi-Shear 

Corporation in California, discovered that more than 57 per cent of all 

flights in four to seven seat aircraft were made with only two people 

aboard; and that twin-engined types were 1.5 times as active in ‘trip 

frequency’ as single-engined aircraft. He formed the Wing Aircraft 

Company and, in collaboration with Thorp, developed a scaled-up 

version of the T-17, which was a derivative of the T-11. Confused? 

Don’t worry, all you need to know is that the subsequent design was 

called Derringer. 

Derringer is a low-wing cantilever monoplane with a retractable tricycle 

landing gear, originally powered by two 115hp Continental engines. It 

had room for two in an enclosed cockpit; the roof and side windows 

lifted up and back for entry, making it look a bit like an airborne 

DeLorean. Wing used manufacturing techniques that were considered 

new at the time. Butt-joined, flush-riveted, chemically-milled and 

stretched skins were used throughout the airframe. It first flew in 

November 1964; unfortunately during a test flight of the second 

prototype the aircraft and pilot were lost when the horizontal stabilizer 

failed. However, it was a promising design, having a top speed of 201 

knots, stall speed of 70 knots and service ceiling of almost 6000 metres. 

Six aircraft were made by 1971, when production ceased. Then in 1978 

production was re-launched under the designation D-1 Derringer by the 

Wing Aircraft Company, which completed seven aircraft. When the 

company went bankrupt in July 1982, a further seven aircraft were under 

construction, but not finished. 

Some research brought up an article from the January 1980 RCM 

magazine; someone had built and flown a quarter scale version (87.5 

in—2222mm). Inspired, I located a three view and some photos which 

provided necessary details and so work began. I decided on a wingspan 
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of just under 2000mm (76in). I used foam covered with paulownia 

veneer for the wing, while the fuselage consists of planking over formers. 

With two OS .46’s and electric retracts the model weighs 5.8kg (12.8lb), 

giving a wing loading of 36 oz/sq ft. 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Work in progress 

 

 
First Outing 
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Initially I installed two ASP.32 motors, but given the model’s weight I 

was concerned that they would not be powerful enough. As it happened, 

the first flight started out okay, not a lot of power, but flyable until, that 

is, one engine quit on climb out. I immediately closed the throttle and 

with fifty feet of height and a calm day I turned back to dead stick onto 

the runway; I would have made it, if it wasn’t for a rogue electric fence 

standard that jumped up and stood to attention just as I passed over 

(through) it and tore the wing off just inboard of the right nacelle.         

         

             

 
Ooops 

 

Sometime later, repaired, repainted and re-engined with two OS .46’s it 

flew again. Now with plenty of power it is a delight to fly; fast and true, 

it is very manoeuvrable and looks really nice in the air, especially when 

its legs tuck up on climb out. On my last—rather fast—landing it 

bounced a little and when the nose touched down for the second time it 

hit a hole in the grass and tore the nose leg out. A simple job to repair—I 

must get round to it during the winter. All in all, I am very happy with 

the model, the only problem is finding room to store it! 
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Repaired and ready to go again 

 

 

Hamilton Club members included in 
the 2018 World Championship Control-
Line team  
Kevin Barnes 
 

There are four Hamilton club members included as part of the 2018 

control line world championship team to compete in Landres France in 

July. 

The team members are Neil and Carl Lickfold (F2A Speed), Kevin 

Barnes (F2B aerobatics) and Brendan Robinson (with brother Andrew) 

in F2C Teamrace. 

All team members have had to go through selection trials and are in the 

heart of preparations. 

Preparing for a competition, at world champs level, is intense. There is 

the model(s) technical preparation, solid levels of practice, together with 
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the model certification and documentation…..as well as mundane things 

like travel and time away from work. 

If you are interested the world champs website is:  

http://www.f2cmbl.org/index.php/en/wc2018en 
At this stage of preparation (13 weeks out from the world champs) I am 

only flying the model that I intend to use at the world champs, with the 

exception of making sure that the backup model is in reasonable trim. 

The model is a Yatsenko “Shark” built by Andry Yatsenko of the 

Ukraine. While the model came ready to fly it has required a degree of 

trimming to set the model up to my flying style. The colouring was taken 

from a Paua shell. 

The model is powered by a Cobra 35/20-14 electric motor with a KR 

timer (made by our friend Keith Renacle of South Africa). Batteries are 

Zippy Compact 5 cell 2700mah 

My current practice regime is seeking to fly 2 to 3 practice sessions of 6 

flights every weekend…basically if it is flyable I will be flying F2B 

Aerobatics which is about consistency and good model trim.  

 

 
Kevin’s F2B Shark 
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And from Carl Lickfold: 
 

Hi All, 

Team Lickfold has been working hard on engine and propeller 

developments.  We currently have two models each and we are pushing 

to get the newer engines and models running well into the 290+ kph 

bracket.  Neil has one model from Alexander Semenchenko and an 

Osovik model which was repaired by Brian Howser.  Carl has one model 

built by Billy Hughes and also an Osovik model that has been rebuilt by 

Brian.  The new engines have been very difficult to tune and find 

propellers for.  It is quite easy to get them going, but getting them to run 

fast for an entire flight is proving to be quite a challenge.  We are 

making good progress and at the last competition Carl’s newer model 

successfully made a full flight each time and was consistently increasing 

in speed.  We are now looking at our piston liner sets and trying find 

some exceptional ones to take to the world champs.  

 

So I have set to, and made some piston blanks and trimmed them to size 

on my Myford S7 lathe. 

 

                                                          

 

 

This is checking that the wrist pin 

is parallel to the base of the piston, 

which is used as a reference 

when being trimmed on the 

mandrel. In this case I made a 

series of mandrels that allows a 

piston 

and rod assembly to be trimmed, 

instead of just a piston. 
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Here is a piston trimmed to size ready to run. 

 

 
Piston trim mandrel set 
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Checking the line rake of the models. On the pink model we placed a 

5 gram weight on the tail to adjust the model trim. 

This model was lovingly and beautifully repaired by Brian Howser.  

Brian does such a superb job at model building and  

finishing. Our preparations would not be where they are now, 

without Brian's help. 

 

Continued next month……..Ed  
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Cambridge Soaring Series: 26 May 
2018 
Wayne Cartwright 
 

There were 12 contestants, 10 coming from Auckland, North Shore, Kati 

Kati, Tauranga, Rotorua – which was great - but only two from the 

Cambridge/Hamilton clubs, which was disappointing.  Cambridge MAC 

thanks everyone for their attendance. 

The weather was sunny with a cool breeze that strengthened to a gusty 

25kph wind in the middle three hours of the day.  Lift moved through 

pretty quickly.   

The three LMR events were well contested.  There was a general 

consensus that these events should be ALES in the 2018/19 season.  

Details of this will be provided when next season’s Cambridge Soaring 

schedule is announced in a couple of months.  It was good to see Bungee 

scores recorded for the first time – well done, Kim and Bruce.  

The main outcome was that everyone had fun - Cambridge Soaring 

seems to be meeting the need for an event positioned between club 

flying and full-on Soaring SIG events. 

 

Results   Model  F1 F2 F2 Total 

 

LMR Radian 

7   Gordon Meads  Radian  84 309 278   871 

10 Wayne Cartwright  Radian  308 122 223   653 

 

LMR 2M 

1   Wayne Cartwright  Eclipse  409 357 401 1167 

5   Gordon Meads  Radian  393 217 299   909 

 

LMR Open 

5  Gordon Meads  Bird of Time 516 460 291 1267 

 

Hamilton members scores shown only 
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JR Airsail Radian and Pylon Day 
Dave Crook 
 

On 5 May I attended the JR Airsail open day. The theme was Radians 

followed by Rare Bears/EF Racers/Extras etc. for a bit of a thermal and 

speed day fun. Or as I called it, chalk and cheese. 

The Radian fun event started around 11am which meant I was able to 

have a bit of a lie in followed by a BBQ sausage sizzle lunch then some 

Foamy Pylon. Radian rules were for a 15 second motor run and 5 min. 

max with spot landing. Pylon comprised of any foam electric model 

strong enough to handle the high g’s of racing around a course 

comprising of two poles approximately 100 metres apart.  

The EF Extras are a great little plane but I’m sure there are plenty of 

others out there suitable. 

After tasting success in the Radian competition I was duly put in my 

place having never before flown around a pylon course. I never thought 

flying a straight line and turning 180 degrees could be so hard! To put 

things in context over the course of 10 laps I was lapped 3 times by none 

other than John Danks. So there’s something for me to work on I guess. 

 

All in all a great day and a new skill learned. 

 

 
Pylon and Radian Day 
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Fraser Briggs Beer 
Graeme (one Fraser beer too many) Bradley 
 

What an honor to have a beer named after yourself...such a pity there’s a 

miss-spelling of your name though Frazer!  

A New Zealand beer that’s brewed in Tasmania and sold only by the 

Australian chain store ALDI, and what’s more, only sold in New South 

Wales! To obtain this outstanding Brew, we had to cross the 

Queensland/New South Wales border and pass into Tweed Heads city 

and purchase it at an Aldi store over there....what a mission just to get a 

beer named Fraser Briggs!! But wait, when are they going to name a 

Beer after me, after all doesn’t BRAD’s BEER sound like a winning 

brew to you? 

 

 

 
Had to drink them all didn’t you Brad. 
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Coming Events 2018 

 

June 2018 
 HMAC Club Night Meeting 

June 13, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A Maeroa 

Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 Tauranga MAC world famous Model Auction 

June 17, 2018 8:30 am - @ Classic Flyers Museum, Jean Batten Drive, Mt. 

Maunganui 

 
 

 HMAC Club Day - Dead Stick Landings 

June 24, 2018 9:30 am - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 

 

July 2018 
 HMAC Float Plane Day @ Lake D 

July 1, 2018 9:00 am - @ Lake Kainui (D), Lake Road, Horsham Downs. 

 HMAC Club Night Meeting - Quiz Nite 

July 11, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A Maeroa 

Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 HMAC Club Day 

July 15, 2018 9:30 am - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 

 

 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2018 
July Bulletin – 29 June 2018 

        
For further up to date event info please visit: 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=320
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=345
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=337
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=346
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=321
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=338
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