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Cover Page: Warbirds over Awatoto gets the big thumbs up from Team 
Hamilton. And a bottoms up from Alan. From Left Alan, Grant, Chris, Gordon 

and Colleen. Absent, Ian Sweeney and Frazer. Picture: Dave 
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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

February 2020 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay                  027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads              021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson                07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson                021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN       Sel Melville                   027-482-3459 
BULLETIN Ed. Dave Crook    021-123-6040 
(Editorial Email:  send to:  chloecat@xtra.co.nz )                                                                                           
 
COMMITTEE: 
 
Mike Sutton   
Chris Tynan 022-353-9231 – Red Baron 
Sel Melville 027-482-3459 - MIA 
Dave Crook 021-123-6040 - POW  
Lyndon Perry               021-02518474 - MIA                                                   
  
WEB SITE Grant Finlay  - Gypsy Moth driver 
CATERER Colleen Tynan – Mrs Red Baron 
 
CLUB NIGHT: Wednesday  12 February, 2020 7.30 pm 
VENUE: Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 
 
Club Night Theme:  AGM plus other stuff 
 
Club Themed Flying Day:  Turn up and have fun to 400 feet. 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

One month into 2020 already and I don’t 

know where the time has gone, but it sure is 

flying by!!!  The field has dried out to a crisp 

and not a single blade of grass is growing... 

which is a good time to remind everyone of 

the potential of fire danger, so please be extra 

careful and ensure you minimise any possible 

risk.  I’ve managed a couple of days flying 

since Xmas and a couple of away days, so hopefully everyone who can, 

is making the most of the great flying weather at present. 

 

The field is looking 

a bit crispy 

 

 

December’s final 

club flying event 

was our Xmas BBQ 

held at the field. 

The day was 

postponed from the 

previous weekend 

due to the poor weather and this turned out to be a pretty good decision. 

We had a good turnout of members and family for the rescheduled event 

and the weather was pretty much okay.  A big thanks to Colleen and 

Chris Tynan for sorting out the BBQ and trimmings and for everyone 

else who brought along a contribution to the lunch. All in all a very 

pleasant end to the clubs flying year. 

Mid January saw us hold a Fun Fly and BBQ which was actually a 

planned surprise 80
th

 Birthday bash for our Club Patron and long time 

flying buddy Graeme “ Brad” Bradley.  This had been organised some 

months prior by Brad’s better half Nancy, with the assistance of Colleen, 

Chris and a couple of committee in the know.  Needless to say Brad was 
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taken by surprise as hoped and only found out at the last minute.  A 

couple of former club members, along with a couple of Brads friends 

also turned up to wish him well, which made for a very special occasion. 

Congratulations Brad from all of us. 

 

 

Too hot to 

fly with 

everyone 

including 

the planes 

looking for 

shade. 

 

 

With so 

many other 

events on at 

present we 

day for Feb, instead it will be just an open Fun Fly day at the field will 

not be organising anything special for the clubs monthly themed flying 

on the 16
th

.  Note that at the end of the month our field is handed over to 

the Heli guys exclusively on Saturday  29
th

 Feb for a Heli Rally and then 

opened up again for mixed flying on the Sunday 1
st
 March.  Other events 

on this month include the Jet Rally in Tokoroa, Plyon Racing at Mercer, 

Aerotow at Tauranga and Aerobatics in Hawkes bay. Plenty to see and 

do if you like to travel. 

The December Xmas Club night saw the usual fun and teasing for the 

end of the year wind down. Our Annual Xmas “Entertainment” Awards 

were handed out , a couple of videos shown and of course we had the 

“wrap up of the year that was” in Pictorial form (ie Loads of Photo’s) 

This was all capped off with supper and a general chat session before the 

doors finally closed for 2019. Thanks to everyone who attended at a 

busy time of year and made for another great evening. 

February Club Night - AGM.  As you will be aware this month’s club 

night is the AGM. This is your opportunity to have your say in general 

business and to vote in your 2020 committee. You may even wish to 
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stand for a committee position. If you have any items of general business, 

please contact our secretary Alan Rowson to have it added to the agenda. 

Thus it’s in your own interests to attend the AGM and make your vote 

count. Following the formal AGM part of the meeting, we will have a 

general chat & round up of what people have been up to over the last 

two months, hopefully supplemented by some antidotes from those that 

attended the Nationals, giving us a brief run down on the events they 

competed in. 

Speaking of the MFNZ Nationals, congratulations to all those that placed 

or competed over New Years in Carterton.  I believe the weather was 

stunning as was the flying. We didn’t win Champion Club this time 

around, but I believe we may have come close to taking it out again! 

Well done guys, great effort. 

Well that’s my lot for the month. The club only survives on the input 

from its membership, so at this point I would like to thank the members 

of the committee for their valued help and support throughout the year, 

much of which goes un-noticed by the general membership, but without 

it we wouldn’t be able to continue to operate like we do.  Thanks one & 

all, see you at the AGM. 

And to sign off, as always… remember… “Safe flying is NO Accident” 

Grant 

 

 

 
The Christmas BBQ was a huge success 
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HAPPY 80th Birthday Mr Patron 
 

What better event than a big Happy Birthday surprise Flyin and BBQ for 

our long time friend and now Patron of the Club, Graeme “Brad” 

Bradley. 

That was the special day secretly organised by Brad’s wife Nancy for 

him and held at the Club field on the Sunday of Auckland Anniversary 

weekend.  With a number of old modelling friends and a few of Brads 

personal friends invited along, this was a day Brad won’t forget I’m sure. 

Colleen and Chris Tynan organised the bulk of the festivities with 

Colleen baking a very special birthday cake decorated to depict many of 

the significant times in Brads life.  There was the asparagus farming, 

apple orchards, Hollie the dog, flowers and of course most 

importantly..model flying. 

Brad managed to get through the day without a tear, although I’m sure 

he was moved by the occasion...but most importantly of all, he didn’t 

crash a model ;-) 

Congratulations Brad, may you have many more years of flying ahead. 
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The Birthday boy with Radian takes centre stage.  
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Alan wants your 
money $$$$$  
 

UPDATE FROM THE TREASURER 
 

With our AGM being held on the 12th of 

February at the Beercourt Bowling club. 

This year Model Flying New Zealand 

have increased their fees by $7.00. 

 

Senior   $95.00 

Family  $100.00 

Junior    $30.00  remains unchanged 

 

Our club fees are proposed to remain as follows:   

HMAC     Total 

Senior  $92.00  plus MFNZ $95.00    =     $187.00 

Retired  $72.00  plus MFNZ $95.00    =     $167.00 

Family  $97.00  plus MFNZ $100.00  =     $197.00 

Junior  $35.00  plus MFNZ $30.00    =     $ 65.00 

Free Flight/ 

Control line $32.00  plus MFNZ $95.00    =  $127.00 

Associate                                                        $75.00 

 

These fees will be discussed and approved at our AGM. 

 

As previously all fees must be paid into our account 

03 0314 0215645-00 before the 1st April. 

When paying directly into the account please ensure that you have your 

NAME on the deposit. 

No name and I will not be able to send your funds to MFNZ. 

Model flying New Zealand have stipulated that if not paid by 1st April 

no flying will be allowed at any flying field. 

That’s all from me at this stage, but please ensure I get the subs in before 

the end of March as it will make my job so much easier. 
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And from the Bulletin 
Editor: 
Dave                                                                          
 

One of the highlights of the RC model 

aviation calendar I look forward to every year is the Warbirds over 

Awatoto event held at the Model Flying Hawkes Bay field situated 

between Hastings and Napier. And as always Team Hamilton (Grant, 

Alan, Gordon, Chris, Colleen, Frazer and this year Ian Sweeney) didn’t 

disappoint with a number of aircraft flying in nearly all the categories.  

 

As an enthusiastic spectator and when not called upon to act as a spotter 

for one of the Hamilton crew I did have plenty of free time to spend 

drifting up and down the flight line taking in all the fantastic aircraft and 

getting to chat with many of the pilots of those aircraft. 

 

Amongst those was a particular 

gentleman from the Hawkes Bay 

club by the name of Phil Sharp. Phil 

had a couple of fantastic aircraft 

which he built and flew. One a 

WW1 Sopwith Pup similar to 

Gordons and also a WWII Tempest. 

What sets Phil’s workmanship apart 

from many others is that Phil in a 

past life was the chief mechanic for 

the F1 McLaren Team during the 

early 1970’s. All I can say is his 

workmanship is par excellence. 

 

The following is a selection of the 

Warbirds over Awatoto event 

 

     Ian Sweeney’s Hurricane 
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Three WWI Fokkers with Team Hamilton sitting in the background 

 

 

Frazer (Bogan), Mike (Baldrick) and Mosquito 
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Chris Tynan (Red Baron) on his way to the flight line 

 

 

Grant and his Gypsy Moth put on a great flying display and proudly 

won the “Best between the Wars” award for his effort 
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For the Helicopter 

enthusiasts there was 

this Russian beauty. If 

you want to know how 

much it costs you 

obviously can’t afford it.  
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Phil Sharp’s (MFHB) 

immaculate Tempest 

and Sopwith Pup 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan’s Fokker (below) commencing final turn for landing. 
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View along the flight line 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to look at some more pictures from the Warbirds over Awatoto 

event the Dropbox link is: 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zd8e438yulo896l/AADHJfAfd94RXIeF0bfI1Z5

Xa?dl=0 

 

All photos in the Dropbox were taken by Brett Robinson (MFHB) and are 

kindly available to be viewed with Brett’s permission. 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zd8e438yulo896l/AADHJfAfd94RXIeF0bfI1Z5Xa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zd8e438yulo896l/AADHJfAfd94RXIeF0bfI1Z5Xa?dl=0
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Aircraft  I Dream About—the 
Transland Ag2 
Bruce Pickering 
 

Hallett Griffin, from Kairanga near Palmerston North is an agricultural 

pilot with a love of older agricultural aeroplanes. His collection includes 

a DeHavilland Beaver, Auster Agricola and Percival EP9, all of which I 

have modelled. In 2003 he imported the large ungainly Transland Ag2 

from Uruguay, planning to restore it as he had the other aircraft. This 

particular aeroplane, the first of only three ever built, first flew in 

October 1956, following two years of construction. Today it is the sole 

survivor of the three. 

Since 1945 the Transland 

Company has manufactured 

parts and accessories for the 

aircraft industry, mainly in 

America. In 1952, under the 

guidance of George Wing, they 

started focusing on products 

for the aerial application 

business, including fire 

fighting, spraying, and 

spreading fertilizer. The idea of 

an agricultural aircraft 

followed a meeting between 

George Wing, Lloyd Stearman 

and two agricultural operators 

from Australia and Hawaii. 

Soon after World War II, 

during the infancy of 

agricultural aviation, the 

aircraft of choice was the  
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ubiquitous Stearman, which could be bought very cheaply and converted 

to crop dusters. While they were reasonably successful they were not 

designed for agricultural work and as time went by they became more 

scarce and expensive.  

The first Transland aircraft designed (by Fred Weick) and built was the 

Ag-1, which eight years later became the basis for the Piper PA-25 

Pawnee, also designed by Weick. The main design criteria were set by 

the aircraft's disposable load, as well as its unforgiving and risky 

working environment. Therefore, the load was to be at the aerodynamic 

centre—approximately 25% of the wing chord. The cockpit was placed 

high behind the hopper with the forward fuselage sloping downwards, 

providing a superb view.  

 

Following the Ag-1, the Ag-2 was an all metal monocoque cantilever low 

wing monoplane. Good low-speed flight characteristics were vital, so a 

constant chord modified NACA 64021 aerofoil—21% thickness/chord 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fuselage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantilever
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monoplane#Types_of_monoplane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monoplane#Types_of_monoplane
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ratio—was used, fitted with full span slotted flaps and “slot-lip” ailerons. 

With a wingspan of 12.8m (42 ft), it had a wing area of 29.9m
2 

(321.3ft
2
). The aircraft was fitted with a 600-hp P&W R-1340. 

A hopper capable of carrying 1360kg of fertilizer was located between 

the engine and the cockpit. A single flap extended under the fuselage on 

the centre section. Each outer wing panel included a 236 litre fuel tank. 

The ailerons ran the full length of these panels with an unusual top 

surface flap. This flap covered the gap between wing and ailerons and 

was designed to keep a clean airflow over the entire wing as it moved up 

and down with the aileron. Safety innovations included a wire from the 

cockpit to the top of the fin to deflect power cables and wire cutters on 

the leading edges of the undercarriage legs. Maximum all up weight was 

3500kg. 

 

The most distinctive feature of the Ag-2 is its massively thick wing. At 

21% of chord it is 486mm thick. This is one and a half times the 

thickness of the Fletcher wing, which has the same span and slightly 

narrower chord. The idea was twofold; to provide plenty of space in the 

wing for fuel and spray material, and to create a soft stall at slow speeds. 

During what the Americans call a “crop duster turn” the wing partially 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flap_(aircraft)#Types_of_flaps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ailerons
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stalls and the thicker airfoil is more forgiving. Although giving high lift, 

the trade-off is greatly increased drag. Still, I suppose the typical 

American way to offset that is to plonk a massive 600 hp power plant up 

front! 

 

The following You Tube interview is conducted with Antonio Gomez, 

one of the designers (responsible for aerodynamics, weight & balance 

and loads), by his son Carlos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=387&v=U_CLvKY4Yu

w 

The history of the aircraft owned by Hal Griffin is quite diverse. After 

577 flying hours it was sold to a company in Uruguay in 1962, where it 

flew another 224 hours fertilizing sugar until the end of 1963, when it 

was placed in storage. The aircraft spent 28 years in storage before being 

sold to another operator in Uruguay. Back in service in 1991, the Ag-2 

had flown a further 290 hours by early 1993 before it was parked at an 

airfield for seven years. Around 2000 the wings were removed and 

stored in a shed, while the fuselage was pushed to the edge of the airfield 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=387&v=U_CLvKY4Yuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=387&v=U_CLvKY4Yuw
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where it became imprisoned by weeds. In April 2003 the aircraft arrived 

in New Zealand for restoration at Kairanga where some of the photos 

with this article were taken. During my visit there in 2016 Hal allowed 

me to take numerous reference photos for a future project.  

Why do I like this aircraft? Well, it’s an agricultural aeroplane, it’s very 

rare—the only one in existence—and it’s quite unusual. And it would be 

very easy to build. To keep it light I would consider building up the 

wing rather than use sheeted foam cores; and I reckon I would make a 

jig and try to frame the ribs in a way similar to how wooden ribs are 

traditionally made. Otherwise the wood required to make sheet ribs 

would likely bankrupt me (a 2200mm span would be 90mm thick, 

requiring 25-30 sheets just for the ribs)! I had the idea that it would have 

made a nice addition to my agricultural fleet, but now all my topdressing 

aircraft have gone to another home, so I no longer have a fleet—still, I’m 

assured they are well cared for. Transland very kindly responded to my 

request and sent me drawings of the Ag-2; periodically I dig them out 

and think about how I would like to build one. Perhaps one day. 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&url=https://marketoonist.com/2017/01/upselling.html&psig=AOvVaw1wZxP-yXFGLk-qtB4i0gbG&ust=1581141680429000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjc2JHivucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABBB
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Don’t forget……………………. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
of the Hamilton Model Aero Club Inc. 

8pm 
Wednesday February 12th 2020 

Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms 
68A Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
Poor Alan is a bag of 

nerves on the flight 

line before sending 

his SE5A into the air 

to do battle with the 

Red Baron. 

Harvey Stiver (MFHB) 

offers support, 

guidance and 

counselling. 
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The Winds Blowing...head for the Hills 
 

What do you do when the winds blowing .....what else, but you head for 

the hills. 

That’s what a handful of us did over Xmas when the wind got too strong 

to fly at the field, so instead we headed out to the beach at Ruapuke for 

an afternoon of Slope soaring above the waves. 

The wind wasn’t as strong as it had been the day before, but there was 

still reasonably good lift to make the trip worthwhile.  

Between the four of us, Gordon, Rex, Lyndon and myself, we had 

something like 10-12 or so models and all of them got to fly at some 

point.  Gordon likes his flying wings where as the purists amongst us 

pefer a tail!! Mind you they all seem to fly equally as well as one 

another ! 
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Gordon had the most exercise for the day with at least one trip down to 

the beach and a couple more down the side of the hill to fetch 

models...and in all cases  it wasn’t due to the lack of lift....just Gordon!!! 

Lyndon also had an extra exercise climb, but that was up the hill behind 

us when he inadvertently flew a little too close to the ground..Doh! 

All in all a entertaining afternoon of sloping with fresh sea air to clear 

the lungs...well it would have been if it wasn’t for all that Smoke from 

Aussie! 
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Parting Shot: 
 

Let’s be careful out there.... 

 

Nigel King  

I am the man that flew that aircraft into my own caravan in 1997, in a 

town called Amble in the United Kingdom. The wings were demolished 

but somehow the aircraft body survived including half of the propeller. 

No one was hurt because all spectators were on the flight line. 

 

Nice one Nigel …Ed. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nigelmking
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Coming Events 2020 

 

February 2020 
 HMAC AGM Club Night Meeting  

February 12, 2020 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 
68A Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 Tokoroa Jet Rally  
February 14, 2020 – Sunday 16 February, 2020 Tokoroa Airfield, off Moffat 
Road, Tokoroa 

 HMAC Club Day 
February 16, 2020 - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 

 Glider Aero Tow event Tauranga  
February 21, 2020 - February 23, 2020 @ TECT All Terrain Park Model 
Flying Centre, Pyes Pa Road. (29km from Tauranga, 27km from Rotorua ) 

 RC Scale Competition – Waharoa Airfield 
February 22, 2020 - @ Matamata-Piako MAC, Jaggers Road, Waharoa 
(Matamata) 

 RC Vintage Competition and Rally 
February 22, 2020 – February 23, 2020 @ Tuakau MAC, Tuakau Domain, 
Alexandra Redoubt Road 

 RC Pylon Racing Series – Waikato Champs  
February 23, 2020 - @ Airsail MAC Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 

 RC Aerobatics over Awatoto Competition 
February 28, 2020 - March 1, 2020 @ Model Flying Hawkes Bay - Awatoto 
Field, Napier 

 Helicopter fun fly event – (exclusive field use Saturday, open for mixed 
flying Sunday)  
February 29, 2020 - March 1, 2020 @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins 
Road Hamilton 

 
March 2020 

 
 Highbrook Model Airshow and Funfly 

March 1, 2020 - @ Highbrook Model Airpark, Pukekiwiriki Place 
Highbrook Auckland 

 New Plymouth Memorial Weekend 
March 6, 2020 - March 8, 2020 @ Indoor TSB Stadium on 6th, Floatplanes - 
Lake Ratapiko on 7th, Rally Flying - NPMAC club field Sunday 8th 
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 HMAC Club Night Meeting 
March 11, 2020 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 
Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 
 RC Soaring Aerotow event - Hawkes Bay (Aorangi Rd) 

March 20, 2020 - March 22, 2020 @ Hawkes Bay (confirm site location 
with organisers) 
 

 RC Pylon Racing Series 
March 22, 2020 - @ Airsail MAC Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Flight Lines March 2020 
March Newsletter deadline – Wednesday 4 March 2020 

       
For further up to date event info please visit: 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 


