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Cover Page: Pam Godfrey had the honour this year of cutting 
the HMAC Christmas cake while husband Jack and top man 

Graeme Bradley eagerly await a piece.    
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HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

February 2019 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay                  027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads              021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson                07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson                021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN       Lyndon Perry               021-258-8506  
BULLETIN Ed. Dave Crook   
(Editorial Email:  send to:  chloecat@xtra.co.nz )                                                                                           
 
COMMITTEE: 
 
Mike Sutton   
Chris Tynan 022-353-9231 
Sel Melville 027-482-3459 
Dave Crook 021-123-6040  
                                                     
WEB SITE Grant Finlay 
CATERER Collen Tynan   
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 13th February 2019 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 
 
Club Night Theme:   AGM – Your club needs you 

 
Club Themed Flying Day:  Flying Tasks – are you up for it ? 
 
Bulletin Printing Compliments of Gallagher 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

Presidents Report February 2019 

Well for me, Xmas and New year are fast 

becoming a distance memory as I dive 

head long into 2019 with a list of things to 

do & see as long as my arm.  Hopefully 

you all had a great new year and got to do 

some things you enjoy and of course got the odd fly in or two!  I was on 

Holiday for the first week over Xmas, but was able to spend some four 

days at the Model Flying NZ Nationals at Waharoa after New Years.  

This was a great event and is certainly something folks should think 

about next time the Nats come back this way, if not before travelling 

elsewhere. I flew RC Scale & Pylon this year and had a ball, except for 

the day I lost my voice to a head cold and took the brunt of the Lost 

Voice Guy jokes. 

None the less, Hamilton club featured highly in the scoring again, so 

much so that we eventually headed off Model Flying Hawkes Bay for 

Champion Club.  

HMAC…..We are the Champions 
 

So huge big congratulations to all those club members that took part 

which ultimately resulted in our Clubs win. Also a giant thank you to 

Frazer and the many others who put all the Nats organisation together 
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and turned on another successful Nationals event. The work these guys 

put in goes mostly unseen and unrewarded! Hopefully a number of 

members who attended the Nats will be able to share some of their 

experiences at the Feb club night, reflecting on their perspective of 

competing and highlights from this years Nats. 

 

 

Brian Howser 

receiving his 

certificate from 

MFNZ 

President Len 

Drabble 

 

 

One of the 

highlights of the 

Nationals 

occurred at the 

formal  

dinner function 

where our own champion for Control Line flying, Brian Howser was 

inducted into the MFNZ Hall of fame alongside fellow HMAC 

recipients Don Putt, Alf Leong & Frazer Briggs. Brian joins a very 

distinguished group of people who have committed lifelong energy and 

commitment into the hobby they love. Congratulations Brian on a well 

deserved National recognition...(and he was completely taken by 

surprise by a very well kept secret ) 

So what’s on our horizon for the coming year?  Well we intend to 

continue running club events at the club field throughout the year that 

attempt to cater for as many variations of flying as we can come up with. 

We will also be holding a series of Float Plane days (dates yet to be 

decided) and of course our Club nights will continue through the year. 

As always we are open to suggestions for other club events and club 

nights so please put your thinking caps on. 
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February Club Night.   

As you will be aware this month’s club night is the AGM. This is your 

opportunity to have your say in general business and to vote in your 

2019 committee. You may even wish to stand for a committee position. 

If you have any items of general business, please contact our secretary 

Alan Rowson to have it added to the agenda. One of the key issues we 

have on the agenda at present is the future of the “printed’ Club Bulletin. 

There are comments elsewhere in the bulletin that sum up the situation, 

as it directly affects the 2019 subs as proposed by committee. Thus it’s 

in your own interests to attend the AGM and make your vote count. 

December’s club night was well attended. Thanks to all those that 

brought along a contribution towards supper, that all went down very 

well. Thanks to Frazer and Jarrod for the run down on last year’s Tucson 

shootout event in the States and also for sharing some of your after 

match function material as well. As usual we handed out a couple of 

awards and showed some photos taken throughout the year, making for a 

very relaxing and enjoyable end to the year. 

December’s flying activities wound up with our XMAS BBQ fun fly. 

The weather turned out to be pleasant, warm and sunny day and we had 

a good turnout of pilots and a handful of partners to share in the day. A 

great big thank you once again to Colleen and Chris Tynan for the 

massive contribution they made to the day through preparing all of the 

catering, cooking the BBQ and providing a large gazebo and chairs. 

Thank you to the rest of the ladies that gave colleen a hand setting up 

and to Pam Godfrey who had the honour of cutting this years Xmas cake 

(again baked by Colleen). Thank you everyone for your support, it was a 

wonderful way to finish off the years flying and social activities. 

February’s Club monthly fun fly event. February and March are 

particularly busy months on the flying calendar which is especially so 

for those of us that travel to away events. Therefore, this month’s fun fly 

event will take the form of a flying task set on the day by whoever is 

going to be there to run it!! Hopefully our 2019 club captain will be 

available, but if not another committee person will be burdened with that 

task. Whoever & whatever, I’m sure it will be a fun morning. 

I hear there’s questions about float plane flying for 2019, when, where 

and how many events? At this stage the dates are yet to be set, but it’s 

likely the first event will be late in March or early April and most likely 
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up at Lake Puketirini in Huntly. We will be running at least four, maybe 

five events this year with most of them hopefully at Lake (D) Kainui. 

We do require council approval to run these, so keep an eye out for them 

in the calendar. 

For other event information, keep an eye on the Clubs Web based 

calendar as this is the most up to date reference point for coming events 

and event changes. 

Well that’s my lot for this month. This is my last report for the current 

financial year and we will see what happens at the AGM. The club only 

survives on the input from its membership, so I would like to thank the 

outgoing committee for their background work and support throughout 

the year which helps lighten the load a lot. 

And to sign off, as always… remember… “Safe flying is NO Accident” 

Grant 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

The Pitiful Pitts Story   

Bruce Pickering 
 

I never had any desire to build a Pitts Special, they are too fast and 

snappy for my flying style; well that’s what I thought. But my son Jason 

loves them; he’s currently flying his fifth one. A few months ago he 

offered me a partly repaired third scale Great Planes Pitts (now 

discontinued), with the instruction “I’ve had this for years, I’m not going 

to finish it, you’d better take it and try it; you’ll like it.” So, like a dutiful 

father, I brought it home. He had made some modifications during the 

repair—lengthened the fuselage by 50mm and made the bottom wing 

profile symmetrical (incidentally, Pitts also made this modification in the 

1960’s to improve inverted performance). While I was finishing the 

model, I did some research. 

Described as a “Small, clean biplane, taking advantage of progressively 

more powerful and lighter engines being developed, the Pitts Special 

took aerobatics through the roof,” it was first flown in 1944. The Pitts 

Special is the brainchild of Curtis Pitts, a designer and crop-duster, who 

envisioned the aeroplane as the first that was specifically designed for 
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aerobatics, according to the International Council of Air Shows 

Foundation. The first models had 55hp engines—modern versions have 

up to 300hp.  

As can be imagined many variants have been built over its 73 year 

existence—15 factory variants, plus numerous home builders’ versions. 

Modifications include: constant speed propellers, symmetrical aerofoil 

wings, four ailerons instead of two, various power plants, undercarriage 

modification, twin cockpit, etc. The many modifications are partly due to 

the need to extract more performance for use in aerobatics and partly 

because homebuilders like to put their own stamp on their work. 

What about my reservations about it being difficult to handle? Well, 

here’s what some pilots of full-size Pitts say: “First let's hit one thing 

right up front: the Pitts Special's reputation for being a handful on the 

ground is grossly exaggerated!” “There is no such thing as a squirrely 

airplane, just squirrely pilots.” “The airplane actually has no 

characteristics of its own other than being smooth and eager to respond. 

Its only characteristic is that it exactly mimics the pilot. It will do only 

what the pilot asks it to do; it will do it immediately and will keep doing 

it until the pilot asks it to do something else.” 

This is what Great Planes said about their model: “The Pitts Special 

ARF is a great-flying model that flies smoothly and predictably. The 

Pitts Special ARF does not, however, possess the self-recovery 

characteristics of a primary R/C trainer and should be flown only by 

experienced R/C pilots. This model...is extremely stable at slow speeds, 

very solid in any flying attitude, but remains remarkably aerobatic. You 

can have a great deal of confidence in this model.” 

Well, with such enthusiastic recommendations, how could I not finish 

the model and fly it? Jason had previously installed a Zenoah G62, 

which he said was “Great for performing gyroscopic manoeuvres.” Since 

any gyroscopic manoeuvres that I perform are both accidental and scary, 

I went for the smaller (1kg lighter) RCG 56, which produces the same 

power at 5.5hp. 

I didn’t get around to flying it straight away and it sat in the workshop 

for some weeks, until recently when Jason came to stay for a couple of 

days. Since he loves them so much I suggested he have first flights to get 

the model trimmed and sorted out. So he did; we made a few small 

changes over a couple of days and after about 10 flights it was 
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performing nicely. I had a couple of flights and started to quite like it. 

But then, disaster struck; he was teaching me how to perform lomcevaks. 

Just when I was getting quite pleased with myself and was pulling out of 

one manoeuvre the model went into a dive and “bought the farm” as they 

say.  

 

 
 

What a Pitts Special is supposed to look like 

 

 
The Pitts Special now not so special 
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Even in the soft peat the thump could be felt as well as heard. Cows 

were in the paddock and as we walked over to the crash site Jason 

commented on how they didn’t seem to be fazed by the incident. They 

just quietly moved aside as we strolled through them, but you could see 

it in their eyes, “Oh yeah, another one—we’ve seen it all before.” 

The debris field was very small—the result of vertical impact—and the 

crash was destructive. Each wing was in two pieces, which gave me 

some of hope of repair, but the fuselage had been demolished into a 

thousand parts, back to behind the cockpit. Not worth a pittance! 

Fortunately Sel, a man of experience, had wisely given me a bag to carry 

all the bits, and on the way back I contemplated rebuilding the model. 

But those thoughts departed when I dumped the lot in a pile back in the 

pit area. It was a pitiful sight. I was grateful for the debris bag, but a little 

perturbed when Sel said to keep it for the future (eh?). At home I put the 

wings and rear fuselage away in storage, just in case! After all, I do have 

another cowl. I put the undercarriage, wheels and spinner aside for a 

large Super Skybolt that I am keen to build, since they are exactly the 

right size. 

I was perplexed at as to why it happened; the model was pulling out of 

the manoeuvre nicely and was quite controllable. Some of those 

watching said it had stalled and, with no other obvious explanation, I 

accepted that. Then Denis suggested checking the batteries—dual soft 

type 2S 2100 mAh LiFe’s—whereupon he found that there was only 2% 

of charge remaining; Alan’s check revealed the same. The soft packs had 

been distorted in the impact, although there was no indication of a short 

circuit, and they were easily reshaped back to original. But the question 

remained: did they fail as a result of the crash or was the crash the result 

of flat batteries? 

I stripped the gear out of the wreckage and binned the useless debris then 

turned my attention to the batteries. The first check was voltage; they 

both read 4V—2V per cell—they are considered discharged at 3.2V per 

cell! I put them on charge and each pack reached 7.2V in 119 minutes. I 

then discharged and balance charged them and now they appear to be in 

good working order. They obviously were not damaged in the crash. 

LiFe’s have a very flat discharge curve, with a sudden drop off at the end. 

We must have simply out flown their capacity.  
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I felt happier to think that my flying was not the cause, but this is an 

important reminder about energy management. The A123 LiFe cells are 

reputed to be more robust than the soft packs, so I will use only them in 

future. I also reflected on the fact that the only other time I have ever 

crashed a model beyond repair it was destroyed because of electrical 

failure. Although I might not have caused the crash, I was still 

responsible for it. You’d think a fellow would learn! Jason was right, I 

would have come to like the Pitts, but it was not to be. Still, it was fun 

while it lasted. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Alan Rowsons New Toy – And what a 
beauty ! 
 

On the Friday before Christmas I had a phone call from my friend Barrie 

Russell in Napier to ask if I was interested in purchasing an Avro 504 

from Jeff Clarkson who is a member of the Model Flying Hawkes Bay 

Club. 

It took me only about 5 minutes to make my mind up as I new this 

model when I lived in Napier. 

Jeff built this aircraft from a Arizona models plan.They only had a 

quarter scale plan and as the wingspan was 113in Jeff advised that it 

would be to big to fit in his vehicle. Arizona advised him 

that they would scale the plan down to 1/5 scale giving a wingspan of 

88in. 

Jeff built this model off the plans in 2009. As this model is a fully rigged 

aircraft he altered the plan so that the rear fuselage could be taken off 

from behind the cockpit..The wings and front section are all in one piece 

so you do not have the problem of rigging each time to fly. 

I traveled down  to Hawkes Bay on the 9th January and picked this 

model up from jeff in Havelock North . I then stayed with Barrie 

overnight and returned to Hamilton the following day. 

This aircraft is powered by a Zenoah 26cc electronic ignition and has an 

88in wingspan. 
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A very important message from the 
Secretary 
 

Membership Subscriptions 2019 
 

As you are aware, the Hamilton MAC annual subscriptions will fall due 

following the AGM this month. The Fees we collect are comprised of 

two components. Firstly, a portion of the fees that are forwarded on to 

Model Flying NZ, our national association. The second portion of the fee 

is retained by the Club. 

 

As you may have read in our National Magazine, Model Flying New 

Zealand are increasing their fees this coming year by $13.00 due to 

increased insurance premiums. This will make the MFNZ fees as 

follows: 

 

Senior  members  $88.00 

Family members   $93.00 

Junior  members   $25.00 

(These fee’s are included in your overall subscription to HMAC and are 

not paid separately). 

 

With the club expenses increasing each year due to bulletin stamps and 

other operating costs steadily rising, we are looking at ways to keep subs 

down. One way we believe we can save members a considerable amount 

is by not sending out a bulletin each month. Instead the bulletin could be 

received by email and/or retrieved from the clubs web site each month. 

Fyi, each postage stamp now costs $1.20 and who knows what it will 

increase by this year. Currently our printing cost are subsidised, but this 

may not last forever.  Most clubs do not send out paper bulletins these 

days, with their communications being read off emails and club Web 

sites. 
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If we were to do away with the paper bulletin completely and only 

produce online copies, the committee propose the club fees for 2019 to 

be as follows (which includes MFNZ fees): 

 

Senior     $180.00 

Retired    $160.00   70 yrs plus 

Family     $190.00 

Junior      $60.00 

Controline/ 

Freeflight  $120.00 

Associate $75.00 

 

However, if the membership decides at the AGM that they still wish us 

to continue producing a printed bulletin for everyone, then our fees will 

need to be increased further to cover costs and these are proposed by 

committee as follows: 

 

Senior        $190.00 

Retired       $170.00 

Family        $200.00 

Junior         $ 60.00 

Controline/ 

Freeflight   $130.00 

Associate   $  75.00 

 

Note that going to an electronic bulletin is an all or none option, we will 

not be printing copies for individuals. Also, if we opt out of printing we 

will not be able to re-introduce printed bulletins at current costs. 

 

Thus members are encouraged to attend our AGM on the 13th February 

so this can be fully discussed. 

 

Once the fees are set at the AGM the clubs account no is 03 0314 

0215645-00 . 

Fees can be paid via Internet Banking or by doing a deposit at the bank. 

Cheques or cash will be accepted. Please ensure that your name is added 

to the deposit. 
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All fees must be paid by 31 March 2019 and will be advertised on the 

Clubs Web Site and in the March Bulletin. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Why is everyone getting so excited ? 

 

 

 
 

The Christmas cake of course – Big thanks to Colleen Tynan 
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Graeme Bradley showing the new boys how it’s done…. 

 

 
Grant and Andrew Palmer mid air during a pylon race at the 

nationals with Grant losing the Tail stub off his racer...guess who 

was in front!! 
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More Christmas fun 

 

 

 

 
HMAC are a hungry lot 
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And it’s good bye to Christmas 2018….. till December 2019 then. 

 
Parting Shot: 
 

 
This is what happens when you 

put a townie into a rural 

environment…eh Sel ? 
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Coming Events 2019 

February 2019 
 Warbirds Over Awatoto 2019 

February 2, 2019 - February 3, 2019 @ Model Flying Hawkes Bay - Awatoto Field, 

Napier 

 Glider AeroTow event - Hawkes Bay 

February 8, 2019 - February 10, 2019 @ Aorangi Road, South Hawkes Bay 

 HMAC AGM Club Night 

February 13, 2019 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 

Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 IMAC Scale Aerobatics Competition - Galatea 

February 16, 2019 - February 17, 2019 @ Galatea Airfield, Galatea (Rotorua 

District) 

 HMAC Club Day - Fun Fly day and Fun Fly tasks 

February 17, 2019 10:00 am - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton 

 RC Pylon Racing Series - Waikato Champs (2day event, 5 races per event/per 

day) 

February 23, 2019 - February 24, 2019 @ Airsail Model Aero Club, 299 Native Rd, 

Pukekawa 

 Vintage NNI Competition and Rally 

February 23 and 24, 2019 - @ TuakauModel Aero Club, Alexandra Road, 
Tuakau  

March 2019 
 Glider AeroTow event - Hawkes Bay 

March 1, 2019 - March 3, 2019 @ Aorangi Road, South Hawkes Bay 

 New Plymouth Club Memorial Weekend events 

March 8, 2019 - March 10, 2019 @ Fri-Indoor TSB Stadium; Sat- AM Sport flying 

@ Ferndene, PM Floatplanes/Memorial Dinner at Lake Ratapiko; Sun- Sport flying 

@ Ferndene 

 RC Scale Competition - Waharoa Airfield 

March 9, 2019 9:00 am - @ Matamata-Piako MAC, Jaggers Road, Waharoa 

(Matamata) 

PLUS MORE MARCH EVENTS, SEE THE CLUB WEBPAGE CALENDAR 
 

Flight Lines March 2019 
March Bulletin – 28 February 2019 

       
For further up to date event info please visit: 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=384
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=385
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=390
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=389
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=391
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=370
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=370
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=386
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=387
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=388


 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official newsletter of the 
Hamilton Model Aero Club Inc. 

P.O. Box 1333, Hamilton 
 

Website: www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 
 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/

