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Presidents Report 
Well, there’s a number of old sayings 
around that go something like ”anything 
worth doing is worth doing right”,  “good 
things take time” and  “ all things come 
to those that wait “. Thus it’ll come as 
some surprise to many when I say that I 
have finally test flown my Comp-Arf Yak 
55sp. The maiden flight was under taken 
at Waharoa on Labour Day with 
admittedly, a little bit of nervous 
trepidation. But once the wheels left the ground and the traditional 
(& mandatory) ‘Roll on takeoff’ for any aerobatic aircraft was 
executed, from then on it was “Happy Times” as Frazer would say! 
This particular model kit was purchased back in 2003 from Comp-
Arf  and has been in and out of the storage box many times, 
getting a little bit more work done on it each time. Hence the 
references to “Yak in a Box” will now have to change, but I’m sure 
Frazer’s just bursting to tag my model with a new name!  
 
Octobers club night saw a number of bit’s and pieces plus the odd 
plane or two brought along for the Buy/Sell/Swap night.  This was 
a good night, but I suspect the real bargains of the night 
happened in the car boot sales that were going on before I had 
even arrived to unlock the meeting room doors! Frazer made a 
good attempt to run an auction for some of the gear he had 
brought along for sale, but I think I remember him 
commenting...”it’s like pulling teeth”. None the less it was a good 
night and I also filled in the balance of the evening with some 
recent club photo’s, videos and the like. 
 
This coming club night we will be concentrating on the art of 
painting and surface preparation. Frazer will head the discussion, 
supported by Graeme Bradley and Alan Rowson. If you have any 
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painted models you’d like show off, or maybe have the experts 
answer questions on, them bring them along for show and tell. 
Our October monthly themed fun fly day was centred around 
Agricultural flying. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t the best, but 
we still managed to get a good handful of Ag models present on 
the field, with a couple more left tucked away in the cars. 
   
Warren Setters had a great time with his FU24 Fletcher that he 
recently purchased off Bruce Pickering.  I’ve heard Bruce is kind 
of regretting selling it now, but he does have a brand new bigger 
one to fly, so I’m sure his gloom will soon pass.  
This month’s Club fun fly activity will be our final float plane day 
for the year. We will be flying at Lake (D) Kainui from 9am and 
hopefully the weather will play the game this time. The last two 
scheduled events have been rained out before we even got to the 
lake, so fingers crossed for some nice weather this time. Be 
aware that we don’t have sole use of the lake, so please exercise 
caution when flying if there is any boating activity on the lake. As 
usual, Phil will have his rescue boat available to recover the 
inevitable drowned models and I’m sure there will be a lot of 
laughs at mine and others expense! 
 
A couple of club matters of interest that will be covered in more 
detail elsewhere in the bulletin. Firstly we will be holding a 
“Special General Meeting “ in conjunction with our December club 
night to set the 2017 club fees (Member Subs) and also asking 
members to ratify the bringing forward of our Annual General 
Meeting by a month to February 2017. These changes are 
necessary as a result of a recent clarification of financial & 
insurance issues by Model Flying NZ. 
 
The second issue is a bit of good news. On the 10th of Nov the 
active Control Zone Area of Hamilton Airport changes and HMAC 
will no longer be under the direct control of Air Traffic Control. The 
significant change will be the end of the requirement to phone the 
Tower before and after flying. See the notice elsewhere in the 
bulletin for what this really means. 
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Well that’s about all I have for now.  Keep in mind to pack a model 
in the car on Wednesdays and go for a fly after work with your 
club mates, that’s providing the weather is all right,  which it hasn’t 
managed to do so since daylight savings started!! 
So that’s my lot again, as always.... remember, safe flying is no 
accident. 
 
Cheers, Grant.   

Grants 

YAK55sp 
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Captains Report 
 

It seems like only a week or two ago I was writing one of these 
reports and since then very few of the events talked about actually 
took place as the wind and or rain has been persistent to say the 
least, but no one could complain about the weather over Labour 
weekend and with plenty of events on there was something for 
everyone. 
The Vintage event in Ngatea was attended by a couple of HMAC 
members so a report should be coming on club night covering 
this, likewise I expect someone may have gone to the Pylon event 
at Clausen’s farm and John is good at reporting on them in the 
bulletin.  
    
As the Warbird event at Waharoa was delayed on Saturday 
because of the funeral held for the pilot who died there last week, 
most Hamilton members elected to go on Sunday leaving 
Saturday for flying at the Vintage event or a bit of fun at our own 
strip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday morning was looking better than the day before and as I 
followed Gordon in the gate at Waharoa I was thinking about time, 

Mike Brigg’s nearly completed 

DH Mosquito 
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summer really feels like it’s on it’s way. Fifteen minutes later I had 
the Mustang and Fokker all screwed together and gassed up and 
Gordon was on to his last wing section on the Sopworth and Brad 
and Nancy had just pulled in. Gordon was finding the engine in 
the Sopworth was not keen to continue running after such a long 
rest from it’s last outing but after a bit of fiddling was up and 
running once it got it’s whistle wet. Once in the air Brad took over 
observer duties from me and I fired up the Fokker and was soon 
chasing the British swine all over the sky, we all had to agree the 
two world one fighters looked really good in the air with a mock 
dog fight although the German was doing most of the chasing, 
being a third scale and a little smaller it was faster and just like the 
real plane it turns on a dime (or should that be a Reichsmark)!! 
A few flights later there was a real battle in the sky’s with a 
number of biplanes in the air at once, I think the Iron crosses out 
numbered the Royal air force roundel three to one although Brad 
could have landed and evened the battle up as he was hedging 
his bets both ways with his Fokker D.VII and his S.E.5a. 
 
The second world war was well represented with the usual 
Mustangs, P47’s, and Focke wolf’s, also in attendance John 
Doherty had his big Moke powered Sea Fury and his Shooting 
Star jet, Ian…..  BF109, Dave ……Black widow and Mike Briggs 
brought his nearly completed Mosquito, this plane is one 
awesome model and will be great to see when it hit’s the skies.  
In all a really good event with some great weather don’t miss the 
next one. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
CT        
        
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CT’s Latest Purchase 
– ex Warren!! 
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   Test flying “Strange” models 
 
It has been a long winter weather wise with a seemingly endless 
run of poor weather for flying. Most every weekend has been 
either wet or windy, sometimes both! 
This of course has led to some extended time in the workshop. 
When I am building, assembling or repairing models I tend to 
have two or three on the go at the same time. This seems to work 
for me as I hate to be held up waiting for glue to dry and unable to 
move the piece to do further work. It is also frustrating waiting to 
get a vital part, screw, etc. and not being able to continue when 
you have the spare time. Consequently, I always have a couple 
on the go so there is always progress to be made on something. 
 
This leads me to this winter, with extra workshop time available 
my eyes cast around the darker corners of the shed and spotted a 
few “projects” that had been sitting around awaiting some 
attention. Why were they sitting around?? Because I seemed 
have acquired a liking to unusual models/configurations of aircraft, 
especially stuff that some would say will not fly, should not fly, or 
are just plain ugly! There is always a bit of a dilemma with these 
things as to how much effort and money to put in to see if it will 
actually work. My tendency is to concentrate on making it fly first 
and not worrying too much on looks. If it proves to be a “good un”, 
then tidy it up and make it presentable later. (However sometimes, 
later never comes and you just keep on flying and enjoying it!) 
 
So, the time had come to get some of these things finished and 
see if they would commit aviation! 
First was a Simitar that I had bought used. It is unusual in that it is 
a tail-less aircraft with a fin and rudder but no stabiliser or elevator. 
These have a good reputation so I was expecting good things. 
Got set up and went flying...result...amazing! It fly’s exceptionally 
well with no vices. 
Buoyed by this success it was on to the next oddity. The PL12 Air 
Truk that I had been “coerced” into building had been niggling me 
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to get finished, so the completed aircraft was taken to the field, 
pointed down the strip and throttle opened. A brief lurch into the 
air and then smack into terra firma! Smot! Diagnosis was mixed 
between pilot error and stabiliser/wing incidence (decalage?) 
incorrect. I decided to repair it and change the angles at the same 
time. So eventually,  back to the field, point it down the strip, open 
the throttle and...Nothing! Half a dozen attempts and it refuses to 
break ground. So, back home and chuck the thing into the 
naughty corner. Might modify it and have another go sometime. 
 
Next, another project looks at me from the dark corner, a Keecat, 
this is a delta jet like, T tail, pusher, which was purchased on a 
whim a couple of years ago at the “bring & buy”. So, repair, fit out, 
set up, and off to the field. Point it down the strip, open the throttle, 
sharp veer to the right, bonk onto ground, only a broken prop. 
Unfortunately the only pusher prop I have. Over the following 
weeks some good mates sort me out some pusher props. (one 
even travels  to Singapore especially to get me one! Hmm, slight 
exaggeration there!)  
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OK, back to the field, point it into wind, open the.. etc. etc (you 
know how it goes now) It leaps into the air, nose coming up, full 
down elevator, nose still coming up, into a “hover”, rolling over 
onto back now, close throttle, smot! 
Diagnosis, badly rearward C of G. This despite my best efforts of 
doing several calculations...wrong again! So, this one ends up in 
the black bag. 
Then, on to another.  
At this stage it is just getting all a bit much to even start to mention 
the ongoing saga of “The Beast” floatplane which is of very 
unconventional design, but at least it does fly and still survives 
much to most people’s dismay! 
So what have I got to learn from all this? Stick to buying or 
building, conventional & proven designs? Yep, that works most of 
the time but where is the challenge in that??  
I believe we aero-modellers all like a bit of a challenge, whether 
that comes from competitions, unusual models, scale details, 
bigger, smaller, faster, slower, etc., the list is endless. This is the 
stuff that keeps us coming back for more, even after all the 
inevitable setbacks & disappointments. 
Long may it continue!  
p.s.   I think I see another weird something or other looking out at 
me accusingly from the far corner of the shed, better get it 
finished and see what happens to this one..can’t wait! 
 
Gordon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordons Hawker Typhoon 
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PYLON REPORT PUKETAHA 
23rd OCTOBER 

With the weather forecast on the money for last Sunday, allowing 
us to get the first meeting of the season off to a perfect start. 
Suntan lotion was the order of the day and with little or no wind 
there was some mention of it being too hot! Paul once again had 
the strip in perfect condition considering the rain earlier in the 
week, thanks Paul for a great day. 
Entries were down probably due to other Labour Weekend 
commitments but this did not effect the competitive spirit, with 
personal bests from most of us and some extremely close racing 
(less than 8 seconds separating all three Q500 Expert entrants 
after 5 rounds) left us all going home with big grins.  
A couple of firsts this meeting, one was the use of a PC based 
scoring system which Ross and Noeline Craighead brought back 
from Australia on their last visit to a pylon event in Queensland, 
this system worked very well and simplified organising the results 
at the end. Thanks again team Craighead. 
The second was my testing of a proposed new simplified electric 
pylon class based on the popular Q500 Sport class. This worked 
out as planned with times in the low 1min 40 second mark with at 
least 20% left in the battery pack after the race. I ran it with the 
Q500 Sport entries and apart from the sound there was very little 
difference in speed, mo  re on this later. 
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RESULTS; 

 

Q500 SPORT;  

1st.   Paul Clausen                                                    380.0 

2nd  Ross Craighead                                                403.2 

3rd  Ron Stone                                                         408.3 

4th Graham Duncan                                                 526.9 

  

Q500 EXPERT;  

1st   John Danks                                                        273.1 

2nd  John Knox                                                          275.1 

3rd   Ross Craighead                                                280.9  

 

E SPORT; 

1st      Brian Harris                                                    282.0 

2nd     Graham Duncan                                            301.4  

That’s it for now, looking forward to the next meeting on November 

27th. at Paul’s airstrip. 

 

Cheers John   
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Busting Damns 
by Alan Rowson 

 
Well I have finally finished the Lancaster  Dam Buster that was 
purchased from England on 30/7/2003. This was a CNC wood 
pack with plan, canopy ,turrets and ABC spinners. 
The kit was a Tony Nijhuis plan for either electric or IC power. I 
chose I.C. and am using  two O.S 46 on the inner and two O.S.40 
on the outer. 
 
I started building this back in 2003 and had made the fuselage 
and wings. The engine nacelles was built up as balsa , so I made 
one then gave it to Barry Russell and he then made 4 fibre glass 
nacelles. The spinners were ABC plastic which would not last on 
an I.C model so did a plaster of paris mould and Barry then made 
4 fibre glass  spinners. John Clarke then made 4 aluminium back 
plates for the spinners.I worked on this model over a number of 
years but other models got in the way and it was a stop start affair 
and never got completed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 15 

In 2013 we moved to Hamilton and I kept saying must get the 
Lancaster finished but always other projects were done and 
finished. Earlier this year I decided that it needs to be finished so 
made an effort, but at the beginning of August I fell down our 
steps at the garage and broke my ankle. This again put me 
behind as in hospital for 9 days then on crutches which has now 
been 3 months, Now I have a moon boot but I have been able to 
sit at a low table and managed to paint the black and camoflage . 
Today 27/10 Brian and Warren Setters came around to help put 
on the wings etc as there was no way I could have done this by 
myself. As you can see from the photos it looks really good. 
 
This Lancaster has wing span of 11ft11 servos  2 lipo 2 
cell  batteries  with a Ubec to cut the power down to 6 volts. 
Electric retracts and  Chris Tynan made the undercarriage legs for 
me. At this stage I have put in a Gyro for the rudder only but may 
change this to a rudder ,elevator ,aileron one - not sure yet. 
The weight came out at 15kg so I will get Grant Finlay to put his 
digital scales on as my scales are not accurate. Lets hope it is 
well under 15kg as Tony Nijhuis electric version came out 
at  around 10kg..I will be leaving the flights for Grant Finlay and 
Frazer Briggs to do the flying of this model. 
 
Alan 
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Air Traffic Control Zone Change 
As mentioned in the presidents report, the Hamilton Airport Air 
Traffic Control Zone boundaries are about to change. These 
boundary changes  come into affect from Thursday 10th Nov and 
will have a direct affect on HMAC activities.  
The requirement for members to phone the Control Tower prior to 
and on completion of flying activities will cease (from 10th Nov). 
The signage on the field will be removed in due course. 
 
Important issues to note that arise as a result of the 
boundary change: 

 Full size aircraft will no longer be notified of our flying 

activity. 

 Full size aircraft were usually over 1000ft passing over our 

field, this is no longer controlled by ATC and they may be 

lower. 

 Full size aircraft can pass over our field as low as 500ft. 

This means that the separation between our model flying 

ceiling of 400ft and full size is only 100ft. 

 Aircraft can now approach us from any direction 

(previously this was predominantly an east/west traffic 

pattern) 

So what does this mean for us:  

 The role of the observer will be far more critical in both 

identifying incoming aircraft and relaying information about 

it’s height and track. 

 Our maximum 400 ft height limit will be closely monitored 

and must be strictly adhered to by all fliers. 

 Pilots must have current wings badge (and for the model 

type they are flying) or be under supervision of a wings 

badge holder. 
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Note: Altitude recorders and live altitude telemetry are options 
available to assist learning to effectively estimate how high 400ft 
looks like.  
So those are the key points, remember to play it safe and fly low 
whenever full size aircraft are in the area, we don’t want any 
accidents! 
 

HMAC Special General Meeting 
 

8pm, Wednesday 14
th

 December 2017 

Beerescourt Bowling Club Rooms, 68A Maeroa Road 

 

Agenda: 

 Discuss and set HMAC 2017-2018 Club Fees (Membership Subs) 

 Set and ratify the HMAC AGM Meeting date for February 8th 2017 

 

Supporting Comments:  

MFNZ/HMAC Fees: 

Committee has recently been advised by Model Flying NZ that the 

association is intending to increase MFNZ affiliation fees for senior and 

family memberships by $5 in the coming financial year beginning 1
st
 

April 2017. 

HMAC Annual membership fees comprise both the HMAC Sub and 

MFNZ fee combined together as one payment. 

HMAC committee and Treasurer have reviewed our finances and believe 

we must pass on the MFNZ $5 increase, however we do not see the need 

to increase the HMAC Sub component by any additional amount. 

Therefore the Committee are presenting a remit to increase Senior and 

Family memberships by $5 in line with MFNZ increase. Junior and 

associate membership will not change. 

 

Timing of the AGM: 

The committee have recently been made aware from MFNZ that annual 

fees must be paid to MFNZ by 1
st
 April 2017. This can be evidenced by 

the expiry date printed on your MFNZ membership Card.  After that date 
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your membership is deemed to have lapsed and you are considered an 

un-financial member of MFNZ until your fees have been paid up in full. 

Therefore you will not be able to make a claim against the MFNZ 

insurance policy. For insurance policy reasons, if you have not paid your 

subs by 1
st
 April 2017, you will not be able to fly at HMAC or any other 

MFNZ affiliated club after that date until you become financial again. 

 

As the HMAC financial year ends on the 31
st
 of December, going 

forward we believe setting our future AGM’s for the second Wednesday 

in February to be the best time practical to meet our obligations. In the 

future this will provide approximately six weeks within which to have 

set and collected outstanding fee’s before the deadline of 31
st
 March.  

 

Note, committee are proposing the fees be set at a special general 

meeting as a “one off event”  in order to give sufficient notice and lead 

in to this significant change in financial practice and AGM timing going 

forward into the coming years. Following years would expect to see the 

fees set at an AGM in Feb and to be paid up by the 1
st
 April. 

 

If you have any concerns prior to the December Special General Meeting, 

please contact a committee member. 

 

 Ag Day at 

HMAC 

Warbirds over 

Waharoa 
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Coming  Events 

Nov 5th Tauranga Open Free Flight @ Puketaha 
 
Nov 6th   Cambridge MAC Aero Tow & Vintage 
 
Nov 9th   HMAC Club Night: Theme is “Painting” 
 
Nov 11-13th Glider Aerotow event @ Galatea airfield 
 
Nov 12th          Precision Pattern aerobatics Comp @ JR Airsail 

 

Nov 13th  Highbrook RC Scale Flyin, Highbrook Model Air Park, 
Auckland 

Nov 11-13th IMAC Scale Aerobatics @ Galatea airfield 
 
Nov 20th HMAC  Float Plane Day.@  Lake D, 9am start 
 
Nov 27th Pylon racing series@ Clausens Farm 
 
Dec 4th CMAC Xmas  BBQ invition to HMAC members 
 191 Maungakawa Road 
 

Dec 11th HMAC Xmas BBQ & Funfly 9am Sart 
 
Dec14th HMAC Xmas Club night meeting  
 
Dec 18th RC Pylon Racing series XMAS BBQ @ JR Airfield 
 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2015 
Dec Bulletin – 28 Nov 
Feb Bulletin – 28 Jan    

          For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
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