May

2018

Flight Lines

Upgrading from a limited 6-channel radio to a more versatile 8-channel
radio with computer functionality on a budget doesn't mean you have to
settle for less than the best. The Spektrum DX8e gives you the
unbeatable response of DSMX technology, the simplicity of Spektrum
AirWare firmware as well as many other features you won't find on
other "budget" radios.
Cover Page: Flying is a truly exhausting business. No, really it is!
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Presidents Report
Grant
Daylight savings gone, Easters gone,
Anzac weekends gone...so now what?? I
guess we just keep on flying and building,
that's what!! I haven’t been in the
workshop very much in the last month and
now it seems to be getting colder out there
which makes that idea much less appealing. None the less, I have a fair
bit of maintenance to catch up with and a couple of projects on the go, so
I guess I will just have to bite the bullet and crank up the heater a whole
lot. Over Easter weekend I ventured south to the Warbirds over Wanaka
Airshow which turned out to be better than I expected, so I was very
happy about that. I also thoroughly enjoyed my extra time in the South
Island which was nicely capped off with a flight in a float plane at Te
Anau, best described as awesome, definitely put that on your to do list.
April’s themed Club Flying day was a touch and go event run by myself
and the committee. The aim was to touch down accurately just over the
line within a set distance which got increasingly closer together after
each round of flights. Three attempts were allowed for every flight and
more than a handful reminded me of going Spear Fishing!!! I must say I
was very impressed by the overall level of skill demonstrated though,
which resulted in the event taking much longer than I had expected.
None the less, a great mornings entertainment was had by all and a big
thanks to Colleen for sorting out the BBQ cooking for me. (Gordon has
written a litany of lies about the event elsewhere in the bulletin so I
won’t say any more.)
This month’s club flying event will be our first float plane day for 2018.
We will be flying up in Huntly at Lake Puketirini for this event, that‘s if
the weather gods play the game. We try to have enough of these events
each year so that it's worth owning a float plane, but not too many events,
as you would never be able to get them dried out in time for the next
meeting otherwise...(well that's what some would say anyway...ah
Gordon!!!). As usual the gate will be opened from 9am and please be
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mindful of public around the lake when flying and endeavour not to fly
over the public reserve area’s if practical.
April’s club night titled “Bring your favourite Tool” turned out to be
very interesting and as a result had good feedback from the membership.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the evening, especially those
that brought along big and bulky equipment like Ben with his 3D plastic
Printer and Dennis with his wife’s old sewing machine converted to a
Scroll Saw. It certainly brought out some new ideas and room for
innovation and experimenting, as modelers will inevitably do!
Mays Club night is titled “Bring along your Oldest Model Aircraft”.
This is another evening where we would like club members to
participate in the nights activity. We’d like you to bring along either
your first model if you still have bits of it, or the oldest aircraft still in
your workshop/hangar. It doesn’t matter if it’s in bits or in tatters and
covered in dust, or even if there’s bits that are long since missing...much
like my very first RC glider now without wings! What does matter is
that we want to hear the stories that go behind these models. We know
everyone has a story to tell of one kind or another and that’s what we
want you to share. As I will be away this month, Gordon will be
running the show, so make sure you show him the same respect.ie give
him heaps.
As always, filling the bulletin with interesting articles is a difficult task
at the best of times. Dave Crook, our new bulletin editor had a really
tough time getting his first bulletin together. Having not done anything
in this line before, this was a real big ask and a real challenge, much less
having to re-learn how to do more than just send an email or browse the
Web. With a little help (or was that big help?) from his wife, between
them they knocked the final copy into shape and on time which was a
fantastic effort. Remember that the more people we have involved in
writing articles, the more likelihood that it will be worth reading! So
when you're in the shed building away over winter, take a camera in
there with you, take a couple of pictures of your latest project and tell us
in a few lines what you've been up too. Likewise, if you've been to an
event, a few lines and a picture are always welcome on the bulletin
editor’s desk.
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Finally some have mentioned the “For Sale” sign on the Reekers farm
gate. We have discussed this with John Reekers and can assure you that
we don’t anticipate having to move off our field anytime soon. There
are a number of factors and issues to be worked through before any sale
might go ahead and John is working hard with our future in mind to
secure our club field if a sale was to happen. So in the meantime, carry
on flying and enjoying our great club site.
Well that’s my lot for this month. Go easy on Gordon at Club night (not)
and I will see you at the Float plane day in Huntly on the 13th.
Fly high, fly low, but don’t try to fly underground!

Club Captains Report
Lyndon

With the weather cooling
down and the days getting
shorter I know we are all
thinking about that next
model to build, ARF or
scratch build?
Well, I am still presently
trying to get though all the
repairs that I still have on
my P51 Mustang so that
needs a lot more time spent
on it.
One of the problems with big models is getting them to the flying site,
so I have been spending time building a trailer to make it easier to get
more toys in there to play with.
It was good to see a good turnout for last month’s fun fly and spot
landing competition, must say that the number of pilots keen to have a
go was very encouraging and the skills have improved since the last time
we ran a "comp" like that.
With the rough weather now here don't stop flying, instead just get your
older models out that may be a little rough around the edges but still fly
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fine so when the summer comes round you will have improved your
skills.
That's all I have this month
Build well fly well.

Two Wings and a P&W Wasp
Bruce Pickering
Lloyd Stearman has been variously called a “remarkable aircraft
designer,” “father of some of the best airplanes that ever flew,” and “an
aviation legend with an intuitive grasp of aerodynamics.” In 1924, at the
age of 25, Stearman designed his first aeroplane, called the New
Swallow, an attractive biplane, which was crowned the nation's bestperforming commercial aircraft when it flew at the National Air Races in
Ohio. His brother Waverly Stearman added further refinements and at a
price of $2,485, Swallow aeroplanes became very popular in the
burgeoning industry of air mail.
In 1926, Stearman moved to California where he formed the Stearman
Aircraft Co. All he ever wanted to do was build and fly aeroplanes, and
while he consistently designed very successful aircraft, in common with
many who are gifted creators, he was not a good businessman and his
company was unable to show a profit. In 1929 he sold the company.
When he resigned the following year he left behind his last biplane
design, the Stearman Model 6 Cloudboy which was subsequently
developed into the primary trainer (PT) 17 that we are familiar with
today. Stearman Aircraft became a subsidiary of Boeing in 1934 and
they went on to build over 10,000 PT17’s, until the end of production in
1945.
Here is a quote from one commentator about those early days:
“In Wichita, in the early '30s, aviation was still a fairly new word. The
odour that wafted around the edges of town wasn't kerosene—it was
butyrate and banana oil. The airplanes then were as simple as the rural
setting that spawned them...Because airplanes demanded nothing more
than some tubing, a welder and a vague design, experimenting was easy...
It wasn't at all unusual to build only a few examples of a model, then
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turn around and start on an entirely new design. This was the technical
environment that gave birth to the Stearman airplanes.”
After World War II, thousands of surplus aircraft were bought by
civilian owners and they became popular in USA as crop dusters and
sports planes, with the simple name Stearman. Its rugged construction,
with heavy duty main gear and large tail wheel, made it ideal for a
variety of uses. Some operators chose to cowl the big radial engine that
was originally exposed. A popular modification was to fit a larger P&W
Wasp Junior engine and constant speed propeller, to increase maximum
takeoff weight and climb performance. The engine is started by inserting
a crank handle just behind the engine and cranking an inertial fly wheel.
When up to speed it is engaged by pulling a handle in the front cockpit.
Some years ago I acquired from Brad an old (c1970’s-80’s) Sterling
kitset of a 1/6 scale Stearman. Sterling’s design philosophy seemed to be
‘weight equals strength;’ it was an amazingly complicated and heavy
construction. However it flew well for its short life. Unfortunately, on its
second flight, fairly low in a turn, radio contact was lost and it entered
the dreaded ‘death dive.’ The result was only the second time I have ever
taken the bits home and thrown them straight into the bin—it was
absolutely and totally destroyed. So much for the design philosophy!

Pre Start
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I knew however, that I had to have another one, so I scaled the drawings
up by 10% and built the one I have now, which turned out at least 10%
lighter than the first.
It is made in the traditional built-up style, covered in silk from a sari I
bought in India—a very cheap way of obtaining 4 metres of genuine
silk—I should have bought more! I painted it with acrylic house paint in
the same colours as the first one, black and white diagonal stripes. I got
this scheme from a photo of a full sized one; unfortunately I lost the
photo and endless searching on the internet has failed find it. It took
some time to do but I like it, despite some comments about the effect the
opposing stripes on the wings have on the eyes of the unwary!
The Stearman has become one of my favourite models, rugged, easy to
fly and responsive, it’s just the way a biplane should be. With a Turnigy
TR-32 engine it has just the right amount of power. Recently I fitted a
smoker so now I can see where I have been and what I have been doing.
The only negative comment I can make is about the takeoff roll; it’s
difficult to keep heading straight during the early part of the run. I
believe some of that is caused by the large fuselage that probably tends
to make the rudder ineffective at slow speeds, as well as the main wheels
being well forward of the wing, especially with the tail down. Then as
speed increases, it suddenly comes to life and tends to ‘snatch,’ resulting
in a rather erratic course—well, that’s my excuse. It’s especially
apparent in crosswinds, but someone suggested keeping the wind on the
right when taking off crosswind, which effectively gives inbuilt right
rudder; this is very helpful. I didn’t feel so bad after watching on
YouTube some of the ground loops that pilots of full sized ones can
perform. But all that aside, I really like this aeroplane—everybody
should have one!
Addendum. Since writing this article, a day’s flying with my son Jason
finally revealed the cause of erratic takeoffs. First, I changed the
propeller to one of lower pitch, to reduce the amount of spiral prop wash
over the rudder. And I chopped about a third off the top of the
windshields—we figured they were causing a ‘blanketing’ of air over the
rudder. Now it performs much better.
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In flight

April’s Club Event
Gordon

The April cub event was set down to be a spot landing contest with a
BBQ lunch. Some good numbers of members turned up throughout the
morning so it was time to get into it. The official CD was Grant who got
things underway mid-morning. No hurry to get underway he says.....they
are all pretty useless at landing, I will have them all eliminated in no
time, I will easily clean up this contest, then we will have the BBQ about
12 o’clock! Job Done...
Well, things did not quite go to our intrepid leaders plan!
Fourteen contestants had a go and despite making the task progressively
harder and harder all were not eliminated in the first couple of rounds.
Some very “interesting” landing techniques were used involving a lot of
down elevator! As the landing area got shorter and shorter the numbers
got fewer and fewer, then low and behold, the favourite (AKA Grant)
was eliminated! He blamed flying a borrowed plane but I think the
pressure got to him and he choked! Finally it was down to two pilots.
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Laurie Chrystal, who was a very late entry but stepped up to the plate
with three successful attempts out of four on the shortest landing area.
Gordon Meads also got three out of four at the end so it was decided as
the BBQ was getting cold (and we were getting very hungry!) not to
have a fly off and call it first equal.
The BBQ was much appreciated by all present as a conclusion to a fun
morning of flying. Unfortunately the weather decided to pack up early
afternoon so any further flying was abandoned for the day.
A big thank you to all who helped with the BBQ and running of the
contest.

Touch and Go guys
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CLUB NIGHT – MAY 9th
THEME:
BRING ALONG YOUR OLDEST MODEL AIRCRAFT
Please bring along the oldest model aircraft you can find from your shed,
garage, workshop or now buried in the garden for club night and give us
a quick word about it. We know it has a story to tell, but we’d like to
hear it from you.

Look what happens when we turn our backs for just a moment !

Mating Dance of the Fun Fly
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A tick on the Bucket List
By Grant
Heading to Wanaka for the warbirds air show is an expensive business,
so why not make the most of my time in the South Island and spend a
little more money I thought! I've always wanted to fly in a float plane
ever since my very first flights with a float plane model off Lake Kainui
many years ago. My trip to the South Island provided the ideal
opportunity to catch up with and fly with Ivan Krippner from Lake Te
Anau and do just that!
Ivan is a former HMAC club member from many years ago and now
owns two flying businesses in the Southland area, but more over
operates tourist Sea Plane flight operations off Lake Te Anau. I’ve
remained in touch with Ivan regularly, so when I told him I was coming
down, there was no question as to whether we would take a flight in the
seaplane with him or not.
Sightseeing flights to the Milford and Doubtful sounds are Ivans bread
and butter trips, but he soon realised pretty quickly that's not what I
wanted to do. I told Ivan all I really wanted to do was “take off and
land”, “take off and land”, “take off and land”.....and he just laughed.
So when we got down to Te Anau the weather wasn't really that
favourable for flying off the lake for the first couple of days.
Fortunately however, early one morning we had a break in the conditions
and so we went for it. Taking off from the lake edge in front of the Te
Anau Town centre sets the scene as we flew out over the hidden lakes on
the opposite side of lake Te Anau and then on south to Lake Manapouri,
a couple of minutes away. It was then that we started fulfilling my
bucket wish list with at least six landings that I can remember, including
one up the Waiau River leading out of Lake Manapouri. Ivan provided a
tourist commentary even though we were just having fun and that made
the whole experience that much more valued. I have to say, this was the
best days full size flying I have had in a long time and the smooth waters
made for picture perfect landings every time...mind you the pilot was
pretty damned good too I must say.
So to finish off, if you are ever in Te Anau, then take a stroll along the
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waterfront to “ Wings and Water”s office, pop in and tell them Grant
sent you and then go for a scenic ride or just hire the plane like we did
and do what you want...you won’t regret it.

Grant having fun in Te Anau……..

……..while some of us have to work - Ed 
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Message from the Treasurer.
Alan Rowson
Thanks to all members who have now paid their 2018/2019 subs.
67 members have paid up which is well down on last year when we had
a membership of 81.
5 members advised they were not rejoining but we have added 6 new
members this year.
10 members have not yet paid this year's subs so this will be their last
Flightlines magazine.
An attachment will be inserted in the magazine to inform those club
members.
As I will be away for 6 weeks from 20th May to the 2nd July I would
appreciate those club members who want to renew their membership to
have the funds banked by the 16th May.
The club's account no is 03 0314 0215645-00 please ensure you put your
name on the deposit.
Enjoy your flying and be safe

Alan hoping someone knows what they’re doing
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Knocked the tree over, now how do I explain this to the Reeker’s!

Erl Kean’s Aces E-Stick… mine fly’s best says Erl !
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Now something from the “you don’t see this
every day” file…..
We've all heard of messenger
pigeons, but these falcons on a
commercial plane took it to the
next level. A Saudi Prince
travelling from the United Arab
Emirates got passports for his
falcons which allows the falcons
to travel between certain Middle
Eastern countries. Qatar Airways
and Etihad Airways both allow
falcons on board. This Saudi
brought a whopping 80.
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For Sale:
I’m having a clean out and some of my gear requires a new home.
Modelling bits and pieces including Motors, Books etc.
All offers considered
Contact Jack Godfrey, Home: 07-854-4081

Parting Shot:
A well-known DLG pilot from the Hawkes Bay puts his $1500 carbon
fibre model into the power wires.
Most impressive.... both for the bang, explosion and resulting (carbon)
feather duster……(Love your Work Joe Wurts )
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Coming Events 2018
May 2018










IMAC Scale Aerobatics Competition - Galatea
May 4, 2018 - May 6, 2018 @ Galatea Airfield, Galatea (Rotorua District)
Airsail Model Aviation Club Open Day: May 5, 11.30am. Fun Radian and
Pylon events @ JR Airsail, Native Road, Pukekawa
HMAC Club Night Meeting . Bring your Oldest Model Aircraft
May 9, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A Maeroa
Road (behind the tennis pavilion)
HMAC Float Plane Day @ Huntly (Event confirmed)
May 13, 2018 9:30 am - @ Lake Puketirini (Weavers) Reserve, Rotowaro Road,
Huntly
Glider AeroTow event - Hawkes Bay
May 18, 2018 - May 20, 2018 @ 719 Aorangi Road, Southern Hawkes Bay
Vintage (RC) Contest & Rally
May 19, 2018 - May 20, 2018 @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa
Cambridge Soaring Series: ALES and Bungee/Winch Competitions, with Sport
Flying
May 26, 2018 10:00 am - @ Cambridge MAC, 191 Maungakawa Road (Opposite
letter box 188)
RC Pylon Racing Series - End of Season BBQ (Pukekawa)
May 27, 2018 9:00 am - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa

June 2018





Northern Area Free Flight Trials: June 2, 8.00am (wind date June 3) @ Proctor
Road, Waikato. Contact David Ackery – david.ackery@xtra.co.nz
HMAC Club Night Meeting
June 13, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A Maeroa
Road (behind the tennis pavilion)
Tauranga MAC world famous Model Auction
June 17, 2018 8:30 am - @ Classic Flyers Museum, Jean Batten Drive, Mt.
Maunganui
HMAC Club Day
June 24, 2018 9:30 am - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road Hamilton

Flight Lines Deadlines 2018
June Bulletin –1 June 2018

For further up to date event info please visit:
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Official newsletter of the
Hamilton Model Aero Club Inc.
P.O. Box 1333, Hamilton
Website: www.hamiltonmac.org.nz
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