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HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 
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PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay 027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads 021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson 07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson 021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN      Chris Tynan 022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. Andrew Ferry andrewjamez@yahoo.co.nz 
  
                                                                                            
COMMITTEE: 
 
James Danby 021-0444783                                       
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459 
Andrew Ferry 022-6177080  
 
                                                     
WEB SITE Mikey Wilson mikeywilson@gmail.com 
CATERER James Danby   
 
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 11th May 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 

THEME:   Piloting the real Boeing 777 with John Dawkins 
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Presidents Report 
Daylight savings gone, Easters gone, 
Anzac weekends gone...so now what??  
I guess we just keep on flying and 
building, that's what!! My last month has 
been busy with events and painting 
preparation that has kept me well and 
truly occupied. I attended the Warbirds 
over Awatoto event over ANZAC 
weekend and that was a lot of fun too. 
The Cambridge Glider and Vintage rally 
and R/C Pylon events were both cancelled that weekend due to 
weather, so I guess we were lucky in the Hawks Bay where it was 
much better from all accounts.  There's still plenty more coming 
up too, so keep your eyes on the clubs web calendar.  
Last month's bulletin was a bit of a bumper issue in terms of 
content and one likely not to be repeated again in a hurry. But 
remember that the more people we have involved in writing it, the 
more likelihood that it will be worth reading! So when you're in the 
shed building away over winter, take a camera in with you, take a 
couple of pictures of your latest project and tell us in a few lines 
what you've been up too. Likewise, if you've been to an event, a 
few lines and a picture are always welcome on the bulletin editor’s 
desk. 
Our April club flying day was a biplane flyin which turned out to be 
very well supported on our part. I arrived a bit late as I was busy 
working away on my Yaks paint job, but I turned up just in time for 
the group photo. There were at least 14 bi-plane aircraft on the 
ground and at least a couple more in the cars, so a really good 
effort guys. Brad even borrowed a trailer to bring his big Pitts 
special out to the field all assembled in one piece. I bet that was a 
sight for anyone driving behind him!! 
This month’s club flying event is another float plane day. This time 
we will be up in Huntly at Lake Puketirini. We try to have enough 
of these events each year so that it's worth owning a float plane, 
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but not too many events, as you would never be able to get them 
dried out in time for the next meeting otherwise...(well that's what 
some would say anyway!!!). As usual the gate will be opened from 
9am and please be mindful of public around the lake when flying. 
Last month’s club night saw Graeme Bradley demonstrate 
covering parts of a model with Sig Koverall. It was surprising how 
fast Brad got this stuff on and how easy he made it look...maybe it 
is easy!!! Anyway, thanks Brad for passing on some of the secrets 
that make for a successful covering job and also for sending us 
home with a smile on our faces from all the fumes!  I must admit 
that even though Brad was rushing to get the demonstration done 
in time, it was still a very respectable job and I will certainly use 
Koverall if I have a suitable project in the future. 
For Mays club night, we have our own club member John 
Dawkins talking about flying for AirNZ in the Boeing 777 long hall 
jet. John has recently converted onto the Boeing 777 and he will 
talk about his experiences in the AirNZ simulator learning the 
peculiarities of the aircraft and then actually moving into active 
flight duty flying unsuspecting passengers all over the world.  
This will be a very interesting talk and a good chance for you to 
ask any questions you have about commercial flying in and out of 
NZ. 
Thanks to the guy's that turned up to support the Cambridge 
model club at the Waipa Fly High kite day in Cambridge, the 
CMAC club really appreciated your support.  We had a great 
afternoon of flying lightweight aircraft and the public seemed to 
enjoy what we were doing. The Rotorcross guys who were also 
flying on the same field worked in well together and we all got a 
lot of air time. Unfortunately for the kite day folk there wasn't much 
wind, but that worked in our favor with a good crowd checking out 
our flying instead.  Nice work guys  
A further reminder that subs are due and if you get yours paid up 
before the end of May you will go in the draw to have your HMAC 
sub refunded. About half the membership has rejoined so far, so 
come on guys, make Alan's work a bit easier by getting them paid 
up on time. 
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A note about the Waikato R/C Pylon Champs, these were 
scheduled for April, but due to the poor weather have now been 
postponed. This competition will now be run on the 29th May at 
Paul Clausens farm. Any helpers on the day would be appreciated. 
If you are at all interested in larger models, this coming weekend 
(7-8th May) is the MANZ large model meeting at Waharoa Airfield. 
Take a trip across and check out some of these big birds for 
yourself. It's always worth the trip across. 
Also this coming week sees the World Control line Champs being 
held in Perth Australia. We have a large contingent from Hamilton 
MAC going, so we wish them all the very best and look forward to 
hopefully seeing them get a turn on the podium or achieving 
personal bests. Good luck guys. 
Some advanced  notice, we will be holding an indoor Meeting at 
the Dey Street Tennis stadium. The 17th of June is the confirmed 
date so mark your calendars as we need a good turnout of pilots 
to make these events viable to run. 
Well, that's my lot yet again, the month has whizzed by, as will the 
next one no doubt too. As always, remember safe flying is no 
accident and in light of a Drone Flier going to court this month for 
flying in the wrong place at the wrong time, please act and fly 
responsibly. 
  
Cheers, Grant. 

Chris Tynans new BAE Hawk 
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Captains Report 
 
Hi All, Plenty of events have been happening since the last 
bulletin but as you will no doubt read elsewhere in the bulletin 
others have attended these also so I don’t think you need to hear 
another version of the same event from me, which then gives me 
the problem of what to write about! 
 
While in Napier for the Warbirds over Awatoto event we had the 
pleasure of calling in on John Clarke and his model building 
workshop where he is in the process of scratch building a DC3 
which will be powered by two 35DLE RA engines. So far he has 
the centre section of the wing with engine pods and very scale 
Robart under carriage assembly mounted. This should be an 
awesome model and we will be eager to see it in the air. 
 
Like most men and their sheds there was plenty for wandering 
eyes to look at, the tools he uses in crafting these masterpieces, 
the models he has built adorning the walls (and tucked away) and 
the kits to be built, many obviously for other people too.  
Now this little visit reminded me of something we used to do many 
years ago when I was in a Hot Rod club, once or twice a year we 
used to have a “shed raid” where we all as a club went to each 
other’s “shed” to see what projects they were undertaking or how 
they were getting on with that long term rebuild. It was a good way 
of seeing firsthand how someone else deals with problems, often 
giving your ideas for your own. It also resulted in some shelved 
projects and parts changing hands and it was all under a very 
social atmosphere with plenty of banter and a BBQ at the lucky 
(or was that unlucky) members shed we visited last. It was not 
compulsory to be visited or even attend but they were very well 
supported because it was interesting and a lot of fun. Not sure if 
club members would be interested in this concept but if so I for 
one would have to give my shed a dam good cleanout or be very 
embarrassed by the mess its in! 
 



 8 

Ok don’t forget coming up - Model Fly NZ Large model rally at 
Matamata, Float plane day at Huntly and Vintage comp at 
Pukekawa and not to forget the Waikato champs Pylon event at 
Clausens farm, so plenty of opportunities for a flight or two.  
For more details on these events please check our web site.  
Remember - fly low, but be safe. 
 

Chris T. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 9 

Warbirds Over Awatoto 
 
On the Thursday 21st April I travelled down to Napier to attend 
the Warbirds over Awatoto Anzac Weekend. Grant, Gordon Chris 
and Colleen and Frazer and Jarrod arrived on Friday night. I 
stayed with Mike Harris and on Friday morning we took all our 
models out to the field to assemble them and have a fly. It was a 
beautiful sunny day with no wind. The Napier field was pristine 
with very short grass just what you see on a bowling green. The 
whole 10 acres  field was like that. Model Flying Hawkes Bay club 
members were setting up the field for the weekend. Members 
from out of town were turning up and camping out there overnight. 

Saturday morning arrived nice and sunny so we got out to the 
field at 7.45am. All our models were left out at the field overnight 
under cover so it did not take long to get them out and go flying 
while the good conditions with no wind remained. Gordon, Chris 
and Colleen turned up, they assembled their aircraft and Gordon 
flew his Sopwith Pup. Throughout the morning more and more 
flyers turned up and there would have been over 200 yards  of 
flight line of models. I would say over 150 models. 
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The show got under way with a large crowd of public turning up 
the whole day. First off to fly was WW1 and 5 aircraft at a time 
were flying, then WW2 and so on… Frazer put on a great display 
as usual during the day and another display by Frazer and Jarrod 
flying in formation with their aerobatic aircraft. 
 
During mid-morning the wind came over the stop bank but this did 
not put a stop to flying. One major crash early on Saturday was 
Tony Withy’s turbine Enforcer having a very hard landing that put 
him out for the weekend. Flying came to a halt around 4.30 and all 
aircraft were put away under cover for the night. Sunday the 
weather was overcast and around about 8.30am there was a light 
sprinkling of rain but nothing to worry about as it all cleared up by 
9.30am and flying commenced. 
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WW1 was up first Gordon had a problem with the rubber on his 
wheels which came of the rims when landing. This was fixed up 
with some glue. Frazer also had a landing mishap with his new 
Lavochkin  and he ripped out one undercarriage leg. He also had 
a mishap with his small turbine jet. After a few fast passes while 
flying with Andrew Stiver his canopy flew off and this 
disconnected his aileron leads. Frazer shut down the turbine and 
tried to bring the jet in. It flipped over on to its back approx 3ft off 
the ground and went in over the fence. The only damage was in 
the wing which will be easily fixed. The day finished around 3pm 
with prize giving. 
 
I would like to thank Grant Gordon and Chris for helping me pack 
up my models into the trailer and the back of my car before they 
left to return to Hamilton. I travelled back to Hamilton on the 
Monday. 
 
Alan Rowson. 
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From The Treasurer 
 

I would like to thank all those members who have already paid 
their subs. So far as at 27th April i have received 43 which is 
great. Only 45 to go… 
Remember if your subs are paid in BEFORE 31st  MAY you will go 
in the draw to have your Hamilton MAC fees portion of your subs 
refunded. ( not the MFNZ Subs ) 
Please note the 40 subs that I have already sent to MFNZ could 
be delayed as the secretary has had a bereavement in his family 
so please be patient. Subs can be direct credited to account 
03-0314-0215645-000 Please make sure your name is in the 
deposit details. 
 
I would like to welcome the following new members to the club: 
 
Family members: 
 
COLLEEN TYNAN 
MITCHELL FOOTE 
 
Previous members rejoined: 
 
J L MADLEY 
J PREOU 
S J WHAREPAPA 
 
Transferred from Tuakau club: 
 
IAN SWEENEY 
 
Thanks 
Alan Rowson 
Treasurer. 
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HMAC Biplane Day 

On Sunday 17th April the Hamilton had a Bi Plane day. 14 Bi-

Planes ranging from 1/3 scale down to very small aircraft came out to 

fly. The clubs new patron Graeme Bradley (Brad) had his 1/3 scale Pitts. 

This is a fairly large aircraft  and would not fit into his van, so he 

borrowed a motorcycle trailer off Lyndon Perry to cart it out to the field. 
This plane is quite heavy but it fly's very well under Brad’s control. 

Gordon flew his trusty old pinky and had plenty of touch and go’s. This 

plane fly's remarkably well. I flew my Swedish air force colours  Tiger 

moth which can fly at a scale speed in any wind conditions. 
As you can see In one of the attached photos our great leader Grant 

decided to take a photo of the Bi Plane line up and stand on a flimsy 

table. Being aware of OSH rules he rushed away to put on his Hi -glow 

vest plus a little something for his head in case he fell.!!! 

 

Alan.   
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Coming Events 
 
 
 
May7-8th MANZ Rally & AGM @ Jaggers Rd, Waharoa 
  
 
May11th HMAC club night hosts a talk by John Dawkins piloting 

the Boeing 777 
 
May 15th HMAC Float Plane day @ Huntly (Lake Puketirini) 
 
May 21-22nd    Vintage RC contest and rally @ JR Airsail Field 
  299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 

 

May 29th  RC Pylon Racing Series – Waikato Champs @ Clausens 
farm. 244 Telephone Rd, Puketaha 

 

June 17th    Indoor Flying Meet. Non members welcome. $10 Pilot 
fee. 8pm - Dey St Indoor Tennis Stadium 

 
June 12th Tauranga Model Auction - Classic Flyers Museum, 

Tauranga Airport 
 
July 17th HMAC Float Plane Day 9:00 am - @ Lake Kainui (D), 

Lake Road, Horsham Downs 
 
. 

 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2015 
June Bulletin – 28 May 
July Bulletin – 02 July 

    

          For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
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