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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

March 2018 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay                  027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads              021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson                07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson                021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN       Chris Tynan                  022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. POSITION AVAILABLE   
(Editorial Email:  send to:  auntygrantie@gmail.com )                                                                                           
 
COMMITTEE: 
 
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459 
Dave Crook 021-1236040  
                                                     
WEB SITE Grant Finlay 
CATERER Collen Tynan   
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 14th Mar 2018 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 
 
Theme: Guest Speaker  - Mike O’Grady 

 
 
CLUB THEMED FLYING DAY: BBQ Sausage Lunch and Fun Fly 
  

 
Bulletin Printing Compliments of Gallagher 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/


 4 

Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

Here we are at the end of summer, rolling 

into autumn and the days are definitely 

getting shorter. With less than a month left 

of daylight savings, I’m left wondering 

whatever happened to my plans of flying 

late into the summer evenings after work!  

Ah well, there were a few nice days flying and some good weekends 

amongst the less desirable ones. On the plus side, the rains have kept the 

field green and the grass growing, which no doubt has many people in 

the farming community very happy. 

 

Being an aviation nut, as we roll into the cooler mornings, I am looking 

forward to spying Hot Air Balloons floating across Hamilton’s early 

morning misty skies from here at home, at least that’s one benefit of 

living on a hill with a view. The Waikato Balloon Festival runs from 

21
st
-25

th
 March and with six Special Shape balloons at the event, it 

promises to be a good one if the weather plays the game that is. To make 

sure you don’t miss out on all the action, take a look at 

http://balloonsoverwaikato.co.nz/ 

 

Last months club night was of course, our AGM. There were no real 

surprises for anyone with the club remaining in good health and good 

membership. The new committee was voted in with only a couple of 

minor changes to the lineup. Dave Crook moved onto the committee in 

place of Mikey Wilson and Lyndon Perry was voted in as Club Captain 

to give Chris Tynan a break from the role. We have still to appoint an 

official Editor for the Bulletin (who doesn’t necessarily need to be on 

committee) so in the mean time we are just making do!  If you would 

like to give it a go, then please give me a call. The AGM was followed 

up with our usual club meeting roundup of events, models and mutli 

media. 

 

 

http://balloonsoverwaikato.co.nz/
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This month's Club night sees a special return guest appearance by Mike 

O’Grady. Mike will be giving us a rundown on one of his model builds 

that has taken many years in construction hours towards final completion. 

Along with Graeme Bradley adding the final touch’s to the model, I’m 

sure Mike will have plenty to tell us about the fulsize aircraft he has 

modeled along with  detail about the design and construction…what is it, 

come along to the meeting to find out! 

  

Our Feb club fun fly day was a pretty quiet affair I’m told. I was off 

flying Pylon and trying to go fast as I could with my Quikee 500 sports 

model instead, so I don’t have any first hand information other than what 

I’ve been told, which wasn’t a lot!. Hopefully those that flew had a good 

day! 

 

This month’s club event is going to be a lunch time Sausage Sizzle BBQ 

& bread, nothing fancy, just another opportunity to use our fine looking 

BBQ recently donated by Alan & Linda Rowson.  We will also have the 

Radar Gun there and hence there will be some activities built around that 

during the day as well. So make sure you mark your calendar and come 

on out for some low key entertainment, flying and food! 

 

You may have noticed the drain behind the pits and the edges of the 

driveway have been mowed and tidied up if you’ve been to the field in 

the last week or so. I’d like to pass on our thanks to Steven Wharepapa 

for doing a fantastic job with his oversized lawn mower and angry weed 

eater, knocking the place into shape. I was there at the time and boy, 

those machines are ‘Mean” and they mean business! Thanks Steven. 

 

Also a quick thanks to Bruce Pickering for providing yet another great 

article for this month’s magazine. Please take a look at it and see if you 

can’t do something similar yourself, or even anything based around our 

hobby like last month’s contribution from Dennis Raynel. It’s these sorts 

of things that make our bulletin interesting and not just blank paper! 

 

We also had a minor break in by cows onto the field this week. 

Fortunately the damage was only minor and the runway just needed de-

cow patting. Thanks to Sel Melville for helping me remove the 
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offending matter and tidying up. Please be careful putting up the fence 

wires & standards, report any damage to committee asap and ensure the 

fence is running properly if you’re last to leave.  

 

Well that’s my lot for the month, hopefully we will get some more fine 

weather and we catch up at the field. Til then play safe, fly safe, be safe. 

Grant. 

 

 

Captains Report 
Lyndon 

 

Hi Everyone. I'm Lyndon Perry and I was 

lucky enough to pick up the role of club 

captain at the AGM from Chris 

Tynan…..and I'm still waiting for the job 

description. Thanks Chris for filling this role 

for the last couple of years, I will try to keep 

up the good work you’ve done. 

 

So what’s my background, well I'm a 52 year young motorcycle 

technician working here in Hamilton with a lovely wife and one son 

(who’s best described as a fringe modeler – ie tried it but found 

computer games more to his liking!). I have been modeling for most of 

my life, from chuck gliders through to control line and eventually on to 

radio control.  I have been a member of the Hamilton Model Aero Club 

for over 7 years now and I fly most things. I’ve had a go with gliders like 

the Radian and Discuss launch, I regularly fly my 50cc IMAC Thunder 

Tiger Yak aircraft, I have a Pattern & sports Aerobatics model, I’ve tried 

going fast & quick around the pylon flags, I’ve avoided sinking mine 

and Aunties float planes and I’m even lucky enough on occasions to fly 

“opp” which is short for “ other people's planes” (Sel Melville came up 

with that term, thanks Sel!). 

 

I enjoy building & assembling models, I don’t go so much on repairing 

them however, but that’s all part of the hobby of course. Currently I’m in 
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the middle of a huge project, trying my hand at building a very large “all 

composite” P51D Reno Racing Mustang. I’ve been on this project for a 

little  long while now, but thankfully most of the dusty work is complete! 

 

So for club business, well I haven’t done much flying this last month, so 

I’m afraid I don’t have much to say from the HMAC end of things. I 

would like to remind you that it is now the beginning of the club 

financial year, so your subs are due now! It would also be a good time 

check and update your wings badge and make sure you have the right 

qualifications applicable to the aircraft you regularly fly. As planes are 

tending to get much bigger these days it’s important you have the right 

Wings badge for the job. Even if you just fly other peoples models in 

different categories from time to time,  it’s important to have the correct 

rating. Check out the Model Flying Website for detailed information. 

http://www.modelflyingnz.org/wingsscheme/home.html 

 

And finally, a thought for the month from the world of full size 

aviation, ….a wise man once said, “there is nothing more useless than 

fuel on the ground when you’re at 1000 feet and looking at a stopped 

propeller”! 

 

Build well, fly well. 

Your new Club Captain,  Lyndon P. 

(PS, Aunty gave me a hand with this “first” report….said I needed a 

little coaching….fussy bugger :-) 

 

 

RC Pylon Report, Puketaha Feb 18th. 
 John Danks 
 

With Cyclone Gita slowing down and not expected to get here before 

Tuesday we ended up with perfect weather, the calm before the storm, 

for our Pylon event at Paul Clausen’s. It was obvious to me when I 

arrived that everyone was keen to get going, most of the pilots and 

callers were there getting in some much needed test flights. For those 

who didn’t attend the Nationals this was a necessary option. There were 
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good entries in F3R and F3T considering both Ross Craighead and John 

Knox were absent. 

  

We got racing underway with Q500 Sport up first, four entries meant we 

had two up races, Ron Stone showed everyone how it’s done with a 

good clean win and good speed, followed by Grant Finlay and Len 

Krook. Another usual top place getter, host Paul Clausen suffered 

elevator failure which ruined his day. Fortunately the model he flies is a 

V tail which meant he still had half of it working and landed without 

incident. 

  

F3R was up next with some good close racing, the only incident was 

Len’s model suffering a wing failure while rounding P1, the sound it 

made while self destructing was amazing, I was flying in the same race 

and it certainly got my attention. Les King travelled down from the Far 

North and had his DKT powered V Gun going well, unfortunately for 

him he had a DNF included in his score which put him down the order. 

Frazer and I battled it out for top honors with less than 3 seconds 

separation at the end, followed by Stephen Collins. 

  

F3T had most of us struggling with setup in the hot humid conditions, 

Frazer emptied my stocks of glow plugs, Stephen and Len spent the 

whole meeting chasing fuel system issues and Ron had a bad landing 

resulting in some landing gear issues, ending his day early. Neil and I 
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sorted our setup early and it was really cranking for the rest of the 

meeting, our only issue was me cutting P1 costing me over 20 seconds 

by the end of the day. Stephen Collins came home second followed by 

Len Krook. Reliability was the word for the day. 

  

All in all a good character building day. It was good to see Len and Les 

traveling some distance to attend and most of the guys staying on to 

attend the AGM afterwards where Les also filled in the temporary 

Secretarial position. Thanks again Les. 

Results  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next meeting will be at the Waikato Champs at the Airsail MAC 

club site on March 18th., the winner of the F3R class at this event will 

receive the Alf Leong Memorial Trophy to look after for the year, this 

trophy goes back a long way with some very prominent names on it so 

have a go at F3R at the Waikato Champs this year. 

Then it’s the big one the following week, the Trans Tasman RC Pylon 

Challenge at the Airsail MAC club site, a full team of Australians will be 

here going head to head with NZ’s team, this event will be flown to the 

FAI, F3R and F3T specification rules and will be open to all to compete 

with the team members for the individual prizes, with the team members 

scores only going towards their Nation’s score. Any helpers would be 

welcomed please. 

  

Until then get in some practice and systems sorted. Remember to check 

your glow plug before the race eh Bogan. 

JD. 

Q500 Sport; 

1st  Ron Stone  399.3 

2nd Grant Finlay 409.6 

3rd Len Krook  467.5  

 

F3R 

1st  John Danks 288.9 

2nd Frazer Briggs 291.1 

3rd Stephen Collins 300.6  

 

F3T 

1st  John Danks 297.12 

2nd Stephen Collins 343.4 

3rd Len Krook  430.2 
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DHC-2 Beaver 

Bruce Pickering 
 

Following the successful launch of the DHC-1 Chipmunk in 1946, 

deHavilland Canada turned their attention to providing a purpose 

designed aeroplane that would suit the needs of bush pilots. To that end 

they sought advice and design input from 80 veteran Canadian bush 

pilots who flew into the remote areas of North America 

 

The basic design had to have excellent STOL performance, be of all-

metal construction, and include as many features as possible that 

operators of bush planes required. This meant lightweight overall design, 

a powerful engine—450hp 9 cylinder radial Pratt & Whitney Wasp 

Junior—and a high-lift wing for maximum agility and performance. The 

large full length wing control surfaces, with ailerons that droop with the 

flaps, ensure take offs and landings in very short distances. Both 

wheeled and float undercarriages were available. Large side doors on 

both sides, besides the pilot’s door were also incorporated. It has a 

wingspan of 14.6 m and is 9.1 m long. On August 16 1947, the maiden 

flight of the DHC-2 Beaver took place. In the following 20 years over 

1600 of these aircraft were built. 

 

Besides remote bush work, the Beaver became successful as a general 

utility aircraft, especially by various air forces. It can carry a crew of two, 

although it can be operated by a single pilot, plus 6 passengers or in 

excess of 700kg of cargo. In 1956 a RNZAF Beaver supported Sir 

Edmund Hillary’s team in the Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic 

Expedition to the South Pole. On the East Coast of NZ the Beaver 

played a major role in aerial topdressing, being operated by Fieldair Ltd.  

As an aside, here is a story from Fieldair history:  

Fieldair's logo is a strangled goose. According to legend, a hungry 

Fieldair pilot flying between airstrips saw a single goose which looked 

like dinner. His somewhat hopeful method was to attempt to manoeuvre 

alongside the bird, side slip into it and grab hold. The first few attempts 

failed and the goose got wise. A dogfight developed, and both fliers lost 

altitude. A hundred feet over a gully the goose broke towards the aircraft, 
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and hit the prop, breaking it. The pilot force-landed, and concocted a 

suitable story of a bird strike, which was sadly undone when the farmer 

requested the company's services, as "You blokes must have the best 

pilots in the country ... one of your blokes chased this goose around my 

farm for about a half an hour. He must have just missed by inches every 

tree on my place. And to top it off this bloke succeeded in killing the 

goose and landed to pick it up".  

 

During the 1970’s Beavers were a common sight in the skies above 

Gisborne where I lived. So, of course, I had to make one. I painted it in 

Feildair’s colours and fitted a hopper, which could carry about ½ kg of 

“fertilizer”. In the interests of the financial furtherance of flying I sold it 

to progress onto other models. 

 

A couple of years ago I decided to build another, larger, one. Having got 

hold of some accurate 3-view drawings I decided on a scale of one fifth 

(2925mm wingspan). It was an easy build, with a tapered box type 

fuselage and constant chord wing (Clark Y 15 profile). I used poplar lite-

ply over a paulownia frame for the fuselage, and the wing is foam 

covered with fibreglass. Tailplane and rudder are balsa over foam. It 

weighs 11.5kg, including a few kilos of lead embedded in the engine 

cowling, giving a wing loading of 40oz/sq ft. I wanted to make the 

undercarriage (what deHavilland called “alighting gear,” in deference to 

dual land/water function) scale, with its rubber block springing system, 

but initial trials indicated the rubber was too soft and the model would 

“duck walk” when taxiing, ending in a ground loop. The next step was to 

insert two springs in each rubber block, but that also was insufficient. 

Finally I inserted a piece of bent 6mm piano wire through the fuselage 

and down each leg, which solved the problem. 

 

I considered painting it Fieldair colours, like my earlier one, but then I 

saw a photo of a very attractive Beaver—ZK-BVR—that had just been 

refurbished in Ardmore. It was subsequently sold to a Canadian operator 

and left NZ.  

 

How does it fly? In a word, beautifully, being vice free and responsive. 

The takeoff roll and lift off are exactly the same as full size; it’s actually 
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quite manoeuvrable in the air and almost lands itself. All it needs is the 

throaty growl of a Pratt & Whitney Wasp...... 
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TREASURERS  MESSAGE 
Alan 
Club/MFNZ subs for 2018-19 are now due. Please do not leave paying 

your subs to the last day of March. I need to get all payments to MFNZ 

from the 1st of April. 

As at the 27th February I have only received 4 subs from existing 

members and 2 from new members. 

Getting subs in early makes my job so much easier as I have 80 odd to 

process. 

Our subs are as follows: 

 

SNR   $165.00 

SNR 70+  $145.00 

FAMILY  $175.00 

JUNIOR  $  55.00 

FREEFLIGHT $105.00 

CONTROL LINE $105.00 

ASSOCIATE  $  75.00 

 

Please pay your subs by direct credit to our account 

03-0314-0215645-00. Please ensure that you put your name on the 

deposit. If you do not have Internet Banking you could bank your cheque 

directly to the above account and ask the teller to add your name on the 

deposit., or if you wish post to me : 

Alan Rowson 

18A Mahoe Street 

MELVILLE 

HAMILTON 3206 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO PAYMENT BY 31 MARCH 2018 YOU 

ARE NOT PERMITTED TO FLY AT ANY MFNZ REGISTERED 

FLYING SITES. 

 

Happy flying for the 2018/2019 season. 

 

ALAN ROWSON - TREASURER 
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Weed Whacker Extraordinaire 
 

This man gets his thrills from making stuff work, thrashing the living 

daylights of rough and over grown vegetation and basically making as 

much Growling, Angry & Loud noise that any mechanical device can 

make. Thanks Steven Wharepapa for helping HMAC grounds to look 

neat and tidy. 

 
 

Guess Who….! 

 Guess Who….! 

Rex Anderson….Oooops! 
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Coming Events 2018 

 

March 2018 

 Brett Cudby Memorial Flyin - New Plymouth MAC 

March 10, 2018 - March 11, 2018 @ New Plymouth Model Aero Club 

 HMAC Club Night Meeting - Mike O'Grady guest speaker 

March 14, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 

Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 RC Pylon Racing Series (Pukekawa) - Waikato Champs 

March 18, 2018 9:00 am - @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, Pukekawa 

 HMAC Club Day - BBQ Sausage Lunch and Fun Fly 

March 18, 2018 9:30 am - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road 

Hamilton 

 RC Pylon Racing - Trans Tasman Comp 

March 23, 2018 9:00 am - March 25, 2018 @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native 

Rd, Pukekawa 

 Vintage RC Contest - Nth Island Championships 

March 24, 2018 - March 26, 2018 @ Tuakau MAC 

Apr 2018 
 Glider AeroTow event - Taupo Model Club 

April 6, 2018 - April 8, 2018 @ Taupo MAC, Centennial Dr Taupo (next to the 

Taupo Motor Sport Park) 

 RC Scale & Sport Scale Competition - (Waharoa) 

April 7, 2018 9:00 am - @ Matamata-Piako MAC, Jaggers Road, Waharoa 

(Matamata) 

 HMAC Club Night Meeting 

April 11, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 

Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 IMAC Scale Aerobatics Competition - Awatoto Field Napier 

April 20, 2018 - April 22, 2018 @ Awatoto, Napier 

 Vintage (RC) Contest & Rally 

April 21, 2018 - April 22, 2018 @ Thames Blackfeet MAC, Ngatea 

 RC Pylon Racing Series (Puketaha - Hamilton) 

April 29, 2018 9:00 am - @ Clausens Farm, 244 Telephone Road, Puketaha 

Hamilton 

 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2018 
March Bulletin –28th Feb 2018 

        For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=286
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=317
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=303
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=329
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=304
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=284
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=313
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=328
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=318
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=294
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=282
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=305
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