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Presidents Report 
With over 100mm in the rain gauge at 
home in the last week or so, I'm pretty 
sure we are now well and truly tracking 
towards winter. Likewise, with the 
temperature dropping in the workshop at 
nights and the seat in front of the 
Computer/TV seemingly more appealing, 
I'm not sure how much modeling is going 
to get achieved this winter!  Mind you, 
that doesn't have to be the case for many 
of you with your nice warm insulated workshops (ah Gordon!). 
Good Insulation is definitely a must in the workshop if you want to 
continue working through winter, so if you haven't thought about it 
before, maybe now is a good time to invest in a few pink bats and 
the like for the shed. (Sadly mines just not that easy!!) 
 
Last month's club night saw our own John Dawkins give us a 
firsthand account of the differences between commercial flying of 
Airbus and Boeing Aircraft, the two main competitors in 
commercial passenger aviation. With his experience flying  both 
the Airbus A320 and more recently the Boeing 777, it was very 
interesting to hear about the different Piloting philosophies 
employed by the companies producing these aircraft types.  In a 
nut shell, essentially one company designs the aircraft to do the 
decision making when the pilot tells the aircraft what he wants to 
happen. Whereas the other company lets the aircraft assist the 
pilot making the decisions by providing lots of physical and visual 
feedback in the cockpit. If this makes no sense, then get john to 
explain it too you next time you see him! Thanks john, it was a 
very interesting insight to commercial flying and the differences 
between Boeing and Airbus. 
 
This month's club night is our annual Quiz night hosted by our 
ever inventive Quiz Master Mikey "I make up the questions, so my 
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answers are the only right ones" Wilson. This promises to be an 
exciting night full of the usual head scratching, calls of cheating, 
copying off the neighboring team and both getting it wrong and of 
course the eventual winners taking all. Make sure you keep the 
night free to come along and join in the festivities for some 
inevitably uncontrolled and amusing fun. 
 
Our May monthly club flying event was our annual trip up to Lake 
Puketirini in Huntly for some float plane flying. This event is 
reported on elsewhere in the bulletin so I won't give too much 
detail here other than to say this location always provides a few 
laughs and the usual bit of drama. Last year saw Jarrod Briggs 
swimming to retrieve his plane after the rescue boat had 
departed. This year Phil Hall donated a second engine to the 
depths of the lake... a moment of silence is required for that one 
Phil! Needless to say, it was a great day and enjoyed by.....well, 
most of us!!! 
 
This month’s Club flying day will be one for the Helicopter boys at 
the HMAC field. Kevin Foote will be leading the days activities and 
keeping order and control over the flying activities. As always, all 
and any model flying is welcomed, just that the theme for the day 
will be focused on Heli flying. Note that this is also the same day 
as the "World Famous Tauranga Model Auction", so it is 
anticipated that many of our usual Sunday morning fliers will be 
headed over to Tauranga for the day instead. 
 
Coming up this month we have our first Indoor Flying event for 
2016. This will be at the usual venue of the Hamilton Indoor 
Tennis Stadium in Dey Street, Hamilton East. As always this 
event is open to non-members, so please make any new comers 
welcome to the event. Costs are $10 for Senior Pilots, $5 for 
Juniors & Gold coin donations for spectators. The doors will be 
open from 8pm through to 10.30pm, so plenty of time to create 
havoc inside and away from the winter weather! 
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The condition of the grass on the field has been a concern to 
many over the last few months, with the surface being a bit rough 
and pitted through the drier weather. The grass is now recovering 
quickly and we have sown some new grass seed to help this 
along. With regular mowing and fertilising we expect some rapid 
improvement in the runway surface. Some members have 
requested we roll the field and this will be considered as an 
option,  but remember that peat soil is always moving, very 
spongy and tends to do what it likes regardless of what we do. We 
will keep you posted. 
 
Well, that's all I have for another month. I do hope you get to 
enjoy the upcoming Queens Birthday long weekend and hopefully 
it will surprise us with three fine flying days. Remember we need 
people to contribute to the club magazine, so get in behind this by 
putting your typing skills to the test and adding a couple of photo's 
in to help. Also keep an eye on the Clubs Web and Facebook 
pages for the latest in club news. 
 
Regards. Grant. 

 
Seeing double..!!!  Bruce Pickering has been on a mission to 
produce two big Fletcher FU-24's, one for himself and one for our 
esteemed leader. Watch this space….!!! 
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Captains Report 
 

Seems like I only just did one of these! Float plane day in Huntly a 
few weeks back had perfect weather in the morning meaning 
plenty of great flying was happening, unfortunately a down pour 
early afternoon put a dampener on things but all in all a really 
good day, a full report of dunking and lost engines should follow 
later in the bulletin. With the weather decidedly cooler than it has 
been and with some wet stuff falling from the sky on and off it has 
put a damper (pun intended) on flying to some extent, but when 
last Sundays weather dawned sunny and calm I quickly threw a 
plane or two in the wagon and headed for the field. I haven’t been 
out for a week or two because of the afore mentioned float plane 
day and that pesky weather, but the field is starting to look really 
good, Gordon’s grass seed and a bit of rain has really made a big 
improvement, but don’t take my word for it, get out every chance 
you get. 
 
Anyway, while there I got in the maiden flight of a new acquisition 
(ESM Corsair), so that's out of the way. It fly’s really well and with 
more zip than I thought it would. The engine has a mid range miss 
that needs to be sorted, but Brad had a little engine trouble too. 
Sorting Brads issue took a little time and the weather (again) 
turned cold and a little windy with rain not far behind (just as they 
predicted), so a second sortie will have to wait. 
 
Good time to get on with those projects you didn’t have time for 
because you were too busy flying and if it’s cold in your shed just 
ask the wife if the kitchen table is available (tell her you just want 
to keep her company). 
 
By the time you get the bulletin you should be swatting up on your 
air trivia with Mikey’s quiz night this Wednesday. Saturday will be 
the Tauranga Auction where you may pick up a bargain (or 
someone else’s problem). The following Friday an Indoor event at 
Dey street tennis court and a Pattern meet at Cambridge club 
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strip that weekend, remember to check our web site for more 
details. 
 
You’re only low….. when the prop is cutting the daisies! 
 

CT . 
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Waikato Pylon Champs  
 29th May 2016 

Report by Bogan 
 

First off, I’m surprised to be even writing this report. The Waikato 
Champs were scheduled for Sunday at Paul Clauson’s farm. But 
on the Saturday prior it was howling with wind, squalls of rain 
coming through, yep my workshop was the cozy place to be. That 
night the weather got even worse, and around midnight I thought 
the roof was going to lift off my house. It was that windy. Still I’d 
put my trusty Quickee Expert model on charge, but there was no 
way we would be flying tomorrow. Nope, it’ll be the AGM and 
done. I’ll be home in time for morning tea with jam and toast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well the next morning, wake up and no wind. Wow … and what’s 
this … the moon is on fire ? Nope, hang on … oh that’s the sun. 
Guess we better get a move on then !! (Bugger I was looking fwd 
to a lazy Sunday morning sleep in just quietly). 
So Jarrod and I get out to Pauls place, with gumboots and 
raincoats, but it’s all on. 5 in Quickee Sport, 4 in Quickee Expert. 
Light winds, grey skies, and not too cold. I’m sent up to pylon 1, 
and Jarrod is tasked with being the starter man for the Sportsman 
guys. Up on number one pylon I find a comfy chair, with John 
Danks and Shelley Knox.  
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How about this weather !!!  Timing, lap counting, click the button, 
turn etc … how do we do this again JD ? Ah whoops … forgot to 
hit the stop button as Paul went past the finish line on his first race. 
Bugger !!! This is harder than actually flying. So he gets a re run, 
and he puts in a blistering 1:22.8 … for Sportsman, nah that can’t 
be right ? surely I haven’t messed this up again ... check the lap 
counter … says 10 laps. Wow. That’s fast. These guys are usually 
around the 1:35 mark. Stephen Collins was not far behind posting 
a 1:29 in his first race, but for the rest of the day Paul was always 
just a few seconds in front of Stephen. It was a race for 3rd 
between Aunty and Ron Stone. Would you believe it, Aunty 
actually cut the pylon … yep, it happened. First time ever. Funny 
how when you don’t fly 50m past number 1, you can shave a few 
minutes off your time ay ? Aunty’s best was a 1:33. Ron Stone 
was close, and some times faster, but too many cuts put him out 
of contention. Graham Duncan was 5th, fastest time a 1:44, and 
without a doubt provided a lot of entertainment for us up at 
number one pylon.  
 

Ok, next up, Quickee 
Expert. Numbers have 
been building in this class 
over the past few years, 
and even with a few not 
able to make it, we now 
usually have enough to 
make the racing exciting. 
Myself and John Danks, 
plus John Knox with his 
unfeasibly long needle 
valve (you can see it from 
no.1 pylon !!) and now 
young Stephen Collins who 
has purchased a model off 

Paul C, and he’s fizzing to get into it too. We were all set. The 
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great thing about this expert class, is once you’ve learnt the ins 
and outs, and you’ve started to post some hot times, there’s no 
way you can go back to an OS46AX. Like riding a moped, it’s fun, 
but only for a short while. Graham Duncan is now the starter man, 
and with pending rain, he’s cracking the whip, with 3 up each time. 
This should be interesting, it’s been a couple of months since the 
Nats, and the racing between me and JD is always close. Usually 
the old bugger pips me, but for the first time ever we managed to 
win the Nats, and set a record in the process.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First race, JD pulls out a 1:04 clean, and me only a 1:09 … oh shit 
Grommet, we gunna need to tighten this up a bit. Next race, we 
post a 1:06 and 3 cuts on No. 1 … not that tight mate !!!! Knoxy 
and Stephen both have a problem on the line, so get a DNS each, 
plus me with 3 cuts, all of a sudden we are all on the back foot 
and JD has the easy ride home. It’s a case of race, land, fuel up, 
and go again. The heats are all mixed up, and “Bogan you’re up 
again” is all I hear from Graham each time I land. By round 4 
things are getting really tight. Everyone is posting times in the 
1:08 / 1:10 mark, with only the odd cut here and there. At one 
stage Stephen and I are up together, and for about 3 laps we are 
in each other’s way. Around the base pylon my wing is in between 
his wing and stab. How we didn’t swap paint schemes I have no 
idea. Last race, only JD and me to go. Stephen has posted a time 
with 2 cuts, plus his DNS, so he’s out of the running now. Knoxy 
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has improved with every race, but will have to carry a slow time of 
1:21. So it’s down to me and JD now to decide the winner. Off we 
go, and about half a lap apart for the 10 laps, neither seemed to 
be catching the other. Squeelch goes the radio … Bogan 1:08 … 
clean .. JD 1:08 ….. two cuts. And that was it. Well done Grommet, 
great pit man / caller. We just won the Waikato Champs by 4 
seconds ahead of JD…. Oh was it the Waikato Champs today 
dad ? C’mon mate, sharpen up.  
After the racing, Jarrod has a fly of my Expert Quickee model, and 
after two laps has it on the course and looking good. So this is a 
bit of a problem for me now. Anyone got a cheap Nelson !?!?!  
 
All done and dusted by 1:30. Yet another great days racing. Off to 
Paul’s for a quick AGM. By now the rain has set in, and it’s really 
chucking it down outside. Results follow.  
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From The Treasurer 

 

Thank you to all members who have paid their subs as at 28/5/16. 
I am still waiting for subs from 28 members As mentioned 
previously all members who have paid by the next monthly 
meeting will go in the draw to have your Hamilton Model Aero club 
fees refunded. 
 
I am still waiting on MFNZ to process the first lot of fees sent in on 
18/4/16. Follow up to MFNZ has been made. Des has advised me 
that the card printing machine has broken down and that the part 
required needs to come from Australia .Des was advised that it 
was going to take 6 weeks for the part to be sent over. If he sent 
the machine over to be fixed he would not get it back for over 2 
month’s. Please be patient, the cards will turn up. The other 
comment that Des said that the expiry date on the cards should 
be 31 March  and not 30th June that has previously been shown 
on the cards. I have not been able to send in the next lot of MFNZ 
fees since the 18/4/16 as I need from them an updated affiliated 
list before I can do this. 
 
Also this bulletin for June will be the last for members who have 
not paid, so please ensure that you have paid up by 30/6/16. 
There will be a reminder notice attached to the June bulletin for 
members that have not paid. 
 
See you at the field and happy flying. 
 
Alan Rowson 
Secretary/Treasurer  
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Dey St Indoor 
Flying!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday June 17th  8pm 
All Non Members welcome 

$10 per Pilot 
 

Please support this event  

Dey St Indoor Tennis Stadium 
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Float Planes May15th  
 

It was time for the second float plane day of the year which this 
time was held at Lake Puketirini, Huntly. Despite a poor weather 
forecast the day dawned fine and calm with a little fog. As I had 
the key for the lake I was first there only to spend  a frustrating 10 
minutes getting the padlock on the gate to work...was about to 
give up when ping, it snapped open....Whew!! 
Everyone was soon into action to make the most of the calm 
conditions. Four up at a time was the norm with everyone burning 
up the sky. Rob Whalley was visiting from New Plymouth with a 
couple of electric jobs and the lovely big Macchi which he has had 
up here before. The Macchi was however reluctant to unstick but 
went OK when in the air. Unfortunately a bit later it had a “collision” 
with the water resulting in some serious damage. However he 
reassured us it would be rebuilt. Good on ya mate! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil was having a good fly with his Calmato until suddenly it 
appeared to go “off the air” and smacked into the lake from a 
great height. When he went to retrieve the plane, the motor had 
apparently taken a liking to water and decided to go swimming to 
the bottom of the lake! That's two motors for you in there now Phil! 
Dennis also had a bit of a tiff with the bank breaking his floats. 
Meanwhile Brad had very little luck, re-breaking his plane..again! 



 16 

Ah, this float plane business always causes some carnage! 
 
Lyndon had his Calmato running on rails with some very smooth 
flying. Well done. Most others had a successful day getting in 
plenty of laps and touch & goes but with the inevitable , “oh shit” 
moments! It was good to see a couple of others from up 
northwards there as well, notably John Danks, John Butcher and 
David Gush. Hope you all had a good time. Probably plenty of 
other stuff going on that I did not see so sorry if it got missed out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At around midafternoon the weather started to deteriorate with a 
shower coming through so we all packed it up for the day.  
Many thanks again to Phil for providing the rescue boat; it sure 
gets plenty of work! 
 
Cheers 
Gordon 
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The Workshop Spy 
 

This month we start a new  column called the Workshop Spy.  It's 
open to everyone to contribute towards and hopefully this will give 
you some inspiration, either in writing your own article or inviting a 
fellow club member into your workshop to see what you are up 
too. 
This month I dropped in on Committee Member Lyndon Perry.  
Lyndon's just started a new Secret Project which I can't tell you 
much about, but if you look at the photo's attached very carefully 
you might be able to figure out just what it is. It looks a lot like a 
very big P51D Mustang, but don’t be fooled as this may turn out to 
be something much more than that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lyndons workshop is actually his garage. It started life as a two 
car garage with a little work bench to one side.  Well that 
workbench got a little bigger as the size of his model collection 
increased and the space soon became his understanding wifes 
single car garage. Well you guessed it, now it's been turned into a 
very extremely understanding wife's "ex garage". So it's now the 
Man Cave, full model aircraft Workshop and Hangar!!!..& No Cars! 
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The garage is attached by internal access to the houses 
kitchen/lounge, which is great for getting a quick cup of coffee, or 
to take a peek at what's on TV. But when you are carving and 
sanding huge amounts of white polystyrene foam for that next big 
secret project and it starts to get blown, trampled and carried all 
through the house by said modeller, & helped out even more by 
the ever friendly dog who has it coated all over themselves.....well 
you know that the man of the house will soon be donning an 
apron & pinnie and roaming the house with the vacuum cleaner in 
hand cleaning up after himself (……for the next month!!!) 
 
So, there you have it, Lyndon's man cave full of toy's and planes 
and probably not much different from any of the rest of our 
workshops. So who can we spotlight next month, just put your 
hand up and give us a call, before we call you..... ah Brad!!! 
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Coming Events 
 
 
June 8th  HMAC Club Night – Annual Quiz night hosted by Mikey 
    
June 12th        HMAC Monthly Flyin – Helicopter Day 

 

June 12th   World Famous Tauranga Auction 8:30 am - @ Classic 
Flyers Museum, Jean Batten Drive, Mt. Maunganui 

 

June 17th    Indoor Flying Meet. Non members welcome. $10 Pilot 
fee. 8pm - Dey St Indoor Tennis Stadium 

 
July 13th HMAC Club Night - Mike O'Grady talks Agricultural top 

dressing flying 
 
July 17th HMAC Float Plane Day 9:00 am - @ Lake Kainui (D), 

Lake Road, Horsham Downs 
 
August 7th  CMAC Fly what you bring FunFly @ Cambridge MAC, 

191 Maungakawa Road (Opposite letter box 188) 
 
August 10 HMAC Club Night 
 
. 
 
 
 

 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2015 
June Bulletin – 28 May 
July Bulletin – 02 July 

    

          For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
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