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Cover: Jarrod on the ground after a tailless landing. 
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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

July 2016 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay 027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads 021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson 07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson 021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN      Chris Tynan 022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. Andrew Ferry andrewjamez@yahoo.co.nz 
  
                                                                                            
COMMITTEE: 
 
James Danby 021-0444783                                       
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459 
Andrew Ferry 022-6177080  
 
                                                     
WEB SITE Mikey Wilson mikeywilson@gmail.com 
CATERER James Danby   
 
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 13th July 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 

THEME:   An evening with Mike O’Grady 
 
 
 
 
Bulletin Printing Compliments of Gallagher 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
Well it's certainly been a wet month 
across June with close on 200mm 
recorded in my trusty rain gauge over the 
past couple of weeks here at home. 
Needless to say, not a lot of flying has 
been happening by me and I guess that 
probably applies to most everyone else 
too. There has been the odd fine day or 
two, so I hope those that could do so,  
have taken the opportunity to fly when 
they can. Mind you, the temperatures have been a lot milder 
which has meant I've spent a few nights in the shed without 
having my hands frozen to the workbench......superglued is 
another story though!! With some extra workshop time,  I have 
now pretty much finished my Yak55sp IMAC aircraft. Hopefully by 
the time you are reading this article it will have been test 
flown...fingers crossed. I completed a similar test fly of the same 
sized Yak last week for Sel (which went very well)  so I'm all 
practiced up now for my own models test flight! 
Junes club flying day was programmed for a helicopter fun event. 
I haven't heard first hand how this went, but a did see a couple of 
pictures on facebook, so I'm guessing a few heli pilots took the 
opportunity to have a fly. There is an article in the bulletin 
covering this event, so all the info and goss is covered in that. As 
for the rest of us, we headed to the Tauranga Model Auction 
which proved to be another entertaining day. There's an article 
further through the bulletin on that too, so read on. 
This months Club flying event is scheduled for another float plane 
day at Lake D (Kainui).  Hopefully we get another one of these 
fine frosty still days that we've just had today, combined of course 
with a dead calm lake. There shouldn't be any boaties to contend 
with this time, so we should have the lake completely to ourselves. 
I know Gordon is working on a new float plane care of a bargain 
at the Auction, hopefully another couple of existing models might 
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show up out of the woodwork that we haven't seen for a 
while....ah Stan! 
Last months Club night saw the rise of the Super Brains in the 
Annual Club Quiz night. A big thanks goes to Mikey Wilson as 
Quiz Master and a shout out to his able sidekick, score marker 
and apprentice quizmaster Stephen "Huggy bear" Greig.  Four 
teams consisting of five people each did battle over ten or so 
rounds on the scoreboard. The eventual winners were Team 
"Drew Peacock" headed by Frazer taking it out over Team "Crazy 
Torque" lead by James Danby. Running a credible 3rd and 4th 
were Team "Silver Foxes" and Team "Grey Foxes" in no particular 
order!  Another hilarious night was had by all, with plenty of 
cheating just to even up the scores. Well done everyone, great 
effort. 
 
This months Club night presentation will be from one of Full Size 
Aviation’s and modelling’s nice guy's, Mr. Mike O'Grady.  Mike 
currently resides in New Plymouth and is a member of the 
Egmont Modeler’s club. Mike has been a model flyer for about as 
long as Graeme Bradley has, and that's a long long time!! ( and 
both go a long way back together). Mike was an Agricultural Top 
Dressing Pilot for a large portion of his working career before 
retiring and working for the former 436 model shop when it was 
based in New Plymouth.  Mike will be giving a presentation on his 
life as an Ag Pilot with a few good tales to tell, and no doubt much 
much more. Make sure you don’t miss this opportunity to hear a 
good bit of NZ Ag Pilot history right from the source. 
Congratulations to Barry Boggiss for winning his HMAC club sub 
back in our Lucky Membership draw made at the June Club Night. 
Thank you to everyone for paying your subs on time this year, it 
really made our treasurer Alan's workload a lot easier.  It's 
surprising how much time some of the administration tasks can 
take up, so stream lining a process and performing tasks in bulk 
certainly helps out in the long run. It's also meant Alan now has 
more time to work on those winter projects of his. 
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A  couple of house keeping items from the committee:  1) Can you 
please ensure you keep your speed to 30kph or less along the 
driveway per the signage on the gates. This reduces wear on the 
track and the dust nuisance in summer.  2) Committee  were 
asked to consider if it were possible to install a Web/Weather 
Cam at the field. This has been discussed and after investigation 
it was considered not practicable at this time. 
Well that's my lot for yet another month, here we are past the 
shortest day and heading on a countdown towards summer 
already. Make the most of any fine days while you can and don’t 
forget to build a slope soarer for the spring westerlies whilst you 
wait for summer.  
 
As always, remember Safe flying is no Accident.  
 
Grant.  

Grants new Yak55sp 
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Captains Report 
 

Isn’t winter great, it gives you all this time to build and repair all 
your models ready for the summer months ahead, well not really 
but it does give you plenty of down time (read - wet weather)  to 
do just that.  
I’ve just come up from the garage from working on my P38 no 
name Chinese model some of you may have seen out at the field, 
this is the one Warren Setters volunteered to strip and tidy and 
Graham (Brad) Bradley kindly covered in Sig Coverall.  
 
To go back a step or two I wanted a twin engine model, war bird 
of cause and as I was told they can be a handful to fly I didn’t 
want to spend a small fortune for my first foray into twins. I found 
this P38, 90 inch span on sale in the US and although I wasn’t 
expecting a lot for the money (under $350 landed) it was really 
poor quality to the point I was not going to waste putting the two 
90 four stroke ASPs on it, after some pondering I thought why not 
as it’s sort of a learner plane anyway and if it fell out of the sky 
most if not all the servos should be ok and the advantage of  a air 
strip on peat is it is pretty forgiving on engines when they hit the 
dirt. Well to my surprise the thing flew not to bad, I’ve had it out a 
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few times but it is a bit of a pain to transport and assemble at the 
strip and it’s ruff appearance was also bit of a put off. 
  
Tonight I was sanding the cowls (thinking of what I was going to 
write tonight) and once I started to get past the one and only layer 
of silver colour the surface resembled a golf ball and I was 
thinking perhaps the Chinese know something of aerodynamics 
Top Flight and Hanger 9 have missed and this is why it flew so 
well? Anyway with a few hours sanding they came out really good 
without even going through the gel coat, I then surmised to keep 
them cheap they just forgo the labour to finish them properly and 
give you the option to do it yourself on a cold winters night, 
anyway as the saying goes you can’t make a silk purse out of a 
sows ear, well we’re not trying to do that, we’re just trying to make 
it less of a pig. 
 
Keep gluing, sanding and painting until the sun shines. 
 
CT.          
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Whirly Bird fun fly 

Grant has asked Kevin or myself to write a few words on the Heli 
day last month .... here goes nothing!!!!  
Kevin had a great idea to hijack the flying field when the Plank 
Flyers made the trip over the Kaimai's for the Tauranga Auction. 
We decided to spread the word near and far, but mother nature 
was not helping. With a wet weekend forecasted ... and having 
had a very wet Saturday which turned off a lot of the outer 
towners to make the trip south of the Bombay’s, only a few made 
it down. Sunday rolled around, no rain forecasted until the late 
afternoon, it was game on. 

Kevin and myself arrived the field at about 10:30 ready for some 
Heli fun. We had a few non locals and a few old faces turn up. 
There were about 20 of us, but not all decided to fly. Allan from 
Auckland was carving up the sky with his models until every pilot’s 
arch nemesis "Mr Gravity" showed up, lucky the ground was nice 
and soft and little damage was done.  
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A quick dash into town to pick up a few Pizza’s to help warm us 
up for lunch made me miss Mr Wharepapa's catch up with Mr 
Gravity and terrafirma. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had about 5 seconds of rain then it was back into the flying. 
Kevin got the maiden flight under his belt with his new SAB Goblin 
Nitro (which he brought to club night a month or so ago). It was 
nearly time to head home and I was told to have a fly and.....well a 
few minutes later and I also had a delightful meet with the 
wonderful Mr Gravity.... followed by the walk of shame. 
A thanks to all the fellow club members who were out there and 
gave us space to fly it, was a great mix of old and new helicopters 
and a few people who came out for a look. 

Cheers Dion  
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The World Famous Tauranga 
Auction 

 
Once again a strong contingent from HMAC travelled across the 
great divide (Kaimai ranges!) to Mt. Manganui to the annual 
TMAC auction held at the museum beside the airport. 
There was quite a bit of gear rolling in the door on offer which was 
soon picked over, poked, prodded, and discussed in very “serious” 
tones by all that were present, hoping to get a bargain or perhaps 
something of their dreams......(but not of their nightmares which is 
sometimes the case!) 
There seemed to me to be plenty up for auction although the $30 
or under table looked very stark compared to previous years. 
However, the auction got underway with “supremo” Tony 
Christianson calling the shots. Boy, he does a great job, 
especially when all the punters seem to have their hands in their 
pockets blankly staring out the window! As always there were 
some very good buys to be had if the goods were what you were 
looking for. There appeared to be very little that was passed in so 
perhaps modellers are getting more realistic in their expectations 
of what the stuff is worth. As I have always said, it does not matter 
what you may have paid for it, it is only worth whatever someone 
else is prepared to pay.  
HMAC members seemed to be leading the spirited bidding at 
times and some very good purchases were made. Brian & Warren 
Setters led the charge & picked up some good stuff. Alan Rowson 
was in selling mode (can you believe that!) and reckoned he was 
making a killing. Even after buying some other stuff he said he still 
came away in profit...sweet! 
I think most HMAC members either bought or sold something or 
other, even “Aunty” was spotted walking out the door with stuff 
tucked under his arm! 
Fairly basic planes were selling very cheap, engines very cheap & 
radio gear, well, they had trouble giving away. However items with 
a bit of quality were selling quite well. Around mid afternoon it was 
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all over and there were plenty of smiling faces carrying their new 
found treasures out the door. (and maybe a few sad ones when 
they got it home and to put under closer scrutiny!) 
As always this day is not just all about buying and selling but a 
great chance to catch up with other flying acquaintances and 
share a fair bit of banter & bullshit! 
I will be back again next year.... 
Gordon  
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Treasurer's Bit… 
 
Thank you everyone, all the subs have now been paid by the end 
of June. There are only 4 outstanding and not sure if they are 
going to renew or not? 
 
All the MFNZ cards for those who have not got them already will 
be included in this months bulletin, along with a pamphlet from the 
CAA regarding their new rules, please have a read. 
 
Welcome to the following new members: 
 
Returning members: 
J l Madley  
J D Perou 
W  Robins 
 
Transferred from another club: 
I Sweeney   Tuakau club 
S Greig        Hobsonvile club 
 
Family members: 
Mitchell Foote 
Colleen  Tynan 
 
 
Happy flying for the month 
of July 
 
Alan Rowson 
Treasurer 
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And from that " Pit's SPY" 
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Coming  Events 
 
 
July 17th HMAC Float Plane Day 9:00 am - @ Lake Kainui (D), 

Lake Road, Horsham Downs 
 
August 7th  CMAC Fly what you bring FunFly @ Cambridge MAC, 

191 Maungakawa Road (Opposite letter box 188) 
 
Aug 10th   HMAC Club Night  
 
Aug 14th   Themed Club flying day - WARBIRDS  
  
Sept 14th         HMAC Club Night 

 

Sept 18th    Float Plane Day. Lake D 9am start 
 

Oct 12th     HMAC Club Night – Buy Sell & Swap Meet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2015 
June Bulletin – 28 May 
July Bulletin – 02 July 

    

          For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
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