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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

February 2018 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay                  027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads              021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson                07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson                021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN       Chris Tynan                  022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. POSITION AVAILABLE   
(Editorial Email:  send to:  auntygrantie@gmail.com )                                                                                           
 
COMMITTEE: 
 
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459  
 
                                                     
WEB SITE Grant Finlay 
CATERER Collen Tynan   
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 14th Feb 2018 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 
 
Theme: Annual General Meeting plus Holiday wrap up 

 
CLUB THEMED FLYING DAY: Open Fun Fly – Sunday Feb 18th 
  

 
 
Bulletin Printing Compliments of Gallagher 
 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=259
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Presidents Report 
Grant 
 

Well golly gosh, here we are at the end of 

the club year already with the AGM upon 

us and we’ve finally got a summer that’s 

been hot and dry for the most part. At last 

it’s something like those days I remember 

as a kid on holidays (my memory may be 

a bit clouded though!)  I’m not sure it will be suiting everyone, but I for 

one am not complaining out loud. I’ve actually managed to get in a little 

bit of flying amongst other things, so it’s been a pretty good couple of 

summer months for me. I hope you’ve all had a safe and fun Xmas and 

New Year period and are now looking forward to 2018 and what it 

brings. 

 

Firstly, taking a look back over the last couple of months, we’ve had a 

number of events we attended including the Cambridge Xmas BBQ, our 

own Xmas BBQ, our Xmas Club Night and of course a number of our 

Club members attended the MFNZ Nationals event in Carterton. I 

understand HMAC members performed well again with a number of 

individual Trophies plus as a Club we came runner-up for the Club 

Points trophy which we held last year. Well done to all those that took 

part and a special note of Rex Anderson who came away as Free Flight 

Champion and Senior Champion.  

 
Rex Anderson 
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Our Xmas BBQ was a well 

attended and a very pleasant 

social event, which thanks to 

the weather holding off until 

after lunch went pretty much 

to plan. A huge thanks goes 

to Colleen & Chris Tynan 

for doing most of the 

planning and preparation for 

the event, and pretty much 

ensuring the day was 

nothing other than a success. 

Colleens Xmas Cake went down a 

treat, with the honors of the official 

‘cutting of the cake” task going this 

year to Jack Godfrey. Also, we got to 

test drive the BBQ donated by Alan 

and Linda Rowson. According to 

Colleen, it worked wonderfully well, 

Jack Godfrey 
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so thanks Alan & Linda for such a generous donation. Thanks also to 

everyone who brought along eats etc and those that helped to make it a 

memorable occasion. Flying wise, the day was capped off with the 

Inverted takeoff and landing challenge which provided a bit of 

entertainment and is detailed elsewhere in the bulletin. 

 

The December Xmas Club night saw the usual fun and banter for the end 

of the year wind down. Our Annual Awards themed around “afflictions’ 

were handed out , a couple of videos shown and of course we had the 

“wrap up of the year that was” in Pictorial form (ie Loads of Photo’s) 

This was all capped off with supper and a general chat session before the 

doors finally closed. Thanks to everyone who attended at a busy time of 

year and made for another great evening. 

 

This month’s Club night is of course our AGM. Presently all current 

committee members have indicated they wish to continue and stand for 

re-election in their current roles. However there is now a vacancy for the 

position of Bulletin Editor which was previously held by Mikey Wilson 

until Xmas when he headed for the warmer climates of Tauranga. So if 

you feel you could add value to the club as a bulletin Editor or even as a 

committee member, don’t hold back from putting your name forward at 

the AGM. Following the formal AGM part of the meeting, we will have 

a general chat & round up of what people have been up to over the last 

two months, hopefully supplemented by some of those that attended the 

Nationals giving us a run down on the events they competed in. 

 

Our monthly club themed flying events return for 2018 with our first 

date set down for Sunday 18
th

 Feb.  With so much on it’s difficult to 

schedule these events without the usual clashes in dates. This date 

clashes with a Waikato Pylon event on the same day at Paul Clausen’s 

Farm and Aucklands Highbrook Model Clubs Model Airshow, to 

mention just two other events noted on our calendar. However we will 

start the year off with just a simple open fun fly day where you can bring 

along whatever you want to fly. To spice it up a little there will be a 

couple of easy tasks for everyone to have a go at. Simple ah! Over the 

coming months we will have a number of different themes which might 

be something as simple as bringing a model with Yellow on it  (Roll out 
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the Piper Cubs for that one ) Anyhow, try to schedule these events into 

your calendars and lets have some fun this year. 

Well that’s my lot for the month. At this point I would like to thank the 

members of the committee for their valued help and support throughout 

the year, much of it goes un-noticed by the general membership, but 

without it we wouldn’t be able to continue to operate like we do.  Thanks 

one & all, see you at the AGM. 

Grant. 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
of the Hamilton Model Aero Club Inc. 

8pm 

Wednesday February 14
th

 2018 

Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms 

68A Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 

 

 

 

HMAC NEEDS YOU 
 

Bulletin Editor 
for 2018 

 
Stand up and be 

counted 
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Captains Report 

Chris 
Hope everyone has had a good Christmas and the New Year brings you a 

new model or two and the health to enjoy them. 

Unfortunately, this time of year gets quite busy for most of us with 

family commitments and now catching up on work so flying takes bit of 

a back seat for some of us. 

I acquired a new model just before Christmas and because of the engine 

size it must be certified. So after registering with the Large Model Sig 

and a check over from Aunty we spent a couple of days at Waharoa 

doing flights for that part of the cert process. 

The model is a 

AeroPlus Edge 

which has an 

111 inch wing 

span and thanks 

to Sel Melville a 

112DLA engine 

First flight while 

checking stall 

characteristics 

the motor quit 

resulted in a 

dead stick 

landing and after giving the carb a blow out the subsequent flights 

resulted in the engine running better each time, remember this is a new 

engine and once settled in should be a good and reliable!!   

Once completed with the cert process I’m hoping to put as many flights 

on this model as the ill-fated last one – time and weather permitting of 

course.   

I never got out to our flying field until I was due to go back to work as 

I'm sure you will remember the week after New Years day was wet and 

uncooperative so am guessing not many other club members got much 

flying in that week ether.  
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I heard the Nationals was crammed into a couple of days but HMAC 

members did well so expect a full report will be forthcoming on club 

night. 

 By the time you read this a number of us will be heading to Awatoto for 

the warbird event, if you have a couple of days over Waitangi weekend 

free make the trek to Napier as it is a great event even just to spectate. It 

cover’s WW1 right through to Jets, all flying in their respective groups 

or as individual displays so plenty to see. 

We have had some very hot days lately, possibly too hot for some to fly 

but don’t wait too long as winter will be along soon enough and then it 

will be too wet and too windy, so make use of the fine weather and don’t 

forget the sun screen and drink plenty of water!   

OK enough of stating the obvious, onward with 2018 and keep them in 

the air.  

CT . 

 

Edgar Percival’s EP9 – the Repair Job! 
Bruce Pickering   Before / After 

 
 

deHavilland dH94 Moth Minor 

Bruce Pickering 

The dH94 Moth Minor was the last of the line of “moths” produced by 

deHavilland. Apparently it was a reincarnation of the earlier dH81 

Swallow Moth, with some minor changes. Earlier Moths had been either 

biplane or strut braced high wing types. The Minor, however, was a low 

wing cantilevered monoplane, with two open cockpits (a later version 
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featured enclosed cockpit). It was powered by the new 90Hp Gipsy 

Minor engine—a scaled down version of the Major—which perhaps 

influenced the aircraft’s name. Being sleek aerodynamically, its 

performance (maximum speed at 5000 metres was 190 Kph) and low 

fuel consumption (about 17 litres per hour) made it very attractive to 

buyers. 

Early spinning 

trials ended in a 

crash, due to poor 

recovery 

characteristics, 

although the two 

pilots bailed out 

safely. The anti-

spin strakes fitted 

just ahead of the 

tailplane cured this 

problem. 

Production by 1939 was eight or nine aircraft per day. With the outbreak 

of war, civil aircraft production ceased and the factory concentrated 

primarily on producing Tiger Moths. The drawings, jigs and an 

inventory of already produced parts were shipped to Bankstown in 

Sydney, where about 40 aircraft were produced. Altogether, 

approximately 100 Moth Minors were made. 

What influenced my decision to build the model was Gordon’s CSS 11, 

which really 

impressed me. 

But not having 

access to any 

information or 

three views of it, 

I thought I would 

build something 

similar. Research 

brought up the 

Minor, with its 

high aspect ratio 
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low wing. The aircraft had some interesting features: the cantilevered 

wing, with two spars, had a narrow centre section and was made to fold 

back against the fuselage, reducing the overall width to just  3.6m. It has 

no flaps but because it has such a shallow gliding angle, there is a large, 

effective, perforated air brake to slow it down. It is so effective that I 

have found on the model it’s best to deploy the brake only when near or 

over the runway threshold. 

The fuselage is of simple box construction, sheet wood over a basic 

frame. The wings are foam, with cap strips between the leading and 

trailing edge sheeting. Tail units are built-up. All the sheeting is 

paulownia, which is a very good alternative to balsa, and a lot cheaper. 

The whole model is covered with Koverall and painted with butyrate 

dope—the first time I have ever used it. I copied a simple scheme of an 

Australian aircraft. 

The Minor flies nicely, with no untoward characteristics, although care 

needs to be taken on approach to landing. One wing will drop quite 

suddenly if the speed is allowed to wash off too soon. This has happened 

to me, but fortunately it was close to the ground and just resulted in an 

“ugly landing,” as Grant would call it. It still doesn’t fly as nicely as 

Gordon’s CSS11, but that’s another story. 

 

Safety First….. 
Alan Rowson 

I had just finished putting new cap 

screws in the Sparrow Hawk to hold 

the motor mounts for the 50cc motor. I 

then decided to give the motor a run up.  

The plane was held with a rope tied to 

the work bench in the garage. The 

motor started straight away, but due to 

the aircraft being on a little angle the 

plane lunged forward and the propeller 

hit me on the left wrist. I had my 

leather glove on, but the propeller cut 

through the glove and into my watch 
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which is now smashed. It broke the glass and all the hands and digital 

displays. Thank goodness I had my leather glove and watch on or 

goodness knows how bad I would have come off. The motor was still 

going and when I stopped it I found the propeller was completely 

shattered….. I will not tell 

you what my wife Linda 

said !!!!!  

(Alan didn’t mention the 

small amount of blood it 

drew as well – ed) 

Photo enclosed of the result 

and also a photo of the first 

landing of the Sparrow 

Hawk 

Cheers Alan 

 

 

A Good Read 
 
There is a really neat book in the library that is worth reading, in my 

humble opinion. It’s very well researched, tracing development of flight 

over the last 250 years. 

It’s called: THE AIRPLANE – HOW IDEAS GAVE US WINGS  by 

Jay Spenser. 

 

I picked it up from the  Masters Ave library and returned it to Chartwell, 

so it could be anywhere.  The Dewey number is 629.13334; if you can’t 

find it, the staff will obtain it for you. 

 

It contains a neat quote from Igor Sikorsky:  

“In the early days, the chief engineer was very often also the test pilot. 

This tended to result in the elimination of poor engineering.” 

 

 Cheers, Bruce Pickering 
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Xmas Club Day 2017 
Gordon Meads 
The end of 2017 meant of course that it was time for our annual Xmas 

club day at the flying field.  

The weather looked pretty good for this year which was a relief as we 

have not had too much luck the last couple of times. So, lots of people 

turned up, the gazebo’s up, tables up, seats out, food  and drink on the go, 

etc, etc, and oh, that’s right....some planes to fly! 

There was plenty of general flying going in the morning to entertain the 

masses while the lunch was being cooked with no real dramas. That is 

until Grant announced that the upside down take off and landing 

challenge needed to get underway! 

Half a dozen keen participants (read idiots!) lined up to do battle. It 

seemed to be a prerequisite that no-one had done any practice or ever 

tried it before....with one exception (Grant). All planes appear to have 

been hastily prepared and this showed with reluctant engines and landing 

gear which needed plenty of field modifications and repair.....this was 

before the event even started!   

However, we got underway 

with some hairy, horrible 

displays of piloting. Some of us 

got in a few inverted landings 

but the takeoffs were different 

story. It seemed to be difficult 

to get enough angle of attack to Gordon 
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achieve a liftoff.   I managed to make a spectacle of myself by finally 

getting a takeoff then getting a bit confused on the sticks which dumped 

the plane vertically into the middle of the strip.....ah well. Chris & 

Lyndon had some 

success after plenty 

of persistence. 

However the most 

boring pilot in the 

club (you know 

who...Aunty!) went 

out and made it 

look pretty easy. 

Mind you he said 

he had practiced 

about 20 years ago! 

All a good bit of 

entertainment.  (If the above part of the report does not seem very 

accurate or how YOU remember it then you are possibly right as my 

recollection is a bit vague and possibly biased!) 

Lunchtime came around and the table was groaning to a great barbeque 

and shared meal. Coleen excelled herself again with a magnificent Xmas 

cake which was enjoyed by all, thank you. 

The day continued with flying but by mid afternoon the weather started 

to close in so we all packed up and went home. Thank you to all that 

helped and provided food on the day. It makes a good finish to the year. 

Gordon 

 

Treasurers Report 
Alan Rowson 
The subs for the coming year will fall due after the AGM and must be 

paid to HMAC by Direct Deposit into the clubs account  03 0314 

0215645-00 or by Cheque or Cash direct to me. If you deposit to our 

account please add your name to the deposit so that I can identify you on 

the bank statement. 

Aunty 
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Please note that all subs are to be paid by 31 March 2018. If payment is 

not paid by that date you will not be able to fly at any MFNZ registered 

flying site as you will not be covered by insurance. 

 

At this stage I will be recommending that the Club fees remain 

unchanged from 2017. The 2017 fees are shown below and will be voted 

on and ratified at the AGM providing no alterations are recorded. 

2017 Club fees were:  

Senior   $165 

Retired 70+  $145 

Family   $175 

Junior   $ 55 

Control line  $105 

Free Flight  $105 

Associate  $ 75 

NB: MFNZ fees are included in the above. 

 

The Balance Sheet has been completed with an increase in accumulated 

funds mostly due to existing Club Investments 

Thanks to Rex Bain who has once again audited the clubs accounts. 

 

Hope all our members have an enjoyable year of flying. 

Alan Rowson (Treasurer). 

 

 

How make a Safe LiPo storage box 
Dennis Raynel 
First, start off with an old (or new ammo) box from the Clearance Shed 

at The Base Te Rapa. Mine cost me around $25. There are also new/used 

boxes for sale at the “Army and Outdoors Store” at 540 Victoria Street. 

Line the box with core flute sticking it to the sides with contact glue, hot 

melt glue or even double sided tape. This will insulate the insides so no 

shorting can happen to the box. Add partitions to suit the sizes of your of 

batteries and you’re pretty much done. The lid has an airtight seal so if 

you do have a fire in a battery; it is completely contained within the box. 
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A hard days flying action 

Safe Lipo Storage 

…an adapted 

Steel Ammo Box 
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Gordon & Cessna 

O-2 Skymaster 

Alan & 

Tabloid 

 

Sel… 

Ooops

!!! 
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MFNZ Nationals 2018  

Angus Mac Donald, 

oldest competitor at 

the NATS at 90. 

 

Brendan 

Robinson at 

Aggy 

 

Neil and Carl Lickfold flying F2A speed 

Kevin Barnes 

F2B Electric 

Stunter 
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Coming  Events - February 2018 
 Warbirds over Awatoto 2018 (Hawkes Bay - Napier) 

February 3, 2018 - February 4, 2018 @ Model Flying Hawkes Bay - Awatoto 

Field, Napier 

 International Jet Spectacular (Tokoroa) 
February 9, 2018 - February 11, 2018 @ Tokoroa Airfield - Moffat road 

 Glider AeroTow event - Hawkes Bay 
February 9, 2018 - February 11, 2018 @ 719 Aorangi Road, Southern Hawkes 

Bay 

 HMAC AGM Club Night 
February 14, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 

Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

 Highbrook Model Airshow 
February 18, 2018 - @ Highbrook Dr, East Tamaki, Auckland 2013, New 

Zealand 

 RC Pylon Racing Series (Hamilton) 
February 18, 2018 9:00 am - @ Clausens Farm, 244 Telephone Road, Puketaha 

Hamilton 

 HMAC Monthly Themed Flyin - Open Fun Fly 
February 18, 2018 9:30 am - @ HMAC Reekers Field, 231 Collins Road 

Hamilton 

 IMAC Scale Aerobatics Competition - Galatea 
February 23, 2018 - February 25, 2018 @ Galatea Airfield, Galatea 

 Vintage (RC) Contest & Rally 
February 24, 2018 - February 25, 2018 @ JR Airsail Airfield, 299 Native Rd, 

Pukekawa 

 March 2018 

 Glider AeroTow event - Hawkes Bay 
March 2, 2018 - March 4, 2018 @ 719 Aorangi Road, Southern Hawkes Bay 

 Cambridge Soaring Series: ALES and Bungee/Winch Competitions, with 

Sport Flying 
March 3, 2018 10:00 am - @ Cambridge MAC, 191 Maungakawa Road 

(Opposite letter box 188) 

 Brett Cudby Memorial Flyin - New Plymouth MAC 
March 10, 2018 - March 11, 2018 @ New Plymouth Model Aero Club 

 HMAC Club Night Meeting 
March 14, 2018 7:30 pm - @ Beerescourt Bowling Club Club Rooms, 68A 

Maeroa Road (behind the tennis pavilion) 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2018 
March Bulletin –28th Feb 2018 

        For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=287
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=324
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=311
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=310
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=299
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=302
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=325
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=293
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=281
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=312
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=269
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=269
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=286
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=317


 20 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official newsletter of the 
Hamilton Model Aero Club Inc. 

P.O. Box 1333, Hamilton 
 

Website: www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/

