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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

December 2016 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay 027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads 021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson 07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson 021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN      Chris Tynan 022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. Andrew Ferry andrewjamez@yahoo.co.nz 
  
                                                                                            
COMMITTEE: 
 
James Danby 021-0444783                                       
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459 
Andrew Ferry 022-6177080  
 
                                                     
WEB SITE Mikey Wilson mikeywilson@gmail.com 
CATERER James Danby   
 
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 14th  December 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 

THEME:  Xmas awards/photo’s & Special General Meeting 
 
 
Bulletin Printing Compliments of Gallagher 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
mailto:mikeywilson@gmail.com
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Presidents Report 
Well the Winter weather continues into 
Spring or maybe there just isn’t any 
notable difference between the two, 
however it has meant we haven’t had 
many really nice flyable days in the last 
month. I ventured over to Galatea for a 
weekend of Aero-Tow Gliding, but this 
turned into a one day event after it rained 
pretty much all of Saturday. There was a 
good turnout of some 25 registered pilots, 
a bigger number of gliders and some nice thermals on the Sunday.  
Being that it was the first Aero-tow event at the Galatea site, it 
seems most are keen to return for another event in the New Year. 
Since then I’ve been soaking up some hotter weather on the 
Sunshine Coast, where I even managed to test fly a Bixler on a 
mornings outing to the Suncoast Model Flyers field at Coolum. 
 
This months Club Flying event was our final Float Plane day 
scheduled for the year at Lake D. The weather kicked off really 
windy, but a handful of guys were still keen and turned up at the 
lake at 9am. Mikey Wilson on a flying leave pass wasn’t going to 
depart the lake without having at least one flight with his foamy 
Cub. The model leapt off the water in only a few inches and was 
bounced around all over the sky before being skilfully landed back 
on the grass. The grass landing was necessary as the rescue 
boat was still on “hold” in Phils driveway!  Needless to say, with 
the wind blowing strong and no other brave souls risking their 
models, we called it a day and then a bunch of us headed off 
Slope Soaring for the afternoon. 
 
Our December (and final) monthly flying event will be our Annual 
Xmas Fun Fly and BBQ Lunch at the HMAC Reekers club field on 
Sunday 11th.  The format will be similar to past years, with a BBQ 
lunch shortly after midday. The Club will be supplying meats and 
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soft drinks, tea & coffee etc. If club members could please bring 
along a salad or desert for a combined pot luck lunch table to go 
with the BBQ, that would be appreciated. Anyone with a sunshade 
is welcome to put that up along with any additional seating, chairs 
and fold out tables and the like. Hopefully we will see as many of 
you as can make it, it's always a fun and relaxing day for all and 
make sure you put on some Sun Screen as it’s.... ‘going to be fine’ 
(if by chance the weather is foul, we may postpone until the 
following Sunday 18th, check the HMAC website for confirmation) 
 
This month's Club night will be our Xmas Special with lots of 
entertaining stuff, a few photo's, movies and Xmas Awards. We 
will also be opening the evening with the Special General Meeting 
as advertised elsewhere, however this is expected to only take a 
few extra minutes to formalise details. 
As in the past, if you would like to "bring a plate" to share for 
supper, that would be appreciated. Also, don’t forget to bring 
along models for show and tell plus anything else that may be of 
interest. Looking forward to seeing you there. 
 
By the time you get to read this magazine, the Cambridge Club 
will have held their Annual Xmas BBQ flyin. Hopefully it went OK 
for them, as they have not had much luck with the weather for 
their events this year! 
 
By now you will be aware there is no longer a requirement to ring 
the Control Tower at the Airport before or after finishing flying. 
Remember that our height limit remains at 400ft and full size 
aircraft passing close by could potentially be lower than expected 
and now can pass by at only 500ft.  Keep a good lookout and use 
observers to keep an eye on the sky while you fly. 
 
Please note, only paid up members, current MFNZ members from 
other clubs and prospective new members are covered by 
insurance (see MFNZ Presidents article). To fly at HMAC you 
must be a financial HMAC/MFNZ member to be covered by the 
MFNZ insurance. 
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Well that wraps up my columns for 2016. The next bulletin will be 
out in the first week of February as we do not have a bulletin in 
January nor a club night meeting.  Best wishes to all of those who 
are partaking in the Nationals Events at Matamata in the New 
Year and here’s hoping we bring home the trophies.  
 
So all that remains now is for me to wish each and every one of 
you and your families a safe and enjoyable Xmas and a Happy 
New Year.  A very special thanks once again to the Reekers 
family for yet another great year as your guests.  
 
Merry Christmas one and all (and please play safe  ) 
Grant 
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MFNZ Insurance changes 
From: Jonathan Shorer, President MFNZ 
 
Some of you may have noticed that the Expiry Date on the current 
MFNZ membership cards has changed from previous years.  The 
expiry date of membership was set at end of June and now it’s 
moved to the end of March.  This is a small but very significant 
change that has been invoked through conversation with the 
current MFNZ insurer and IRD.   
 
In previous years the MFNZ fees became due on 31st March but 
payment was not required for three months (30th June).  Having 
checked with our insurance broker, we have been informed that 
only current financial members are covered by the policy.  The 
clubs are considered by the insurer to be agents of MFNZ, 
therefore when a member pays their annual fee to their club, the 
member becomes financial and the insurance is activated.   
 
This stricter adherence to dates is a result of the tougher attitude 
of insurers post Christchurch earthquake.  In the past we have 
taken a very benign attitude to members’ renewals and fortunately 
this has not been tested, but it runs the risk that a claim might be 
refused. It is not a practice that we are prepared to continue as we 
now have to certify the membership status when submitting a 
claim. In concert with the brokers we have been told by IRD that 
our membership year must align with our financial year 
 
What this all adds up to is that clubs will now need to be invoicing 
their membership early next year (2017) with an expectation that 
payment will be made by each member by 31st March at the 
latest.  Members that pay after 31st March will not have MFNZ 
insurance coverage until their fees are paid.  The membership 
secretary will be sending out all of the required information in 
January. 
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Clubs should be invoicing their members in a way that makes 
clear that the fee has two elements. One part for the club and one 
which is passed on to MFNZ.  Previously, some clubs have not 
set their fee until part way through the financial year as their AGM 
is after 1 April.  Most that we’ve looked at can charge the same 
fee next year and will need to look ahead at their next AGM to see 
what fee the club will need to charge the following year.  The 
alternative is to hold an SGM to agree a fee increase for the club 
element. 
 
These changes have been communicated in the November 2016 
Model Flying World (Page 51, Notice Board).  Some clubs have 
already put systems in place to ensure that their membership is 
invoiced in a timely fashion ( January 2017) but I’ve sent this 
email to make sure all clubs are aware of the change and have 
sufficient time to comply with this requirement. 
 
MFNZ has put a system in place to record the earlier payment 
date of fees.  A new system of membership affiliation, created to 
rationalise the affiliation of members, will be released in the next 
few weeks.  Hopefully this will lower the workload on all people 
involved in the collection and recording of membership fees.  
 
2017/18 MFNZ fees 
The MFW article incorrectly noted the MFNZ fees for next year.  
The correct fees for next year are: 
•         Senior $75 
•         Family $80 
•         Junior $25 
 
New members 
New members joining after 1st January can be charged a full year 
fee and they will be recorded as financial members of the 2017/18 
year.   The MFNZ insurance does provide three months coverage 
for prospective members before requiring payment of fees.  
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Captains Report 
 

Nearly the end of the year already, where has the year gone! Not 
a lot of flying been going on over the last few months basically 
because the wind has been a little too strong even for those that 
have models better suited for a little wind. Rain has been an issue 
at times but I for one think the wind has been more of a deterrent 
than rain.  
There has been a couple of days after work ok for a bit of a fly but 
the weekends have been less than ideal and I expect it would be 
pretty wide spread over the country. 
 
As our third attempt for a Float plane day was not really a goer 
(for all but Mikey Wilson anyway) so an afternoon slope soaring at 
Ruapuke was one way of turning the pesky wind into something 
useful for us to keep our models afloat - even if not on water. 
Seven of us made the trip over the hill and the 25 + knot winds 
made for some really good flying. No mid airs or carnage – well 
while I was there anyway, maybe Aunty or Gordon has a report 
elsewhere in the bulletin. 
 
By the time you read this hopefully Cambridge Model Aero club 
has had a fine weekend for their Christmas BBQ as they have 
also lost a few dates to weather. This is followed by our Christmas 
BBQ & fun fly and with the weather man saying December is 
going to be dryer than last month, let’s hope he is right and the 
reciprocal invite to the Cambridge guys makes for an enjoyable 
day. 
  
Also remember the special general meeting this coming club 
meeting (14th Dec) details of this were posted last issue so do 
come and take part and if you can bring a plate for supper, note it 
is also the last club meeting until February 2017.  
 
I know I whinge about the weather a lot but it has not given us 
much to write about over winter and we need some fine weather 
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over the next few weeks just to get some practice in for the MFNZ 
Nationals held at Matamata again over 2nd - 7th January.  
So get your entry in so we can again take the club trophy for 
another year, remember although it’s a competition you don’t 
have to take it too seriously just go to have fun and last time there 
the weather was fantastic! 
 
Remember flying low keeps the thrills high! 
(Just keep your prop out of the dirt). 
 
Hope you all have a very Merry Christmas 
CT        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 

 

HMAC Special General Meeting 
 

8pm, Wednesday 14
th

 December 2017 

Beerescourt Bowling Club Rooms, 68A Maeroa Road 

 

Agenda: 

 Discuss and set HMAC 2017-2018 Club Fees (Membership Subs) 
to be payable by 31st March 2017 

 Set and ratify the HMAC AGM Meeting date for February 8th 
2017 

____________________________________________________ 

Mikey! 

the only man 

desperate enough to 

fly a float plane in 

20 knots of wind 
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Galatea Aero-Tow Glider 
(By Grant) 

 
The forecast for the weekend didn’t look promising for Saturday, 
but Sunday was Ok and since the accommodation was booked 
and paid for, it was simply a case of suck it and see. The 
weekends weather matched the forecast and only a little flying 
took place late Saturday afternoon following persistent low cloud 
and drizzle all day. Fortunately Sunday was much better with only 
a light cross wind blowing & mostly sunny, thus we managed to fly 
pretty much all day. 
 
There were around 25 pilots registered and quite a few more 
gliders on the field, although not all of them got flown. There were 
at least four tow planes on site ready to go most of the time, so I 
left mine in the van all weekend as there wasn’t any real need for 
it for a change. 
 
The largest Gliders flown were around 6 - 7m wingspans, these 
made my 4m model look tiny, but once in the sky they all look 
pretty much the same! A couple of guys had bad launches with 
the models ground looping and ending upside down, fortunately 
with only minor damage.  The tow planes were able to release 
before anything bad happened to them. 
 
Tony Withy was fortunate to survive a dead stick landing in his 
Pawnee Tow plane when the towline caught the fence just as the 
wheels were inches off the ground. The model hit with a thud, but 
didn’t do any damage luckily.  
Thermals were good and reasonable flight times were possible, 
although with tow heights to a 1000 feet or so, this made finding 
thermals a little easier. The Airfield was Notamed for roughly 
double that height and we only saw one full sized aircraft all 
weekend. 
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So all in all, a successful event which was followed up by an 
IMAC Aerobatics Comp there the following weekend. 
 
 
FYI, you can watch the Tow Video at: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIi18VDz99A  
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RC PYLON RACE MEETING HELD AT 

PUKETAHA ON THE 27th NOVEMBER 2016 
  

With the weather forecast predicting strong winds but little rain we 

decided to go ahead with the race meeting. After a slow start and 

a couple of phone calls to encourage the flyers to venture out we 

had enough members present to get the meeting under way. The 

wind gusts were reaching 40kph plus but the direction was 

perfect, straight down the strip so landing was not as rough as 

you would think, the high wind caused the actual ground speed to 

be very slow and some good landings were the result. Only one 

landing mishap resulting in some damage causing the host to sit 

this one out was the result. 

  

Q500 Sport got under way first as the wind was predicted to build 

during the day, it was evident from the start that Steve Collins was 

not going to have an easy run with Ron Stone finding good speed 

all day. In the end too many cuts from Ron and good consistent 

times from Steve would see him through. It was great to see 

another new flyer joining the pylon scene, Paul Tomlinson running 

a Viper/OS46 AX combo had his first pylon experience on an 

actual pylon course and did very well gaining nearly 30 seconds 

between his races, in the end he decided to sit out the last few 

rounds with the wind gusts creating some concern, he will 

definitely be back for another go in December. 

  

Q500 Expert got under way after the sport class and while the 

wind was at a reasonable level good times were achievable, but 

once round 3 got under way the wind gusts had increased to 

around 60kph which was not a problem for these fast models 

during a race but landing was an issue with most missing the strip 
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short (no throttle on these models means all landings are with no 

power). With the out field recently grazed the out landings were 

no problem resulting in no damage to all. Steve Collins with caller 

Marcel LeGrand had their first Q500 Expert meeting achieving the 

fastest time of the day and second place. Frazer Briggs suffered 

one V tail failure while negotiating the base turn causing the 

model to veer straight out from the course at a 90 degree angle, 

causing quite a stir. Fortunately with two servos controlling the tail 

he had enough control for a non eventful but short landing. A 

stripped servo gear being the culprit. 

With no electric flyers present we finished the day as the squalls 

increased and the rain finally settled in on the trip home. 

  

RESULTS 

Q500 SPORT; 

1st.  Stephen Collins        387.9 

2nd  Ron Stone                 430.8 

3rd  Paul Tomlinson        686.8 

  

Q500 EXPERT; 

1st  John Danks                283.8 

2nd Stephen Collins        292.5 

3rd John Knox                  293.4 

4th Frazer Briggs             668.2 

  

The next meeting will be at the JR Airsail Airfield on the 18th 

December, this will be a great warm up event leading into the 

Nationals in January at Waharoa so we should see a good entry 

for this one. With the Precision Aerobatics event here the day 

before we are looking forward to a good get together on Saturday 

night. 

Until then fly safe. John Danks 
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Coming  Events 

Dec 11th HMAC Xmas BBQ & Funfly 9am Start (raindate 18th – 
check the website to confirm) 

 
Dec14th HMAC Xmas Club night meeting  
 
Dec 18th RC Pylon Racing series XMAS BBQ @ JR Airfield 
 
Jan 3-7th         MFNZ National Championships – Multi Events 
 MatamataPiako Mac @ Jaggers Rd, Waharoa 
 
Feb 26th Pylon Racing Series @ JR Airsail Airfield  
 
Mar 26th Waikato Champs RC Pylon Comp @ Clausens Farm
  244 Telephone Rd 
 
Mar 31st HMAC/MFNZ annual Subs must be paid by this date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2015 
Feb Bulletin – 28 Jan 

March Bulletin – 28 Feb 

    

          For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
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