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FLIGHT LINES 
HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 

August 2016 
www.hamiltonmac.org.nz 

 
PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay 027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads 021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson 07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson 021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN      Chris Tynan 022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. Andrew Ferry andrewjamez@yahoo.co.nz 
  
                                                                                            
COMMITTEE: 
 
James Danby 021-0444783                                       
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459 
Andrew Ferry 022-6177080  
 
                                                     
WEB SITE Mikey Wilson mikeywilson@gmail.com 
CATERER James Danby   
 
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 10th August 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 

THEME:  Control Line world Champs with Brian Howser, Brendon                               

Robinson and Neil Lickfold 
 
 
Bulletin Printing Compliments of Gallagher 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/
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Presidents Report 
We've just had the July Club night and 
here I am writing up the next bulletin 
article already. Mind you, with the 
weather we have at present, flying's 
pretty much out of the question anyway.  
Today was meant to be our Float Plane 
day, but alas the strong winds and rain 
saw us pull the plug early on that one.  If 
you checked the HMAC web or face 
book pages you will have seen I put up a 
cancellation notice on each. If you are ever in doubt if an event is 
on or not, that's a good place to check first, either that or phone a 
committee member. 
 
So our monthly fun fly day (Float Planes)was pretty much a wash 
out from the word go. Hopefully for our August meeting the 
weather Gods will be a little kinder. This month our theme is to be 
Warbirds again, I think the last time the weather got the better of 
us then as well . Surely we deserve a good flying day this time 
around. As always, the field will be open for all flying, but we'd like 
to get as many warbirds there as we can. If it looks like an all right 
day I may even organize a bit of a winter BBQ with some hot 
sausages, tea and coffee.  
 
Our July monthly club night meeting was well attended as we 
welcomed our guest speaker Mike O'Grady up from New 
Plymouth. Mike was a former President of HMAC back around the 
seventies, but left Hamilton for Pukekohe where his work took him.  
Mike spoke about is early days of modeling and his induction into 
full size flying and subsequent move into  his profession as a 
commercial agricultural top dressing pilot.  By the sounds of it, the 
pilots of the day had a lot of fun with their flying, some of the 
activities they got up to would be seriously frowned upon these 
days..!! None the less, Mike managed to keep everyone 
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captivated for most of the evening with his stories and I'd like to 
thank Mike for sharing his experiences with us. This coming 
months club night will be a run down by the Control Line boys who 
recently took part in the World Champs in Perth Australia. Brian 
Howser, Brendon Robinson and Neil Lickfold will give us a run 
down on some of the interesting moments from the World 
Champs together with some technical data and development that 
took place to get them there.  Make sure you come along to 
support the evening and get an insight into a part of our hobby 
that not too many ever experience, I'm sure it will be interesting. 
Elsewhere in the bulletin this month you will find an article from 
one of our spy's on the hidden treasures in our Patrons (Graeme 
Bradleys) workshop.  If you'd like us to visit your place then just 
let Chris, Gordon or myself know before we catch you out with a 
surprise visit instead. 
 

Last month we held an Indoor flying meeting at the Tennis 
Stadium. We seem to be struggling to get people along to these 
meetings. We barely broke even on the night with attendance 
numbers, hopefully our next one will be a little better.  It was a 
good night and some fun flying, so have a think about it for next 
time. Dont forget the upcoming Fun Fly day at the Cambridge 
Model Club on the 7th of August. It's always neat to go fly 
somewhere else with a new set of challenges and the Cambridge 
guys really appreciate having us over for the day. See you there. 
 

Well, that's about all I have for this month. Keep up the building 
whilst the rain comes down and I will see you on the field or at 
Cambridge. 
 
Cheers, Grant.  
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Captains Report 
 

Well what a horrible run of weather we’ve been having. Don’t think 
I have been out to the field in about three weeks as every 
weekend has been wet and or windy. 
  
Last weekend Gordon asked if I was keen on a trip to Raglan for a 
bit of slope soaring, well if he was keen I guess I was game even 
if recent history suggested more rain.  When I arrived at the site 
Gordon and Phil where already there talking in Gordon’s van,  as 
it was raining pretty steadily.  After trying to get my mobile phone 
to receive my emails the rain had stopped and a keen modeller 
was standing at my door prompting, “come on lets go fly 
something”.  
 
 As the wind was howling pretty good up the Raglan hill/cliff Phil 
and I decided we would watch Gordon show us how easy (or not) 
it was going to be, three or four attempts into the gusty 50km wind 
netted the decision more weight needed. After taping some lead 
onto the top of the wing the next attempt was successful and once 
out a bit from the hill face the plane flew smooth and Gordon was 
obviously having a bit of fun. Well I didn’t come here just to watch 
so I headed back to the wagon to get a plane. The good thing 
about slope souring is the planes are generally already together 
and as quick as you can get your transmitter out of it’s box and 
switch your plane on you are ready to go. 
  
If only your nerve to throw the dam thing off the cliff was that quick 
– I did tell you it was gusty didn’t I?? Phil seeing how hard it was 
for me just to hold the plane offered to launch it off for me, having 
trouble himself holding it in the wind I nodded whenever you are 
ready Phil and the plane just flew straight out up and away. 
Getting height was not too much trouble but turning back towards 
the hill top for any more than a second or two would have you 
fighting to get back into the up lift. After some time in the air and 
the look of another shower heading in it was time to think about 
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landing, a loop back around the gully proved the plane did not fall 
out of the sky like it normally does here in fact the plane was flying 
quite nicely backwards in the strong wind so I did have bit of a 
walk to retrieve it. 
 
 After another short break in the back of Gordon’s van discussing 
how to fix the worlds problems the rain abated and another flight 
was in order, Gordon with another out of his stable (van) and I just 
stuck with my Mustang being the heaviest of what I brought over. 
Although the wind had gained a little in strength Gordon’s wing 
flew like it was just a light breeze. Phil again offered to launch my 
plane and after picking himself up off the ground a good throw did 
not net the perfect fly off and the turbulent wind promptly dumped 
it into the ruff below.  
 
With a bit of looking from above no sign of the plane could be 
seen anywhere, maybe I could see it from below, so I promptly 
wondered down the path to the base of the hill… still no sign. Only 
thing to do is head up the brush and hopefully may hear the alarm, 
although with the roar of the ocean and howling wind I was really 
hoping it would just be sitting there on a flax bush waiting for me.  
Anyone that has trudged through that coastline grass knows how 
hard that stuff is to get anywhere and going up hill did not help at 
all, by the time I got to the bush line I knew this was going to give 
me a good workout if I was to find the plane.  
About two metres into the scrub I spied a little piece of silver with 
red checkers buried under bracken and dirt, with a bit careful 
extraction one complete but very dirty plane, just not mine!  
I was thinking perhaps if I can’t find my plane I can trade it for this 
one. I put it where I thought I could find it on the return trip and 
persevered with my endeavor to retrieve my Mustang, after three 
heart attacks and lots of gorse pricks and cuts I eventually found 
my plane about 10 metres from the top, by this stage Phil was not 
far from the spot coming from the top and helped retrieve it out of 
the scrub.  
After recuperating from my forth heart attack I informed Gordon 
and Phil of my find and conjecture on who’s plane and when it 
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went missing was discussed, I thought I was sufficiently rested so 
Gordon and I hiked down the hill again to fetch it. By the time we 
got back to the top of the hill with said plane my legs where jelly 
and my lungs have not had a workout like that for a very long time 
so I was not too keen to repeat my attempt at re launching in the 
still very strong wind so I called it a day, Phil had to leave and I 
think Gordon had had enough too.  
And the story of the found plane will no doubt be revealed next 
club night. 
 
CT.          
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Workshop Spy: 
The Patrons Basement 

This is part of a series of articles giving some insight to what goes 
on behind closed doors at home away from all the prying eyes at 
the flying field! Our widely esteemed patron, Graham Bradley has 
been a aero modeler for most of his life and despite a nasty fire 
some years ago, has what looks to me like a several lifetimes of 
aero modeling stuff in his basement! The “Man Cave” takes up the 
majority of the downstairs level of their house leaving little room 
for anything else although Nancy’s car does get a look in most of 
the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I fondly recall when I was first getting started flying, going around 
to “Brads” place for the first time and staring wide-eyed at the 
amount, size, variety, etc., of planes and general paraphernalia 
that you could have in one place!  My goodness, it looked like 
heaven to me...how can one person acquire so much stuff??  (I 
now know! There is an amazing mix of old & new, large & small, 
going & broken, un-started, started, finished projects. Then there 
is something we can all relate to, the area which holds the 
unrealized dreams. Brad has a lot of these tucked away in every 
conceivable corner and he has great pleasure in showing these 
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off with bold statements of “I will get onto this soon...might be my 
next project!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brad has long held a love of larger aircraft and this is very evident 
with them on the floor, on racks and hanging from the ceiling. 
There are some magnificent machines that we do not see enough 
flying. C’mon Brad, get them out there so we can enjoy them in 
the air again. Like most of us, there is several projects on the go 
at once, along with the inevitable repairs. “Nothing to see here 
folks, move along please”. Apart from the main basement Brad 
also has another cozy room down there which could best be 
described as a mini workshop which is used for building, repairs 
and yes, more models! Tucked away in drawers, boxes, 
cupboards, etc., there is a wealth of spare parts and odds & ends. 
“Might come in handy one day eh.!”. Along one end of the 
basement is Brad’s trophy cabinet which has a number of trophy’s 
and memorabilia proudly displayed from days gone by.   
I also spotted a comprehensive collection of books and 
magazines all to do with planes of course but with a strong 
emphasis on the “Golden Age” of flight of which Brad has a great 
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passion. If you require any information on that era of flight then 
Brad is the man to see.  
 

 
I always enjoy visiting other people’s workshops to see what they 
have, how they do things, and to get ideas and inspiration. It is 
good to kick around some tricky problem with other modellers and 
you often come away with an idea on how to get around the 
inevitable conundrum that crops up with model planes. The ideas 
always seem to flow when I visit “Brad’s Basement”!  
 
Gordon   
 

 

 

 

SOPWITH TABLOID 1/3 SCALE 
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The other weekend i was down in Whakatane and it was 
mentioned to me by my brother in law Ken Jones that there was 
Sopwith Tabloid for sale. I have always wanted this model when i 
saw it flying at War Birds over Awatoto in 2004. That was the last 
time it has flown. Off I went around to the owners place and 
advised him I was interested in purchasing the model. A deal was 
made and as I only had my small Car advised i would be back 
down to Whakatane on Wednesday with my trailer as this plane 
would not fit into my station wagon as well . 
The trailer could only take the fuselage and one set of wings so 
the other set went into the back of the car. This aircraft has a 
wingspan of 2.6mtrs and has a lawn mower motor I'm not sure the 
cc rating. On the thursday  Warren and Brian Setters called 
around so we had a morning of putting the aircraft together. It 
takes at least 2 people to assemble. The weight comes out at 
14.6 kg. It also came with a beautiful scale prop. 
 
Now looking forward to flying it with Gordons Sopwith Pup. 
 
Cheers Alan Rows  on 
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Coming  Events 
 
 
 
August 7th  CMAC Fly what you bring FunFly @ Cambridge MAC, 

191 Maungakawa Road (Opposite letter box 188) 
 
Aug 10th   HMAC Club Night  
  
Sept 14th         HMAC Club Night 

 

Sept 18th    Float Plane Day. Lake D 9am start 
 

Oct 12th     HMAC Club Night – Buy Sell & Swap Meet 
 
Nov 6th   Cambridge MAC Aero Tow & Vintage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2015 
Sept Bulletin – 28 Aug 
Oct Bulletin – 28 Sept 

    

          For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
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