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Warrens new ¼ scale cub at the recent float plane flyin on Lake D 
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HAMILTON MODEL AERO CLUB INC. 
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PATRON Graeme Bradley 
 
PRESIDENT Grant Finlay 027-273-7461  
VICE PRESIDENT Gordon Meads 021-125-2911 
SECRETARY Alan Rowson 07-843-3889  
TREASURER Alan Rowson 021-025-93002 
CLUB CAPTAIN      Chris Tynan 022-353-9231  
BULLETIN Ed. Andrew Ferry andrewjamez@yahoo.co.nz 
  
                                                                                            
COMMITTEE: 
James Danby 021-0444783                                       
Mike Sutton   
Lyndon Perry 021-2588506 
Sel Melville 027-4823459 
Andrew Ferry 022-6177080  
 
                                                     
WEB SITE Mikey Wilson mikeywilson@gmail.com 
CATERER James Danby   
 
 
 
CLUB NIGHT Wednesday 13th April 7.30 pm 
VENUE Beerescourt Bowling Club 
 68a Maeroa Road - Hamilton 

 

 

THEME:  The fine art of using SIG Koverall with Graeme Bradley 
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Presidents Report 
Well, here I'm am still at the front of the 
Magazine pages following on from last 
months AGM. Thus I guess that must 
mean I'm still in the Presidents Hot Seat. 
This will be my sixth consecutive year up  
front, and so far it's been interesting, a bit 
challenging and a lot of fun. But don’t let 
that stop someone else stepping up for 
the challenge next year!  
It's been a busy month around the 
modeling scene with the Nationals at Carterton over Easter , the 
Brett Cudby Rally in New Plymouth and our own float plane day.  I 
didn't get away to the out of town events, but I did enjoy my day at 
the float planes and I also followed the Waikato Balloon festival 
right through. With early morning starts for five days in a row I did 
struggle a bit....oh how I hate early mornings!!!  
 
Our float plane day at Lake Kainui kicked off the first of five lake 
events for the coming year.  The weather was kind to us all day 
and there was a good turnout of members. The boaties co-
operated,  so all up it was a pretty relaxing day. Thanks to Phil for 
supplying the Rescue boat, it got a lot of use. The next Float 
Plane day will be at Huntly in mid May.  
 
This months club themed flying day will be a call out to all Bi-
plane pilots. I counted in my memory banks, a good number of 
pilots who own Bi-planes and I'm sure there were a few I've 
missed or don’t know about. So I'd expect we could have a great 
turn out if everyone turns up with their bipes. As always though, 
all other aircraft are welcome to fly on the day. 
Last months club night meeting was our AGM. As stated, I 
continued as president and most of the committee rolled on for 
another term. However I would like to thank Mikey Wilson and 
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Julian Thornton who both stood down after serving their time!! 
Their contribution has been appreciated and both remain within 
the club, but with Julian now living in the Bay and Mikey about to 
take on Daddy duties, we will likely see a lot less of both of them.  
Also,  I would like to welcome Chris Tynan onto the committee in 
the role of Club Captain. This is probably the most challenging, 
yet rewarding position on committee and I'm sure Chris will be 
very comfortable in the role.  We seem to have created another 
unofficial role amongst the committee and that's the one of Club 
Janitor. This position goes to Sel under self appointment, I'm not 
quite sure where this  fits in, but I've seen him angry, so be 
warned, don’t ever leave any litter behind!!!  And finally, I'd like to 
make mention of the appointment of our new Club Patron, Mr 
Graeme Bradley. Graeme has been attached to HMAC for more 
years than anyone else can remember and with that we are sure 
he will make a great ambassador for our club and it's future 
activities.  Congratulations Brad. 
 
This months Club night will see Graeme Bradley demonstrate the 
fine art of covering models with Sig Koverall heat shrink fabric 
covering.  This will be a live demonstration with real balsa, and all 
the good stuff we like to use, so as with any live appearance 
anything could go wrong and with Brad up the front you know it 
will be entertaining whatever the outcome. If anyone has any 
questions about other types of covering techniques,  we can also 
try to answer those following Brads demonstration too. Don't 
forget to bring along your new projects, plans or any parts of 
interest as well. 
 
Early last month we had a few stock get onto the field. Fortunately 
they didn't cause a lot of damage, but a big thank you to all those 
who turned up at short notice for a quick working bee to help fill a 
few of the holes. With the continued dry weather the runway grass 
is a little worse for wear. However, with the promise of some rain, 
last week Gordon over sowed the entire runway and pits area with 
some grass seed. Hopefully this will take up and we will see a bit 
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of green return shortly  (Thanks Gordon).  A suggestion was also 
made that a square mouth shovel be purchased to help scoop up 
any future "cow deposits".  This has been done and  along with 
the donation of an "Antique wheel barrow" we are now well 
prepared !!! Mind you, making sure the fence is up and working 
properly when leaving the field should negate the need for the 
shovel in the first place. 
 
Finally, a reminder that club subs are due. If you get yours in soon 
you will go into the lucky draw to get your HMAC sub fee back 
again....plus and more importantly you will help make the 
treasurer's job a whole lot easier and less tedious!! 
Right that's my lot for the month. Daylight savings is over and 
winters on it's way, so it's off to the shed on the weeknights and 
flying on the weekends!! Fly safe. Have fun 
Grant 



 

 

7 

 

Captains Report 
Firstly a little introduction to some of you who may not know who I 
am or how I become involved in this great sport/hobby. 40 odd 
years ago I enjoyed building and flying chuck gliders and flying 
control line models. RC was a bit out of my reach back then. Girls 
and cars seemed to have become more of a focus in my late teen/ 
early adulthood and after marriage, drag racing consumed most of 
my spare time. 
 
Working my way from a mild street car to a fully fabricated sedan 
powered by a supercharged engine putting out 3500 + hp took a 
lot of time, and running 230mph in a little over 6 seconds cost a 
bundle. After six championships and seven National titles, the 
cost of running at this level just plain wore me out. 
 
The interest of aircraft, particularly World War Two fighters and 
their model reproductions was always with me and now time and 
considerably less $$ was available to become re-involved in my 
youthful pastime. And what's more, now I could even afford one of 
those RC transmitter thingies. My first learner plane was a small 
foamy Pitts and after a couple of minor crashes I could call myself 
an RC pilot. 
 
Bigger planes followed and I needed to find a local club to offer 
me advice and to have a safe place to fly them, as the local park 
was not a good option. Four years later  and HMAC has been a 
great club to become involved with, the committee members have 
been very welcoming and the members helpful whenever they 
can.  That's something we all need to make an effort to be to new 
members and interested spectators (potential new members).  
 
OK, on to the report for this issue; The first event after taking on 
club captain was our first float plane day for 2016, great weather 
ensured a great turn out of members and plenty of flights (along 
with plenty of boaties). With a polite prompt the boaties once 
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launched kept out of our little bay allowing us to fly low & fast and 
gave easy access to retrieve the occasional bad landing or takeoff. 
(Thanks again to Phil for the use of his boat). Brad gave his 
Cessna a dunking and Rex put his into the trees after a radio 
glitch, but I think both are repairable. The only other mishap for 
the day was damage to Aunties pride (and possibly back) when 
he slipped on the boat ramp and landed on his ass in the water! 
We all laughed, but it could have been quite serious, he was not 
limping, so hopefully no lasting damage. 
 
With winter coming and shorter days, less flying may be on your 
mind, but remember winter often gives some of the best flying 
weather of the year, so put on a jumper, get to the field and keep 
having fun - but don’t forget to ring the control tower and stay 
below 400 ft.   
 
CT     

----------------------------------- 
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Pylon Nationals 2016 - By John Danks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A perfect day for pylon on Saturday, March 23rd. With overcast 
skies and very little wind we were underway with the first heat of 
Quickie 500 Sport around 10 am. It was evident right from the 
start that everyone was pushing the boundaries with plenty of cuts 
in the initial rounds, things settled down from there on with steady 
conservative racing along with the knowledge that any more cuts 
will show in the final scores. Experience showed in the end with 
Ross Craighead, along with Noeline's calling, taking the win 
followed by Stephen Collins and Jarrod Briggs. Only 0.36 seconds 
separating these two. 
Q500 Expert had four entries with some good close racing. Times 
in this class were also down from recent events but the 
competitive spirit was still there. The exception to the rule was 
Frazer Briggs who took top honours while also breaking a NZ 
record by over 2 seconds, well done Bogen. John Danks second 
followed by Ross & Noeline Craighead. 
Sportsman was run in conjunction with F3D with three entries. 
Some of the competitors used their Q500 Sport models for 
Sportsman by only changing the fuel (No nitro FAI fuel for this 
class), with a slight mixture change they were doing faster race 
times with this fuel proving you don't need nitro to go fast. 
Stephen Collins took the win followed by Jarrod Briggs and 
Andrew Palmer. 
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F3D with only two entries was really a test run for us, with Tom 
Wetherill traveling all the way from Melbourne Australia for this 
one event shows commitment. We had some good close racing 
there with Tom taking it away. 
A very good Nats for us with no incidents all day, the sun came 
through by early afternoon and jackets were off. A great team of 
helpers turned up, too many to name but you know who you are, 
many thanks indeed. Looking around during the day saw lots of 
people there for a look, they all were enjoying themselves, 
hopefully we will get some extra interest from this over the coming 
months. 
  
RESULTS; 
  
Q500 SPORT; 
1st Ross Craighead 416.86 
2nd Stephen Collins 420.20 
3rd Jarrod Briggs 420.56 
4th John Knox 429.58 
5th Ron Stone 432.8 
  
Q500 EXPERT; 
1st Frazer Briggs 296.79 
2nd John Danks 305.96 
3rd Ross Craighead 314.60 
4th John Knox 329.30 
  
SPORTSMAN; 
1st Stephen Collins 396.90 
2nd Jarrod Briggs 414.72 
3rd Andrew Palmer 440.15 
  
F3D; 
1st Tom Wetherill 417.74 
2nd John Danks 438.24 
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2016 Control Line World Championships 

The 2016 Control Line World Championships are to be held at 

Whiteman Park in Perth between the 7th and 13th May.  

Members of the Hamilton Model Aeroplane Club who will be 

attending this event. 

 Kevin Barnes F2B Control line aerobatics 

 Loren Nell F2B Control line aerobatics 

 Neil Lickfold F2A Control line speed 

 Carl Lickfold F2A Control line speed 

 Brendan Robinson F2C Control line team race 

 Brian Howser will attend as a team assistant for F2a Speed 

 
A group of partners Karen Barnes, Christine Robinson, Gail Nell, 
Jenny Lickfold and Helen Howser will attend as supporters. 
 
New Zealand is entering a team of 14 control line flyers the 
biggest team to attend a world championship for many years. 
 
Competitors have entered from 32 countries, it will be a first time 
international for flyers in this part of the world. 
 
In conjunction with this event, the World Cup of Australia will be 
held to commemorate the aeromodelling accomplishments of 
Graeme Wilson. Graeme was a frequent visitor to control line 
events in New Zealand and we are sure this contest will be a 
fitting memorial to a great man. 
 
To follow the action http://www.cl-wch2016per.org/ 

http://www.cl-wch2016per.org/
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Brett Cudby Memorial Flyin 

New Plymouth Model Aero Club 
 
On Thursday 17th March Linda and I traveled down to New 
Plymouth to attend the above fly in. 
We left home at 9am in sunshine and arrived in New Plymouth 
just after 12pm in a down pour. The rain was so heavy you could 
hardly see 3 feet in front of you. We had a few things to do in New 
Plymouth before we headed to Lynn and Rob Walley's place. 
Apparently the rain was so heavy the roof of the BNZ caved in. 
Got to Robs and the rain was still coming down. I thought bugger 
let’s hope this weather clears up before Saturday. It did and on 
the Friday Rob and I went out to their field for a fly. I took my 
Radian and had a few good flights. New Plymouth have got a 
great field for flying. The grass was cut short and would be no 
trouble taking off with small electric models with wheels. 
Friday night was NPMAC club night and we went to the New 
Plymouth museum of transport and technology. Quite a number of 
members and wives attended and spent a couple of hours 
wandering around all the exhibits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday turned out fine and Rob and I headed out to the field at 
9am and got set up for the day of flying. I got my Spacewalker 
ready and the Sea Fury. Had some really good flights. 
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Around 1.30pm Frazer Briggs turned up with his Aerobatic plane 
he bought back from the States which had been at a friend’s 
garage for 6 years. As usual he put on a great display. Also he 
had his small turbine jet and tore up the airspace...300kph…great. 
 
Frazer also test flew Matt Lords Lavochan which flew great after 
taking masses of lead from the nose. 
Hopefully we will see up to four of these flying at WarBirds over 
Awatoto on ANZAC weekend. 

Sunday also turned out a nice sunny day and again plenty of 
flying was had. New Plymouth club put on a BBQ Lunch both 
days for a gold coin donation. 
The high lite on Sunday was the owner of the air field who flew  in 
his 3/4 scale Mustang. The owner has his runway on the side of 
the NPMAC strip. This Mustang has a 1300cc Rotax motor and 
can take a passenger up to 85kg in weight. Well leaves me out… 
 
Saturday night Steve Blackman held a BBQ at his place approx 
12 turned up at that. The party guru Frazer had us all laughing at 
his great jokes and stories all through the night. 
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Left home for Hamilton on Monday morning. Rob and 
Lynn  Walley were great hosts and we will certainly be going back 
next year. 
 
It would be great if a few more members from Hamilton could 
attend this good flying weekend next year.   
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Float Planes March 2016 
 

HMAC thought we would give floatplane flying at Lake “D” a go in 
the summer time. There was always the risk of major clashes with 
boaties & water skiers, but let’s give it a crack! 
Our revered leader put out some cones and a sign when he 
“finally” arrived which gave the boaties an idea what was going on 
and contact was made by him and our new Club Captain with 
each of the boaties on their arrival.   Well done lads! 
As it turned out the boaties and HMAC seemed to get on well with 
no problems sharing the lake. A bit of communication goes a long 
way! Thanks to Grant for instigating this. 
Flying got under way in mint conditions. Lots of aircraft in the air, 
but as usual the rescue boat was going flat out!  What is it about 
engines and aeroplanes?  When they see water they decide to 
play up?? 
Early on Rex attempted to fly his ever reliable Cessna but today 
no luck as it seemed to have a mind of its own and after some 
aerial gyrations ended up in the trees/water with some damage. 
 
Warren had his big cub on new floats and it flew like a dream with 
some very scale like take offs and landings. Very impressive! Not 
too sure about the having to wade into the lake to start the petrol 
engine though....I don’t fancy that in the middle of winter!! 
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All the other usual suspects were flying and making a general 
nuisance as usual but, wow, what a lot of fun! 
Denys Raynel had his first taste of flying off water with a electric 
foamy and all went very well until the inevitable dunking put a stop 
to that, but he says he will be back with a vengeance. 
 
Kevin Foote turned up on the bank with a “state of the art” camera 
setup which would do Star Wars proud! I have not seen the 
results but I imagine it was pretty good! 

Personally, I was looking forward to Wayne Cartwright flying his 
“Beast”, the sister ship to mine, but unfortunately Wayne has been 
laid low from flying due to medical problems, hope things come 
right soon Wayne. 
I flew my battered and bewildered “North Star” ( along with some 
others which went well) a few times but on the last flight it filled 
with water at least doubling the flying weight and although landing 
OK and taxiing to shore, I am now going to ditch it and move on to 
a new project waiting in the corner of the “man cave”. 
Dennis Wells was there for a taste of the float planes, he had an 
interesting foam jet which was ably flown by our ace mode 2 pilot, 
well done! 
 
As usual our President tried to fly everyone else’s models except 
his own. This means he does not have to do any maintenance & 
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repairs! This is a very nice situation to be in, so there are NO 
excuses for not getting your own models painted and ready to fly! 
C’mon, smarten up!, I think a reprimand from the general 
membership may be in order here!! 
So, overall a good day had by all, a testament to the continued 
popularity of flying off water, and, as I have always said, it gives 
another dimension to flying. 
 
 
Gordon 
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Cambridge Glider and Vintage 
Rally 24th April   

 

Date:  Sunday 24th April, 9.30 - 4.30 
Venue: Cambridge MAC site, 191 Maungakawa Rd.  

Proceed out of the town on Maungakawa Rd past 
intersection with Fencourt Road, then take left turn 
onto farm track leading past buildings then to flying 
site – about 500m.  
This site has DA clearance to 1000ft AGL. 

Contacts:  
Host club:  

Chris Taylor (chrison2wheels@hotmail.net.nz) 
 
Organiser of vintage/classical flying and electric glider 

 flying:    
Wayne Cartwright (wcartwright@vodafone.co.nz) 

 
Eligible Models:  

 Aero-tow gliders and tugs 

 Any electric gliders 

 Vintage and Classical FF and RC designs from 

periods up to end 1950 (Vintage) and from 1951 

– 1975 (Classical) with rudder/elevator/motor 

controls – no ailerons – and powered by either IC 

or electric motor.  

Note:  This is a rally only – not a vintage 
contest/rally. 

Other information: 
  The club will run a lunch BBQ. 
  The club requests a donation of $5.   
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Message  from  the Treasurer 
 

Many thanks  to the club members who have already paid up for 
the coming years subs. 
So far I have received 20 subs in as at 30th March. Included in 
these  are 5 new members. 
 
I have not yet sent any funds to MFNZ as I am waiting until they 
sort out the nationals held over the Easter weekend. The mfnz 
secretary will have enough on his plate, so I will hold off until mid 
April, by then I should have received a heap more subs in…Hint! 
 
Please remember if you pay up by 31 May 2016 you will go into a 
draw  on our June club night to have your Hamilton Model Aero 
Club fees refunded.  
(Mfnz fees are not included). 
 
All current fees are listed on the Web Site under the "JOIN" tab 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 
 
The club is now on internet banking and I am finding this great as 
I can now see who has paid up daily and not having to go to the 
bank every 2nd day to check up on balance. 
 
The club account no is  03 0314 0215645-00 
 
Happy banking and thanks to those who have already paid. 
 
Alan Rowson  
 
Secretary / Treasurer  HMAC 
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North Island R/C Scale 

Championships 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waharoa Airfield 
(Jaggars Road) 

April 9th  
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Painting...who said I like painting!! 
By Aunty 
 
After many years of side stepping the issue, I finally drew up a 
somewhat interesting, yet "painfully complex to mask" colour 
scheme for my Comp-ARF Yak 55sp.  
 
This model is a completely composite A/C with a white pre-
painted gel coat finish. You could fly it like it is, however an all 
white model is pretty damn boring  to look at and even more so to 
fly. Frazer aptly dubbed the model the "Yak in a Box" and rightly 
so, but after ten years (maybe more!) I've finally dragged the box 
out of the rafters and dreamt up a flash red, yellow, blue (yes 
..and white) design….and it will be awesome…(yeah right! ) 
 
Anyway, painting is not my thing, that's why they invented Solar-
film and Monokote for people like me…so…drag in the stand in 
"Paint Guy" or at least he will be by the time he's finished…Ah 
Lyndon!! 
 
Anyway, some years back I made a spray booth in the garage 
from Blue Tarps, some mesh netting to keep the bugs out and 
away we went…well guess what, the Spray booth has been 
resurrected and away we go again….Blue done, two more colors 
to go…..and then the Yak will finally be out of the box…for good! 
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Coming Events 
 
 
April 9th North Island RC Scale championships @ Waharoa 

airfield, Jaggars Road, Matamata  
 
April 10th    Fly Hi Waipa (Kites & Model Aircraft) 

  @ Hautapu Rugby Grounds/Tom Voyle Park 
  Cambridge 
 

April 17th HMAC Biplane day 

 

April 23-24th   Glider and vintage rally @ Cambridge model aero club
  

Apil 24th Waikato Champs RC Pylon racing series. 8:30am @ 
Clausens Farm 

 
April 30th-1st IMAC Central North Island Scale Aerobatics Comp 
 Galatea Airfield 
 
May7-8th MANZ Rally & AGM @ Jaggers Rd, Waharoa 
  
 
May15th HMAC Float Plane Day @ Lake Puketirini (Weavers) 

Reserve, Rotowaro Road, Huntly 
 
. 

 

Flight Lines Deadlines 2015 
May Bulletin – 28 April 
June Bulletin – 28 May 

    

          For further up to date event info please visit: 
http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/ 

http://www.hamiltonmac.org.nz/?page_id=119&event=171
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